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Priority area
Other: Development of basic infrastructures to support new services and meet the requirements of network and service convergence.
Description of the proposal
Africa is the region of the world which in recent years has shown the highest growth rate in terms of penetration of mobile telephony, which is the leading branch of the telecommunication sector attracting the most investors. Unfortunately, this sustained growth in mobile telephony is not mirrored in the Internet and, in particular, broadband areas. 
Therefore, in their development plans, Africa in general, and Mali in particular, must pursue the efforts being deployed for the development and modernization of their infrastructures and the regional and subregional interconnection thereof. To this end, ITU's help is requested, in particular in guiding equipment policies towards appropriate and relevant technological choices, which must cater for convergence and future development as well as being economically viable.
Accordingly, the WTDC-06 initiatives for Africa should be maintained in regard to the following projects:

· to provide the African countries with broadband infrastructures to be used for national traffic and for subregional and continental interconnection;
· to complete the digitization of existing switching and transmission infrastructures in the countries concerned;
· to achieve interconnection of Internet nodes among countries;
· to implement regional roaming among mobile operators;
· to establish national Internet access points (IXP).

Significant funding and competent human resources will have to be mobilized in order to implement these projects. Thus, the financial and development/capacity-building aspects of the Doha Action Plan need to be adapted to the realities of each region, both at the development and the implementation stage.
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