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	Ref.
	Administrative Circular CA/STG/38
	18 December 2008

	
	
	To Administrations of Member States of ITU, Members of the Telecommunication Development Sector and Associates

	For your reply:

	Contact:
	Alessandra Pileri

Coordinator, ITU-D Study Groups
	E-mail:
	Alessandra.pileri@itu.int

	
	
	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5545/730 5484

	
	
	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5990

	Subject:
	ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2.
Convening of the blocks of Rapporteur’s Group meetings of Study Groups 1 and 2 
Geneva, February – March - April 2009

	Dear Sir/Madam,

In agreement with the Chairmen of Study Groups 1 and 2 and with the Rapporteurs for the various Questions, and as agreed at the Study Group meetings in September 2008, four block meetings are organized in February, March and April 2009 to facilitate the participation in more than one Rapporteur’s Group meeting. 

I am pleased to invite you to the block meetings of ITU-D Study Group 1 and 2 Rapporteur’s Groups. You will find in annex the schedule of meetings for all four blocks along with links to the draft agendas and the deadlines for registration, request for fellowships as well as for the submission of contributions.

Furthermore, a meeting of an informal drafting group to work on the report of Question 11-2/2 will be held on 12 and 13 February 2009.

PROGRAMME OF THE MEETINGS

The titles and definitions of the Questions to be dealt with by the Rapporteur’s Groups and the documents so far available for each Question can be found on the ITU-D Study Groups website for Study Group 1 and for Study Group 2. All information concerning the four blocks of meetings can be found here.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE RAPPORTEUR’S GROUPS

Considering that the annual meeting of Study Groups in September 2009 will be the last one before WTDC-10 at which all the final reports and all the new Questions will have to be approved, your participation and contribution to the Questions are essential. 

In accordance with ITU’s policy on reducing costs and the volume of documentation, I would particularly encourage you to submit brief and concise contributions, not exceeding five (5) pages. Contributions must be submitted using exclusively the online form available here.

Documents arriving after the deadlines indicated in annex will be distributed in the original language only. Delayed contributions will be accepted if arriving at least seven days before the opening of the meeting. I would suggest you to prepare a PowerPoint presentation to facilitate the introduction of your document.

REGISTRATION AND FELLOWSHIP REQUESTS

Interpretation and translation of documents will be provided for each block of meetings, based on the requests of participants. You are therefore invited to indicate on the registration form whether you require languages other than English for the first and second blocks of meeting before 9 January 2009. Based on the requests made by this deadline and provided there are at least five requests for a given language, interpretation and translation will be provided in the requested languages.

Registration will be carried out exclusively online. You will find all the information for registering, requesting a fellowship for eligible participants, for accessing the online form and the deadlines here.

A single form per block of meetings should be completed. Within the budget available, one fellowship per country and per block of meetings may be granted to participants from countries with a GDP per capita less than 2'000 USD, with priority to Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Priority will be given to participants who will present a new contribution of direct relevance to the outline of the Report or the expected outputs of a given Question.

Due to budgetary constraints, the countries beneficiaries of a fellowship may have to contribute partly to the costs of the fellowship. You are invited to submit your requests for fellowships not later than the dates indicated in the table by completing the appropriate section of the online registration and fellowship form. Please note that requests for fellowships arriving after the fixed deadline will not be considered.

ACCOMMODATION

A list of Geneva hotels offering preferential ITU rates can be found on the travel website.

VISA PROCEDURES

A strict procedure for visas is in force in Switzerland. Participants are urged to read carefully the procedure available here. Please note that the processing of a request for visa support may take up to 15 days.

These last meetings of Rapporteur’s Groups will be an essential milestone in the process of preparing for the 2010 World Telecommunication Development Conference and I therefore look forward to your active participation of our membership in these upcoming meetings.

Yours sincerely,

[Original signed]

Sami Al Basheer Al Morshid

Director

Distribution:

· Administrations of Member States of the ITU;

· Observer, Resolution 99

· ITU-D Sector Members;

· ITU-D Associates in their respective Study Group;

· Contact Points of ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2.


	These meetings will all take place at the ITU Headquarters in Geneva.

	Block 1
February 2009
	Dates And Locations
	Agenda
	Deadlines


	Resolution 9 (Rev. Doha, 2006): Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management
	9-10 February
Room K2
	JGRES09/028
	9.1.09

	Question 14-2/2: Telecommunications for e‑health
	11-12am February
Room K2
	RGQ14-2/2/068
	9.1.09

	Question 23/2: The unique telecommunication/ICT needs of small island developing states (SIDS)
	12pm – 13 February
Room K2
	RGQ23/2/06
	9.1.09

	Question 11-2/2: Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	12 – 13 February
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	Block 2
February 2009
	
	
	

	Question 7-2/1: Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services
	17pm – 18 February
Room L2
	RGQ7-2/1/019
	16.1.09

	Question 19-1/1: Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries
	19 – 20 February
Room L2 
	RGQ19-1/1/016
	16.1.09

	Question 20/1: Access to telecommunication services for people with disabilities
	23 – 24am February
Room L2
	RGQ20/1/020 
	16.1.09


	Block 3:
March – April 2009
	Dates
	Agenda
	Deadline 

	Question 10-2/2: Telecommunications for rural and remote areas
	18 – 19am March
Room A
	RGQ10-2/2/060
	16.2.09

	Question 22/2: Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space‑based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations
	19pm – 20 March
Room A
	RGQ22/2/046
	16.2.09

	Question 18-1/2: Implementation aspects of IMT-2000 and information-sharing on systems beyond IMT-2000 for developing countries
	23 – 24am March
Room A
	RGQ18-1/2/022
	16.2.09

	Question 20-2/2: Examination of access technologies for broadband telecommunications
	24pm – 25 March
Room A
	RGQ20-2/2/018
	16.2.09

	Question 11-2/2: Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	26 March
Room A
	RGQ11-2/2/013
	16.2.09

	Question 19-1/2: Strategy for migration from existing networks to next- generation networks for developing countries
	27 March
Room A
	RGQ19-1/2/016
	16.2.09

	Block 4
March - April 2009
	
	
	

	Question 12‑2/1: Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the costs of services on national telecommunication networks, including next-generation networks
	30 – 31am March
Room L2
	RGQ12-2/1/029
	27.2.09

	Question 10-2/1: Regulation for licensing and authorization of converging services
	31pm March – 1 April
Room L2
	RGQ10-2/1/019
	27.2.09

	Question 18-1/1: Domestic enforcement of telecommunication laws, rules, and regulations by national telecommunications regulatory authorities
	2 – 3 April
Room L2
	RGQ18-1/1/030 
	27.2.09

	Question 22/1:Securing information and communication networks: Best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity
	6-7am April
Room K2
	RGQ22/1/034
	27.02.09

	Question 6-2/1: Regulatory impact of next generation networks on interconnection
	7pm – 8 April
Room K2
	RGQ6-2/1/013
	27.02.09


























� These deadlines apply to registration, requests for fellowships and submission of contributions





