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Priority area

Fixed, mobile, broadband network development, including broadcast networks and spectrum management, Next-Generation Networks, rural communications and emergency telecommunication and disaster relief. This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Background

Amongst the ITU Member States, 49 of them are categorized as Least Developed Countries, a majority of which are in the African Region. In the past, the LDCs have benefited from the special programme on assistance to Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States in a number of areas including infrastructure development, emergency communications, spectrum management, establishment of multipurpose community telecentres (MCTs), introduction of new technologies, costing and tariffs and capacity building.

The programme has indeed yielded significant results in the countries where the various projects have been implemented but a lot still remains to be done in view of the already acknowledged critical role of ICTs in the socio-economic development of any country. LDCs still faces enormous challenges in several areas including but not limited to; 

· modernization and expansion of telecommunication networks including development and management of national backbone infrastructures

· development of rural communications, 

· introduction of broadband and migration to IP based networks and systems

· provision of ICT facilities in schools, health centres, local government offices and post offices

· migration to digital broadcasting

· formulation and implementation of policy and legislative frameworks on cyber security

· establishment of Computer Emergency Response Teams (CERTs)

· creation of converged regulatory authorities, etc.
In addition, the LDCs still have a challenging task in achievement of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015 in which ICTs have been identified as essentials tools for the achievement of virtually all the MDGs.

Furthermore, the current global financial crisis has had a tremendous impact on the entire economies of the least developed countries through drastic fall in foreign direct investment and in a number of cases companies which were licensed to provide telecommunications services have either failed to take off or have considerably cut down their originally planned investments.

Proposal
It is in view of the above background that it is proposed that the Programme on Assistance to Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States (Doha Action Programme 6) be continued in the next four year cycle.
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