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	Ref.
	Administrative Circular CA/STG/36 
	28 November 2008

	
	
	Administrations of ITU Member States;

ITU-D Sector Members;

ITU-D Associates;

Contact points for ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2

	For your reply:

	Contact:
	Alessandra Pileri

Coordinator, ITU-D Study Groups
	E-mail:
	devsg2@itu.int 

	
	
	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5545/730 5484

	
	
	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5990

	Subject:
	Report of the Third Meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2, (Geneva, 15-19 September 2008)

	Dear Sir/Madam,

In agreement with the Chairman of Study Group 2, I have pleasure in sending you the report of the third meeting of Study Group 2, which was held in Geneva from 15 to 19 September 2008 (Document 2/REP/33) available on the website: http://www.itu.int/md/D06-SG02-R-0033/en.

I would also take this opportunity to inform you that all questionnaires approved by the Study Groups are available online and, in an effort to rationalize the workload of Study Groups and improve efficiency, online submissions are mandatory.

I should be grateful if you would let me have your comments, preferably before 5 January 2009 so that we can finalize the report.

Yours sincerely,

[original signed]

Sami Al-Basheer Al Morshid

Director
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	Third meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2
Geneva, 15-19 September 2008
	Document 2/33-E

	
	17 November 2008

	
	Original: English

	QUESTIONS
	All

	SOURCE
	Chairman, ITU-D Study Group 2

	TITLE
	Report of the meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2 (Geneva, 15-19 September 2008)


1.
Opening of the meeting

The plenary meeting was opened by the Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2, Mr. Nabil Kisrawi (Syria). The Vice-Chairmen present at the meeting were Mr. A. Mokrane (Algeria), Mr. J. P. Huynh (France), Mr. A. Kébé (Guinea) and the new Vice-Chairman Mr. M. Wangsaatmadja (Indonesia), replacing Mr. T. Hassan of Indonesia also. The following Vice-Chairmen Mr. C. Banga (Central African Republic), Mr. D. Van Dzung (Viet Nam), Mr. S. Lopato (Russian Federation) and Mr.  J.S. Cabrera (Cuba) were unable to participate because of prior engagements.

The meeting was attended by 112 delegates from 42 Member States, 31 Sector Members and 4 organizations.

The list of participants is available on the WEB at the following address: 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_2006-2010/SG2/SG2-index.html 

All documents mentioned in this report are available in the ITU-D Study Groups website at http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_2006-2010/SG2/SG2-index.html
1.1
Introductory remarks by the Chairman of Study Group 2

The Chairman, referring to a contribution from Japan on the working methods of Study Groups (Document 2/198), informed participants that this document would be discussed at the last plenary meeting. While the document had been submitted to TDAG in February 2008, possible changes of this document could be introduced at this meeting by the Japanese delegation.

1.2
Opening address by the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

In his opening address, the BDT Director, Mr.  Sami Al-Basheer Al-Morshid, underlined the very good synergy between the work of the Study Groups and Rapporteurs' Groups with the BDT Programmes and the other two Sectors. Welcoming the positive effect which the clustering of Rapporteur’s Group meetings in 2008 had in terms of number of participants and of contributions, he said that this approach would be proposed to be maintained in 2009. He also stressed that the meeting in 2009 would be the last one before WTDC-10, and that all Reports, revised Questions and draft new ones had to be discussed and approved at the 2009 meeting of Study Group 2.

The full text of the Director’s speech can be found in http://itu.int/ITU-D/dir/speeches/0908-stg.html
2.
Approval of the draft Agenda and the tentative schedule (Documents 2/OJ/022 and 2/ADM/008  Rev  1)

The Agenda and the Tentative Schedule of the meeting were approved with a shift in the meetings of the Rapporteur’s Groups on Questions 20-2/2 and 14-2/2. The approved Agenda can be found at http://www.itu.int/md/D06-SG02-OJ-0022/en. The modified schedule (Document 2/ADM/008 Rev1) is available at http://www.itu.int/md/D06-SG02-ADM-0008/en.

In the absence of Mr. Lopato and Mrs. Laboni, Rapporteurs for Questions 11-2/2 and 20-2/2,the meeting agreed that the Rapporteur’s Group meetings will be chaired respectively by the Vice-Rapporteurs of these Questions Mr. Kantchev and Mr. Muluk.

3.
Approval of the Report of the last meeting (Document 2/REP/021)

The Chairman reminded participants that, since the last meeting, the Vice-Chairman Mr. T. Hasan from Indonesia had been replaced by M.  Wangsaatmadja (Indonesia) and an addendum 1 was issued to the Report of the last meeting in this regard.

