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Priority area

Fixed, mobile, broadband network development, including broadcast networks and spectrum management, Next-Generation Networks, rural communications and emergency telecommunication and disaster relief. This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Programme proposal

Information sharing (symposia, workshops, publications, studies)
Description of the proposal
The telecommunication needs of public protection agencies and organizations, including those dealing with emergency situations and disaster relief are vital to the maintenance of law and order, protection of life and property, disaster relief and emergency response. Resolution 36 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference had urged ITU Member States to facilitate use of telecommunications for the safety and security of the personnel of humanitarian organizations and the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunications Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations (Tampere, 1998), an international treaty deposited with the United Nations Secretary General, lays down the basic framework for ECS. 
One of the key success factors in responding to various emergencies is the need for  interoperability and inter-working between systems used for Public safety and emergency communications, both nationally and for cross-border operations in emergency situations and for disaster relief. While the current Emergency communications systems (ECS) are mostly narrow-band supporting voice and low data-rate applications, typically in channel bandwidths of 25 KHz or less, new technologies for wideband and broadband ECS applications are being developed by various standards organizations.  The recent terrorist activities as well as major man‑made disasters occurring in this region have again highlighted the urgent need for upgrading the ECS facilities. It is therefore proposed that ITU should immediately create a task force to develop minimum interoperable communications standards as a guideline by various countries.
Study Group Questions

	Question 22/2
Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations

Resolution 9
Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management




____________[image: image2.png]


















Contact point:
Name/Organization/Entity:
Anil Prakash, Secretary General, ITU-APT Foundation of India, India
Phone number:
+91 11 25 75 71 28
Email:
info@itu-apt.org

