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Priority area

Telecommunications/ICT policy and regulatory matters, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society). This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Programme proposal

Information sharing (symposia, workshops, publications, studies)
Description of the proposal
Efficient and effective regulation of important Public Policy issues is considered essential for the advancement of social and economic welfare of the people.  Success of modern governance depends largely on the performance of Regulation. Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) is a tool for improving the quality of Regulation. It is an analytical framework for assessing the effects that the introduction of a new regulation is likely to have and also for assessing the actual impact of existing regulatory measures. By providing decision-makers with evidence on the effects of their regulatory choices, RIA can contribute to more informed policy choices, thereby improving the efficiency and effectiveness of regulatory policies.In ex-ante analysis, RIA is conducted before the adoption of a proposed regulation. It involves an assessment of alternatives, and an explanation why these alternatives were not selected. On the other hand, an ex-post analysis is conducted on a regulation that is already in existence. RIA is an enabler, its adoption would greatly benefit the planners and decision-makers.

The aim of the impact assessment process is to improve the quality of regulation proposals and there it is generally agreed that RIA, when executed effectively, improves the quality of regulatory decisions. The success of an RIA programme lies in the increase in a society's net benefits arising from regulatory improvements. 

Major challenge faced by underdeveloped and developing countries is the development of infrastructure and telecommunication services is among the key sectors. Large number of underdeveloped/developing economies has since embarked upon the process of liberalization of Telecom Sector in their respective jurisdictions.  Development of Telecommunication Services requires large scale investment. Investors look for a transparent, consistent and non-arbitrary regulatory regime before making investment decisions. Therefore there is a greater significance for enhancing the quality of regulatory governance as far as the Telecom Regulators in these countries are concerned. Adoption of RIA in the regulatory process can enhance accountability, transparency and consistency in policy making and implementation. While NRs of Developed Economies (for eg OECD Member Countries, European Commission etc) have adopted RIA formally into their  regulatory process and frame specific guidleines, there does not exists clear framework of principles for applying RIA in many of the developing countries.

RIA facilitates understanding of the impact of regulatory actions, including both benefits and costs of the action. It enables integration of multiple policy objectives, improves transparency. However, RIA is not free from constraints. The common problems associated with RIA are non-availability of data, complex and costly analytical methods, quantification of intangible benefits, determination of appropriate assumptions on risk levels, difficulty in assessment of indirect effects, resistance from interest groups, inability of regulators to undertake RIA and comply with its requirements due to lack of skills or resources, leading to reduction in benefits of RIA. 

So while RIA is necessarily complex and can be costly, it is nevertheless an important tool in developing a more balanced regulatory approach. Formation of a Study Group to suggest Standard Methodologies for Regulatory Impact Analysis is therefore proposed. The study group may draft clear and concise guidelines where theory and practical methodology are explored and in which the use of this policy tool is explained.
Regional initiatives related to the proposal
Asia-Pacific Regional Initiative-1 (Policy, legal and regulatory reform/cooperation)
Proposals for new Questions
Framing of Standard Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) Guidelines for Telecom Regulators.

To attempt standard RIA guidelines for Telecom Regulators keeping in view:
· The priorites and objectives of the national regulatory policies of the countries

· The Regulatory Framework and Jusridisctional aspects

· Existing Capacity and future Capacity Development 
Proposals related to WSIS
This relates to Doha Action Plan:

Prog. 1: Regulatory reform
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