The Report with its addendum 1, already sent for comments under Administrative Circular CA-23 STG of 31 January 2008, was approved without modifications.

4.
Matters arising from the last TDAG meeting (6-8 February 2008) having relevance to the work of the Study Groups

The Chairman referred to the Japanese contribution to TDAG mentioned in his introductory remarks and informed participants that the Chairman of TDAG, Mr.  Minkin, committed the full support of TDAG to any assistance that the Study Groups may require.

TDAG in its February 2008 meeting also endorsed the new Question 23/2: “The unique telecommunication/ICT needs of small island developing states (SIDS)”. The Rapporteur for this Question is Mrs. Fuatai Purcell (Samoa) who will be assisted at the secretariat level by Mr. Cosmas Zavazava as BDT Focal Point.

The Chairman appealed to all Rapporteurs to abide by their allotted time slots and to cover all agenda items. 

5.
Approval of the reports of the Rapporteur's Group meetings and that of the Joint Group on Resolution 9

5.1
Report on Question 9-2/2: Identification of study topics in the ITU-T and ITU-R Study Groups of particular interest to developing countries (Document 2/REP/022)

The Rapporteur Mr. Kisrawi (Syria) introduced document 2/REP/022 and asked for comments. In the absence of comments, the document was approved.

The Rapporteur invited the Rapporteurs for Questions 11-2/2, 14-2/2, 18-1/1, 19-1/2 , 20-2/2 and 22/2 to provide comments and/or amendments, by 30 November at the latest, on the report contained in Document 2/151 Rev. 1 which will also integrate the comments of the BR and reflecting the results of WTSA in October this year..

5.2
Report on Question 10-2/2: Telecommunications for remote and rural areas
(Document 2/REP/024)
The Rapporteur Mr. Kawasumi (Japan), introduced the document and requested the BDT Focal Point to reformat contributions on Afghanistan and Bhutan (Docs. 2/185 and 2/186) to correspond to the one of the case studies.

He mentioned Document 2/DT/002 containing the ITU-D recommendations approved so far on telecommunication for rural and remote areas. The Rapporteur’s Group will draft proposed new recommendation(s) to replace the previous ones. He also said that the Group will work on the redefinition of the Question for the next study period.

The Rapporteur indicated that a case study had just been received from Nepal and requested its publication in the Case study library. 

The Chairman of SG2 reminded Rapporteur’s Group that all new draft recommendations need to be attached to the invitation letter for the next Study Group 2 meeting (31 August to 4 September 2009) and requested the Rapporteur’s Group that will meet in 2009 to approve the final draft texts of the recommendation(s) in order to make them available in the six official languages at the Study Group 2. He also stressed that the deletion of recommendations needed a justification and that there were two approval systems for recommendations adoption and deletion, by WTDC or by correspondence.

The report was approved with minimal editorial changes and is available as Document 2/REP/024.

5.3
Report on Question 11-2/2: Examination of terrestrial digital (sound and television) broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques (Document 2/REP/025)

The Vice-Rapporteur Mr. Kantchev (Bulgaria) introduced the document. 

To a question from Thales asking the Brazilian delegation for the submission of a contribution to Question 11-2/2 by the beginning of 2008 on the results of the field tests done in the area of Sao Paolo, the Chairman of SG 2 observed that the handbook under preparation by ITU-R Study Group 6 will include the Brazilian experience.

The delegate from Venezuela told participants that it is now analyzing 3 standards before taking a decision and requested suggestions on the standard to adopt. The Chairman said that it is true that there are three systems in the world but that the majority of developing countries adopted one single technical standard. He added that the Final Report on the Question should mention the three standards. 

The Vice-Rapporteur said that the future of Question 11-2/2 will be discussed during both the Drafting Group in February 2009 and the Rapporteur’s Group meeting in March 2009.

The report was approved with no modifications and is available as Document 2/REP/025.

5.4
Report on Question 14-2/2: Telecommunications for e‑health (Documents 2/REP/28, 2/DT/007 and 2/DT/008)

Introducing the report, the Rapporteur Mr. Androuchko (Ukrainia) stressed the need for e-health master plans in every country because of the lack of awareness on available technologies in a number of countries. 

The Rapporteur’s proposal to nominate Prof. M.N. Avagian from Armenia as a new additional Vice-Rapporteur for the Question. This nomination was accepted by the plenary.

Mr. Androuchko said that for the moment there is no outline of the report because the Rapporteur’s Group was considering what material to include in light of the number of contributions received. 

