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	Subject:
	Call for contributions on Question 7-2/1: Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU,

Members of the Development Sector

Dear Sir/Madam,

ITU-D Study Group1 Question 7-2/1, Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services, has received few contributions to its work. The Study Group 1 meeting, held in Geneva from 18 to 21 September 2007, has decided to send to Member States and Sector Members a call for contributions in order to collect appropriate information on the topics to be covered in the study of the Question. Contributions are sought in particular from ITU Administrations and ITU-D Sector Members. 

Members are also encouraged to submit contributions from other organizations such as universal service fund managers, health and education ministries that may have broadband promotion policies, or non-governmental organizations operating in their country.

The definition of the Question can be found at the following Web address: 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_2006-2010/documents/DEFQUEST-SG1/DEFQUEST-Q7-2-1-E.doc
You are kindly requested to share your experiences in a contribution on the topics below or any other information regarding universal access to broadband services. Please note that ITU will only translate documents of five or fewer pages in length. Should you wish to provide a longer document, please prepare a summary of five pages or less that may be translated.

Subject 1:  Current National experiences
Provide case studies on any policies, regulations, practices or programmes to promote access to broadband services, either for residential or public access, including any regulatory, financial and economic information. In particular, provide case studies on:

1. Policies, regulations, practices or programmes designed to promote broadband access in schools, universities, hospitals, local government offices, post offices, other public facilities and telecentres;

2. Any incentives provided to promote broadband access and infrastructure investment, such as tax incentives and the reduction of custom duties for the provision of broadband access in rural areas or to disadvantaged populations.

3. Legislative or regulatory measures to provide broadband services at favourable rates or on a subsidized basis for certain categories of subscribers (disadvantaged persons, the disabled, people in sparsely inhabited rural areas);

4. Any policies, regulations, practices or programmes to promote access to broadband services, in particular related to funding sources, financing mechanisms, tariffs, unbundling local loop access, interconnection, technological neutrality principles, national roaming, site

5. Information on innovative technologies and solutions being used to promote broadband access in underserved areas. 

Subject 2:  Future Plans

Provide information on planned policies, regulations, practices or programmes as well as forecasts or prognosis on the future development of broadband universal access.

The information requested is urgently needed to enable the preparation of the 2008 report in June 2008. We kindly request you to send your document before 31 December 2007.

I invite you to submit your inputs, along with the above listed Subjects, to the following BDT Secretariat contact: 

Counsellor, ITU-D Study Group 1
e-mail: devsg1@itu.int 
Fax: +41 22 7305484

I do hope that you will agree to cooperate on this important initiative.

Yours sincerely,

[Original signed by Mr. Sami Al-Basheer Al Morshid, Director, BDT]
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