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Priority area
Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief, as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.
Description of the proposal
In regard to this priority area, WTDC-06 had set, inter alia, the following objectives:
· "To provide African countries with an upgraded television broadcasting infrastructure that is compatible with the new digital broadcasting plans (RRC-06, Geneva) and assist them with smooth transition from analogue to digital systems.
· To plan the broadcasting infrastructure (DVB-DAB) and plan for the establishment of digital terrestrial television (DTT) by standardizing the applicable codes as well as possible.

· To improve and optimize spectrum management in order to ensure that the resources available for the introduction of new services are adequate, and produce a wave-propagation map for a tropical environment.

· To contribute to reducing the digital divide."

Africa, which is faced with the invasion of foreign images that could undermine its cultural, social, etc. sovreignty, owes it to itself to be more proactive in this highly strategic sector. To this end, it must obviously modernize its sound and television broadcasting equipment, take on board new multimedia services, improve mutually beneficial exchanges which serve its interests, considerably expand programmes, enhance the added value of local productions and publish a new wave-propagation map for the continent.
Taking into account the current level of attainment of the aforementioned objectives, it is recommended to:

· pursue implementation of the WTDC-06 activities in order to achieve the stated objectives in the shortest possible time-frame;

· strengthen assistance in various forms and between sectors to ensure smooth transition from analogue to digital systems;

· build African countries' capacity in regard to planning and digitization of broadcasting and television infrastructures;

· conduct studies on the impact of technology and service convergence on digital TV;

· foster and/or encourage exchanges of television programmes among African broadcasters;

· assist countries in optimizing storage capacities through the establishment of multimedia and video libraries.
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