A Liaison Statement (Doc. 2/DT007): "Proposal on the role of Telecommunication/ICT to be used for an integrated ICT network to monitor the avian influenza” and a Note from the Chairman of Study Group 2 to BDT Programme 3 (Doc. 2/DT008) were introduced and approved by the meeting. 

The report was approved by the meeting without modifications and is available as Document 2/REP/028.

5.5
Report on Question 17-2/2: Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world (Document 2/REP/029)

The BDT Focal Point Mr. M. Obiso introduced the document. During the Rapporteur’s Group meeting, a suggestion was made to have e-discussions and to organize a meeting of the Group in February or March, during the cluster of meetings, in order to advance the discussions about the future of the Question in order to formulate a proposal on a draft Question to the next Study Group 2 meeting. 

The report was approved with no comments and is available as Document 2/REP/029. 

5.6
Report on Question 18-1/2: Implementation aspects of IMT-2000 and information-sharing on systems beyond IMT-2000 for developing countries (Document 2/REP/027, 2/DT003 and 2/DT/004).

The Rapporteur Mr. Zetina (Mexico) introduced the report invited participants to take part in e-mail discussions aimed at revising the guidelines published in the previous study period.

He added that Doc 2/205 and another document from Ericsson which were submitted late to the meeting will be examined in detail in the next meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group foreseen for March 2009. The Report was agreed with minor modifications to Annex 2, and is available as Document 2/REP/027 Rev 1

The Rapporteur then introduced the two temporary documents 2/DT/003 and 2/DT/004, containing respectively a draft Liaison Statement on the revised structure of final Report of Question 18-1/2 and a draft Circular Letter to encourage contributions to update the published guidelines of the last cycle.

The meeting agreed with the draft Liaison Statement and approved the draft Circular Letter contained in doc 2/DT/004.

The delegate from China announced that a contribution on this matter will be presented to the next Rapporteur’s Group meeting.

5.7
Report on Question 19-1/2: Strategy for migration from existing networks to next generation (NGN), for developing countries (Document 2/REP/030)
The Rapporteur, Mr. Marine (France), introduced the document. He informed participants that only six responses had been received to a Questionnaire sent out to all Member States and Sector Members. The suggestion was made to use the BDT Regional Offices to try and improve the number and the quality of the answers. The deadline for the questionnaire was extended to the end of February 2009 to allow the Rapporteur’s Group to examine them at their next meeting in first quarter of 2009.

No comments were made to the Report. The BDT Focal Point stated that BDT was seeking funds for the project on NGN Planning Migration and Applications for the Asia Pacific Region. Other activities currently underway in the Asia-Pacific Region on the same subject would be the subject of a report at the next meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group. 

The Chairman of SG 2 invited participants to read a technical presentation made to the workshop organized on 8 September by BDT on The Architecture of NGN and ITU-D SG 2  Q19-1/2 on "migration from existing networks to NGN for developing countries" that could be of interest in view of its technical nature. The presentation is available at http://web.itu.int/ITU-D/finance/work-cost-tariffs/events/tariff-seminars/Geneva-SG-08/presentations/Souheil_Marine-question19.pdf
Report 2/REP/030 was approved without modifications.

5.8
Report on Question 20-2/2. Examination of access technologies for broadband 
telecommunications (Document 2/REP/026 Rev. 1)
The Vice-Rapporteur Mr. Muluk (USA) introduced the report. The Chairman of SG2requested editorial alignement relating to the use of the words “Rapporteur” and “Chairman”. With those changes, the report was approved and is available as document 2/REP/026 Rev 1.

5.9
Report on Question 22/2: Utilization of ICT for disaster management and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster prediction, detection and mitigation (Document 2/REP/023)
The Rapporteur, Mrs O’Keefe (USA) introduced the report, underlining slight changes made in the future work plan attached in Annex 2 to include the Small Islands Developing States and people with special needs.

She also requested that the next meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group be scheduled for March 2009.

The Chairman of SG 2 recalled the Event organized at the end of 2007 on disaster communications under Programme 6 of the Doha Action Plan. Following a comment made by the ITU Area Office representative, the Rapporteur suggested closer cooperation with the BDT field offices and Carribean countries both in terms of contributions and sharing of experience in disaster management.

The Liaison Statement: “Reply Liaison Statement to ITU-R Study Group 7 regarding an ITU-D Study Group 2 Report on the Use of Remote Sensing for Disaster Prediction, Detection and Mitigation” contained in Annex 1 of the report was agreed with minimum editorial changes.

The meeting approved the report, the draft liaison statement and the revised workplan. The report is available as Document 2/REP/023.

