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Priority area

Telecommunications/ICT policy and regulatory matters, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society). This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Background

The second Conference of the African Ministers in charge of Communications and Information Technologies (CITs) took place on 14 May 2008 in Cairo, Egypt. In its Declaration called the Declaration of Cairo, 2008, the Conference adopted the principal decisions relating to the following points:

· Governance of the CIT Ministerial Conference;

· The Reference Framework for the harmonization of Telecommunications/ICT policies and regulations in Africa;

· The Action plan for the development of postal services in Africa

· Adoption of eleven (11) flagship projects of the African Regional Action Plan for the Knowledge Economy (ARAPKE)

· The creation of Funds for Information and Communications Technology (Funds for ICT) before 2010.

In addition, the Conference call upon African and International Specialized Agencies e.g. ECA, BAD, ITU, ATU and NEPAD, Development Partners, African private sector and civil society to be more involved in the implementation of these decisions and to support the African Union Commission programmes and activities with the RECs and Member States.

The Executive Council of the African Union, during its 13th meeting held from 24 to 28 July 2008, in Sharm El Sheik, Egypt, the Decision EX.CL/434 (XIII), approved the decisions of the second Conference of ICT Ministers.
Implementing the Reference Framework
The reference is a number of activities to be implemented for each of the following seven areas with the support of international and African specialized Agencies or Institution as requested by the African Union Summit:

· Establishment of Harmonized Policy and Regulatory Framework

· Deployment of Integrated Infrastructure and Access Networks

· Encourage Industrialization, Research & Development (R&D)

· Development of Human Resources and increase of awareness

· Development of Telecommunication/ICT Application
· Development of African Content

· Mobilization of Financial Resources

Approach of Implementation

Activities will be implementing in cooperation with the Bureau of the Conference of African Ministers in charge of Communication and Information Technlogy and the African Union Commission. To that end and according to its mission, ITU is one of the key partners in the implementation of several activities.

Proposal:

This project is to be included in the ITU programme and benefit from resources allocation from ITU.
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Point de contact:
Nom/organisation/entité:
M. Akossi Akossi, African Telecommunication Union, Kenya
Numéro de telephone:
+254 20 445 3308
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