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Priority area

Other: Implementation of the Communiqué from the Pacific ICT Ministerial Forum 2009 in Tonga
Programme proposal

Other: Implementation of the Communiqué from the Pacific ICT Ministerial Forum 2009 in Tonga whereas the Communiqué cover several aspects of telecom/ICT
Description of the proposal
The Pacific ICT Ministerial Forum: Connecting the Unconnected, organized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and kindly hosted by the Kingdom of Tonga, held from 19 to 20 February 2009, at Nuku’alofa, Tongatapu adopted a Communiqué which states, among others, the needs of the Pacific Island countries in the regional preparatory process for the ITU World Telecommunication Development Conference to be held in 2010.

The Communiqué addresses five board themes discussed at the Forum:
(i) Affordable Access: Domestic and International Connectivity in the Pacific

(ii) Enabling Environment: Policy, Regulatory and Financial Frameworks

(iii) Cybersecurity and ICT Applications

(iv) Emergency Communications and Disaster Relief/Climate Change

(v) Human Capacity Building

On behalf of the Forum Island Countries, we request ITU, and particularly the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), to consider this proposal and the Communiqué as contribution to the RPM‑ASP for the WTDC‑10.

The proposal requests ITU-BDT to continue its programmes and activities focusing on the five areas aforementioned and furthermore to enhance assistance it provides in the Pacific for the next four-year cycle. In particular, special focuses should be made on:

1) Coordinated efforts among development agencies, international, regional, and national organizations

2) Maintaining of the Pacific regional presence

3) Increasing number of human capacity building initiatives in the region

4) Improving regional connectivity and rapidly progress the implementation of regional connectivity solutions

5) Establishing a shared regulatory resource centre for the Forum Island Countries

We also support and request ITU-BDT to consider a new regional initiative focusing on the needs in the Pacific in particular, but with concrete and measurable outputs. In this connection, a new Study Group Question(s) may be necessary in view of unique circumstances in the Pacific.
Regional initiatives related to the proposal
The Unique Telecommunication/ICT Needs of Pacific Islands and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in the Asia-Pacific Region

This regional initiative was adopted at the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC, Doha, 2006). This is an umbrella project which seeks to build local capacity, enhance telecommunications infrastructure and deliver societal services to enhance education, health, agriculture (including fishery), access to government services and provide facilities for disaster mitigation and relief.  It also aims to use telecommunications and ICTs to foster socio-economic development by ensuring that the necessary policies, legislation and human capacity requirements are met and that solutions provided will advance the achievement of national, sub-regional and international development targets. 

Although there has been increasing numbers of ITU activities and initiatives in the Pacific region which is appreciated by the Pacific Island Member States, this regional initiative has yet to achieve its ultimate goals and significant impact has yet to be realised. Such an initiative should be continued with more resources allocated including financial and human resources.
Study Group Questions
	Question 7-2/1
Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services

Question 10-2/1
Regulation for licensing and authorization of converging services

Question 22/1
Securing information and communication networks: best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity

Question 10-2/2
Telecommunications for rural and remote areas

Question 17-2/2
Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world

Question 20-2/2
Examination of access technologies for broadband telecommunications

Question 22/2
Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations

Question 23/2
The unique telecommunications/ICT needs of small island developing states

Resolution 9
Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management
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