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	TITLE OF PROPOSAL:
	Need for an ITU Reference document for interoperability at equipment level in NGN network.


Priority area

Developing countries are facing challenges in deployment of Next Generation Network (NGN) due to the non availability of systems and equipments, which are interoperable and capable of being integrated with existing networks. The option left is to get tied up with one vendor for all their deployment, scaling, and up gradation needs of their network.  
Description of the proposal
A reference document on interoperability be prepared specifying a network architecture of NGN indicating points of demarcation at the equipment level which inter alia may cover the following aspects –

· Physical architecture of NGN in the light of interoperability 

· The domains of interoperable network element/cluster 

· Earmarked demarcation points for such network elements/domains.

· Specific requirements in respect of test points, protocols features etc. 
Regional initiatives related to the proposal
It seems that there is a strong link of availability of multi-vendor Interoperable systems /equipments and the standardization process. To ensure interoperability at equipment level it is imperative that standardization process itself takes into account the interoperability requirements of each element of the network. A reference document containing interoperability requirements at equipment level will help in smooth implementation of NGN network. 

Therefore, there is a need to come out with a reference document elaborating the points of demarcation in the NGN network where interoperability is mandatory by specifying all the parameters such as interface details, protocol stacks, peer protocols, etc. at equipment level. 

Availability of such a reference document for interoperability will  introduce more modularity in the network so that each network element can be made to operate in coherence with other connecting network elements. This may help in achieving the ultimate objectives of more choices, more competitiveness and more economies of scale.
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