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Priority area

Enabling environment: Telecommunications/ICT policy and regulatory matters, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society). This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Programme proposal

Other: the provision of of appropriate and affordable telecommunication technology for rural areas
Description of the proposal
The Asia Pacific Region is characterized by the greater part of its population living in rural areas. Those people who live in remote places have equitable rights for the access to information utilizing telecommunications/ICT to develop their social, human resource and natural resources potential for enhancing their living standards and in return injecting invaluable contribution and strength to the national economy.
The Asia Pacific countries and other countries in other Regions, particularly the developing countries, should focus on developing rural areas, if they want to propel their economic development rapidly. You all would agree in comparing the national economy and welfare with a chain, that the strength of the chain would be determined by the strength of the weakest link. It is not determined by the most up-to-date facilities of the metropolitan areas, however by those in the rural areas, which forms the weakest link of the country, although it provides the crucial livestock of the nation.
Indonesia believes that rural areas will become a strong corner stone for the country’s resilience by facilitating and driving Small and Medium Enterprises in utilizing ICT, and that telecommunication/ICT finally would enhance the living standards of the population in the remote areas.

Indonesia is in favour of new technologies for providing greater convenience to the population, however, Indonesia is very concerned with the ever increasing digital divide between the rural and urban areas, in the developing countries including Indonesia.

Despite of the tremendous development and deployment in quality and quantity of the network infrastructure, appropriate and affordable telecommunication technology for rural areas should be developed with enhanced substantial efforts to meet the need of the people in the rural and remote areas.

Ways of Resolving Issues
The specific circumstances of the Asia Pacific Region require strong commitments from each member country to redress imbalances/ digital divide especially in rural areas.
In order to stimulate development of appropriate telecommunication technologies, governments in the Asia Pacific Region should foster common technology products which are low priced, economical, feasible and applicable for rural areas through all appropriate means, including technological development, tax incentives and subsidies.
Impending ITU’s Involvements and Initiatives
ITU/ITU-D through WTDC 2010 should take greater responsibility in developing technological development for rural areas in developing countries, especially Asia Pacific Region and other Extensive Regions. The reason for this is that rural areas have great potentials for economic development in developing countries if ICT/telecommunication is introduced with a faster pace. It will play a pivotal role as a driving force for information, economic transaction and people exchange. After all, empowering the rural areas would in turn provide greater markets for the telecommunication/ICT industry as a whole. 

Recommendations
1. Considering the need of people in the rural and remote areas for telecommunication access and narrowing the digital divide between the urban and rural areas in an expeditious way, governments in the Asia Pacific Region and other Regions should exercise joint efforts in developing common telecommunication/ICT equipments in the regions.

2. WTDC 2010 should be a means of “pulling Asia Pacific and other interested Regions together” and create a sense of urgency to develop rural areas in the regions by providing technological advancement with a more rapid and enhanced pace, hence facilitating and realizing the economic and social potentials of the population.
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