5.10
Report on Question 23/2: The unique telecommunication/ICT needs of small island developing states (SIDS) (Document 2/REP/031)
The Rapporteur Mrs Fuatai Purcell (Samoa) introduced the document which led to a long debate on what can be considered a Small Island Developing State. In particular the question was raised as to whether Question 23/2 should deal with all SIDS as defined by the UN System or only those that are ITU Members, in light of a comment made by the representative of the BDT Area Office in Barbados to the effect that ITU was not restricting its assistance to SIDS that were Member of the Union. BDT was requested to provide a list of SIDS that are ITU Member States. It was finally concluded that the next World Telecommunication Development Conference would be the appropriate body to consider all SIDS or only ITU SIDS in the context of ITU’s Action Plan.

Annex 1 of the report contains a Draft Questionnaire to be sent to all Member States on the unique telecommunication/ICT needs of small islands developing states (SIDS) and Annex 2 makes a call for case studies. Both Annexes were approved.

On a question from the delegate from Cuba, the Rapporteur indicated that first bullet point of Doc 2/172 referred to islands that were small but had a high income.

The report and its annexes were approved without modifications and are available as Doc. 2/REP/031.

5.11

Report on Resolution 9 (Rev. Doha, 2006): Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management (Document 2/REP/032)
The report was presented by Mr. Huynh (France), Co-Chairman of Joint Rapporteur Group (JRG) on Resolution 9 with comments from Messrs Haines (USA) and Koffi (Côte d’Ivoire), the other two Co-Chairmen of this Resolution. Analyses of the replies to the Questionnaire and information on the three chapters of the draft report were given. The Co-Chairmen requested more contributions and assistance for the preparation of the final report.

Two Liaison Statements contained respectively in Annex 2 and Annex 3 of the Report had been prepared for ITU‑R Study Group 1. Both Liaison Statements were approved by the meeting.

The BDT Focal Point informed the meeting of the possible organization of a Workshop on spectrum fees in cooperation with the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) The Delegate from the Islamic Republic of Iran suggested that the proposed workshop could be organized as part of the BR bi-annual spectrum management seminar and/or during regional workshops. France did not agree to link the workshop to the BR Seminar because the topics of both events were quite distinct. The Chairman of SG 2 requested BDT to coordinate the organization of the workshop with the BR.

The Report contained in Document 2/REP/032 was approved without modifications.

6.
Study of the relevant input documents (Doc 2/198) from Japan

Tthe delegation from Japan to introduce Document 2/198 on proposed working methods for the ITU-D Study Groups. This document, presented to the TDAG at its February 2008 meeting, was transmitted to both Study Groups for consideration. 

The document is based on four proposals:

1. A more extensive use of e-discussion on the ITU-D website coupled with automatic translation to the other five languages.

2. The holding of Rapporteur’s group meetings in blocks as done for 2008. Considering the number of vice-Chairmen, each Study Group vice-Chairman should have the responsibility of a block of rapporteur’s group. A Plenary meeting at the end of each of the clustered groups would facilitate the follow up of discussions by delegations unable to attend all Rapporteur’s meetings. 

3. There are many seminars, workshops and conferences planned by BDT on a host of different issues, globally and regionally. It is proposed by Japan that BDT creates a database of past records of workshops/seminars collecting speakers, lecturers and experts. This would facilitate the BDT activities.

4. The case study library on rural and remote communications which exists now on the ITU-D website should be expanded and enhanced. If made more visible and dynamic, the case studiy library will help promote partnerships, in particular between the private and public sectors.

To a comment made by the representative of Thales, the representative of Japan said that his report had not been presented to Study Group 1 because there was no-one present from Japan to introduce the document. 

On the first proposal, the Chairman of SG2said that the use of electronic means is always encouraged in the work of ITU-D Study Groups. 

He confirmed also that based on the successful outcome of the cluster of meetings in 2008 in terms of both participation and quality of contributions, this experience would be repeated in 2009. About the role of one of the vice-Chairman to be responsible of a cluster of meetings, this could be envisaged, but it would imply the modification of Resolution 1 by the next WTDC. 

On the matter of e-discussion groups, several experiences have been made with success in the past, but participation was limited because all discussions were in English only. As the trials on automatic translations made in ITU had not proven conclusive, because the output translation was neither good nor reliable, it was generally agreed that automatic translations could not be a substitute to professional man-made translations, particularly as most of ITU texts had a regulatory character.

The Chairman of SG2 said that he would report the results of the discussion to the next TDAG.

The delegate from France observed that point 4 of the document requests BDT to put more resources in the case studies library, but expresses his doubts on why BDT should put resources in such an activity. Countries should be invited to contribute in the study, but human resources should not be mentioned.

