Statistics of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in

Azerbaijan: real situation and development perspectives (thesis).

Yusif Yusifov

Head of sector transport and communication statistics

State Statistical Committee of Azerbaijan Republic
Av., Inshaatcilar 

Baku, AZ1136, Azerbaijan
yusify@azstat.org ; y_yusifov@hotmail.com
ICT is improved very fast in Azerbaijan that characterized with dynamic development and integration in global level in recent years. In last 5 years the specific weight of value added in GDP created by ICT companies in accordance with communication sector of country increased for 3.5 times, subscriber of mobile phones increased for 9 times, number of internet users increased for 27 times. It is not surprised that, in 2003 by decree of the President of Azerbaijan Republic on “The adoption of national information and communication technologies strategy for development of the Republic of Azerbaijan” is approved and in 2004 the Ministry of Communication and Information Technologies is established. For transformation to information society, formation of electronic authority, development of intellectual potential, stimulation of social-economic growth there is growing demand for statistical data of communication and IT sector. Simultaneously, to make up national movement and strategy programs for development of communication and IT sector there is grave need to ICT statistics. Implementation of statistics on this field is one of the most essential duties of State Statistical Committee that is the national statistical officer (NSO) of Azerbaijan.
Within the last 10 years there has been formed new environment of ICT in Azerbaijan social-economic life and ICT has been very important sector. $500 million investment was realized to communication and IT sector. 17 persons per 100 are the mobile phone subscriber, connection of internet increases twice as more as in average level for every year, more than 10 thousand computers are imported in average per year. There are created new service types in ICT sector and this sector has possessed very large scope. It’s clear up that being a very new sector and having fast development ICT passed ahead of statistics in some circumstances, and demand on ICT statistics left behind statistical data. But formation of ICT statistics in international level and discussions of its real determination in international organizations once approves this opinion. 
At the present moment statistical information for ICT data is met in different publications of Azerbaijan State Statistics Commute and needed attention to discover this sector is growing. At the present there are more information about information structures, availability of Internet, ICT service and other data in issue “Communication of Azerbaijan”; about production of ICT equipment in issue “Industry of Azerbaijan”; using of ICT in households in issue “Results of statistical survey of households”. In other yearbooks there are some information covered this context too. But we consider that, in future complex presentation of ICT data will enable users to utilization this information. At the present moment there is no responsible department to carry ICT statistics, to organize and collect it, to co-ordinate data, and its presentation.
Organization of communication and information technologies is a field that demands a functional approach with equally institutional approach. Because information technologies cover some types of economical activities related with its production, expansion, and application. For example, in official statistics, ICT is directly introduced as an institute in the production of mobile phones, internet, and other kinds of services that are the main elements of ICT. So, unit of statistical observation is considered in company of communication. In this moment it isn’t difficult to find its share in some macro economic indicators, including in GDP. But ICT is represented in different sectors, such as industry, households, education, and other social fields parallel with communication sector of economy. In this case statistical observation unit isn’t considered as enterprise of İCT, it is considered their level and other quality characteristics in economy, social life, enterprises and households. In the result, there is need of additional rules and methods to form of information society, to learn development of information and communication sector and its infrastructure, to find out position of ICT in GDP and to follow its dynamics.

 It seems to us that, for development of ICT statistics the followings must be covered in directions of our future activities:

· to formation of indicators system;
· to determine of observation system;
· to organize of ICT statistics applying international methodology. 

In publications of Azerbaijan official statistics and international organizations Azerbaijan ICT is introduced with few indicators in compare with real condition. For this reason, it must be formed ICT indicators system, deciding quality and quantity indicators maintaining international comparativeness.  Production of ICT goods, provision of services and level of its using must be base for this system. Global indicators of ICT, infrastructure indicators of ICT, and other specific indicators of ICT in households and enterprises, including in communication and information sector (in I section of NACE classification), education must be covered. It is important to find out demand of users, especially international organizations, determine actual indicators, estimate information resources, given an opportunity to develop scientific-technical and production potential, to determine level of ICT frame in economic and social fields. Indicators system must be improved, renewed and actualized.
Observation rules must be defined in ICT sector. There must be created rules to explore, to find out information origins, to pick up information.  It is very important to create questionnaire, to determine observation objects. There is need of classifications of indicators that covered in statistics and demand additional investigation based to indicators system. 

Methodological information covers formation of indicators system, at the same time the processes that receives, pick up, apply, and expansion of information. In methodology it is need of methods to determine position of ICT in economy, in System National Account (SNA). Especially, there is greet demand to international methodology that evaluate situation of ICT in SNA and the performance of information technologies in development of society and country. 
