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Priority area:
Infrastructure: Fixed, mobile, broadband network development, including broadcast networks and spectrum management, Next-Generation Networks, rural communications and emergency telecommunication and disaster relief. This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Programme proposal:
Direct assistance, including project execution
Description of the proposal
The rapid changes in the telecommunication sector force the developing countries to pay attention to their policies in meeting challenges in the future era of convergence. Convergence of technological platforms for telecommunications, information delivery, broadcasting and computing and the deployment of common network infrastructures for multiple communication services applications combined with the evolution to all IP-based wireless and wired networks such as NGN provide not only tremendous opportunities for the telecommunication industry, but also significant challenges to developing countries.

Telecomunication industry in developing countries has a significant market size and demand side. The telecomunication industry is a growing sector that has a major impact to economy growth of the countries. Productivity and investment in this sector in providing services will contribute significantly to the macro economic indicators. Efficiency of the industry should be increased by maximizing coverage and minimizing costs for providing services. This sector is one of the prime drivers of the national and global economy as well. 

Acknowledging the telecommunication/ICT impact to the economic growth of the country, each developing country should develop its policy to manage the telecommunication sector, at a greater extent, in contributing its own economy. 

Each developing country has its unique characteristics depending on its national situation, geography, stage of telecommunication/ICT development and other challenges. Hence, each developing country needs unique plans and assistance in developing its telecommunication infrastructure. Although there are similar common assumptions and conditions in the region or globally, however, there are no generalized solutions for each country. 

As resources in developing countries are very limited with different regular environments, conditions and challenges, it is therefore imperative for ITU-D to assist developing countries in devising their Master Plans in order among others to reduce their internal digital divides and to gain digital dividends in the future, spurring new and enhanced markets and providing investment opportunities and economic growth. 

ITU, and particularly ITU-D, being responsible as a development agent for telecommunication/ICT development, should assist developing countries, in securing their unique Master Plans. Seminars and regional forums are important, however, never adequate to provide the peculiar requirements and challenges of each individual member country. Hence, BDT has to be able to provide direct assistance from its regular budget and supported by other contributions. 

ITU’s Involvements and Initiatives (if any)

To this end, we propose ITU’s involvement and initiatives, as follows:

1.
Providing models and experts for developing typical Master Plans, followed by individual visits and studies in the concerned member countries. 

2.
The results of point 1 could be further explored through a consultation forum for developed and developing countries to share experience in developing road maps and a master plans.

Based on the above, we recommend recommendations for adoption the following:

1.
Providing adequate regular budget allocation to the BDT for assisting developing countries in developing their individual Master Plans;

2.
Developing an expert pool in assisting developing countries to outline their road maps and Masters Plans, further enabling them to benefit telecommunications/ICT as an engine of economic growth, and social and cultural development;

3.
Develop an initiative for establishing a consultation forum, as required, for developed and developing countries to share experience in developing their Master Plans.
____________[image: image2.png]


















Contact point:
Name/Organization/Entity:
Tri Heru Raharjanto, Directorate General of Posts and Telecommunications, Indonesia
Phone number:
+62 21 383 5825
Email:
raharjtri@postel.go.id