The delegate of Japan said that the aim of the contribution was to accelerate and enhance the discussions in the Development sector to have better results. The Rapporteur for Question 10-2/2 experimented difficulties in collecting case studies from several countries in rural areas matters because of the language difficulties. The document wanted to propose solutions to surpass these difficulties.

7.
Cooperation with the other two Sectors, including liaison statements (if any)

The Chairman of SG2 thanked the other two ITU Sectors representatives for the very good cooperation achieved in all matters relevant to Study Group 2, in particular to Question 9-2/2.

8.
Coordination with Study Group 1 and the relevant Programmes of Doha Action Plan (DAP)

The Chairman of SG2 noted the good collaboration between the BDT Programmes and the Study Group, including through useful contributions by the BDT Focal Points on the activities of their Programmes in relation to the Questions studied by the Study Group.

Also, he underlined the good collaboration with ITU-D Study Group 1, with direct interchange of messages between the Chairmen and Rapporteur’s of both Study Groups instead of official Liaison Statements.

9.
Proposed place and dates of the next Study Group 2 meetings and Rapporteurs' Group meetings

The Chairman of SG2 informed that the next meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2 will be held in Geneva from 31 August to 4 September 2009, followed by the meeting of ITU-D Study Group 1 from 7 to 11 September 2009.

As a result of the successful experience of clustering meetings in 2008, meetings of the Rapporteur’s Group Meetings will also be grouped in two clusters in 2009, in compliance with the recommendation of TDAG. The proposed dates for the Rapporteur’s Group meetings were approved and are attached here as Annex. 

10.
Any other business

Under other business, the representative of BDT Programme 3 briefly introduced the new ITU-D Study Groups website. The revamping of the STG website aims at consolidating information, improve the navigability, make the interface more user-friendly and help the membership derive the most from the information made available on the site. 

Some comments were made from participants to improve the functionality of the site. In particular, Mrs Saks from United States expressed the need to have a quicker and clearer accessibility area in the BDT homepage. 

Mr. Kawasumi, the Rapporteur for Question 10-2/2 thanked BDT for the good project and expressed the hope that in the management part of the project, the issue of broken links would receive particular attention.  

11.
Closing of the meeting 

The BDT Director praised the meeting for the good results achieved and expressed to the Chairman all his thanks for the skillfull way he conducted the work throughout the week. He expressed his satisfaction for the progress done and reminded participants that the meetings in 2009 will be the last ones before the World Telecommunication Development Conference.

He thanked all the Rapporteurs, vice-Rapporteurs, participants, as well as his staff and others who worked behind the scene to make this meeting possible and to terminate it at lunch time: interpreters, translators, assistants, operators, etc. 

The full text of the Director’s closing statement is found http://itu.int/ITU-D/dir/speeches/0908-stg.html .

The Chairman, Mr. Kisrawi, thanked the BDT Director and all BDT Focal Points for their participation. He also thanked the Study Groups Secretariat for the huge amount of work accomplished in such a short period of time. 

The work was conducted successfully and on time, thanks to all participants, to the very good contributions and to the efficient organizational arrangements made for the meeting.

He wished everybody a safe trip home.

Annex

	FEBRUARY 2009
	DATES 
	VENUE

	Resolution 9 (Rev. Doha, 2006): Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management
	9-10 February
	Room K2

	Question 14-2/2: Telecommunications for e‑health
	11-12am February
	Room K2

	Question 23/2: The unique telecommunication/ICT needs of small island developing states (SIDS)
	12pm – 13 February 
	Room K2

	Question 11-2/2: Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	12 – 13 February 
DRAFTING GROUP

	Room T105


	MARCH 2009
	DATES 
	VENUE

	Question 10-2/2: Telecommunications for rural and remote areas
	18 – 19am March
	Room A

	Question 22/2: Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space‑based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations
	19pm – 20 March
	Room A

	Question 18-1/2: Implementation aspects of IMT-2000 and information-sharing on systems beyond IMT-2000 for developing countries
	23 – 24am March
	Room A

	Question 20-2/2: Examination of access technologies for broadband telecommunications
	24pm – 25 March
	Room A

	Question 11-2/2: Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	26 March 
	Room A

	Question 19-1/2: Strategy for migration from existing networks to next- generation networks for developing countries
	27 March
	Room A


_____________












ITU • Telecommunication Development Bureau • Place des Nations • CH-1211 Geneva • Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 730 5111 • Fax: +41 22 730 5545/5484 • Email: bdtmail@itu.int • www.itu.int/ITU-D/

p:\stg\4studyperiod\circulars\ca36\ca-36-e.doc
3.12.2008 — 15:26

