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Priority area
Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief, as well as human capacity building for each of these areas.
Description of the proposal
The main obstacle to telecommunication/ICT development in Africa remains the scarcity and in some cases complete lack of broadband networks on our continent.

It is therefore urgent for Africa to delay no further in deploying broadband networks to boost the introduction of broadband in Africa, so as to facilitate migration to IPV6 on our continent and for all African countries, and to complete the implementation projects under way as soon as possible, particularly those foreseen within the framework of NEPAD.
To achieve this, ITU-D must involve itself resolutely, side by side with the African entities set up for the project, in order to help them focus their actions more effectively and unify their policy approaches in order to achieve concrete implementation of the joint infrastructure projects on our continent.
ITU-D can and must play a role in mobilizing funds and unifying the positions of all the different players involved in implementing these heavy infrastructures, which hold the key to affording our continent genuine access to the information society.
ITU-D should organize, in conjunction with all African countries concerned, a forum on the issue in order to establish a clear picture of all the aspects involved – financial, technical and even political – so as to subsequently, in agreement with all interested African countries and organizations (WAEMU, ECOWAS, AU, ADB, WADB, etc.), identify the ways and means required for these broadband infrastructures to become a reality, through a real "BROADBAND FOR AFRICA PROGRAMME".
The African countries, in close collaboration with ITU-D, must establish or create financial and technical consortiums to participate in the joint financing of shared submarine cables surrounding the entire African continent, with state-of-the-art infrastructures and landing points for links to the interior in order to improve national and international connectivity for our countries.
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