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To Administrations of Member States of the ITU
and members of the Development Sector and
other relevant organizations
Dear Sir/Madam,

The World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), held in Istanbul from 
18 to 27 March 2002, emphasized the importance of the development of ITU-D Study Group Question 18/2 (Strategy for migration of mobile networks to IMT-2000 and beyond) and IMT-2000 through Resolution 43 (Assistance for Implementing IMT-2000).  In addition, IMT-2000 is listed as a priority issue under Programme 2 (Technologies and Telecommunication Network Development) of the WTDC-02.  Members have expressed great interest in the IMT-2000 issue and work has begun on Question 18/2 at a recent Rapporteur’s Group meeting held in Geneva on
24-25 June 2002.

During the Rapporteur’s Group meeting, the active involvement of developing countries and their operator groups was determined to be a necessity for successful results of the study question.  The output of Question 18/2 is expected to be a guideline for the smooth migration, including system interoperability among third-generation technologies, with proper collection, analysis and periodic dissemination of pertinent data from relevant groups within the ITU and other organisations dealing with IMT-2000 issues (operators, manufacturers, regional telecommunication organizations, etc.).  In order to identify the economic impact and development aspects for such a migration, as required by Question 18/2, the Rapporteur’s Group would strongly encourage administrations/organizations to contribute in writing covering the following issues:

· Identification of special needs of developing countries regarding migration;

· Identification of migration techniques;

· Costs of the network migration for the operator;

· Cost affordability for end users

· Experience of developed countries when choosing current or future migration paths;

· Possibilities of using first and second generation mobile spectrum for IMT-2000 and beyond;

· Interoperability among first- and/or second-generation mobile systems and IMT-2000 systems and beyond;

· Interoperability among IMT-2000 technologies;

· Extension of IMT-2000 services to other accesses, including access via fixed networks;

· Access independence (including via fixed networks) so that IMT-2000 services are not dependent on access mechanism; 

· Lawful interception and common access to emergency services; and

· Possible case studies on migration of mobile networks to IMT 2000, considering any of the above-mentioned issues.

Initial contributions on these issues will be welcome before 23 August 2002, in order to be distributed at the Study Group 2 meeting from 2 to 6 September  2002.  The next meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group will be held during the September Study Group 2 timeframe.  Representatives of developing countries are strongly encouraged to participate in the work of the Rapporteur’s Group meetings and to provide contributions on the various issues listed above, particularly identifying the specific needs of developing countries towards this migration.

Yours faithfully,

[original signed by Mr. Hamadoun I. Touré, Director]

Hamadoun I. Touré

Director

Annexes: Definition of Question 18/2

   List of other relevant organizations

Distribution:

–
Administrations of Member States of the ITU

–
ITU-D Sector Members

–
Other relevant organizations

–
ITU distribution list

ANNEX 1

Question 18/2:

Strategy for migration of mobile networks to IMT-2000 and beyond

1
Statement of the situation
While it seems clear that the migration to third-generation networks will be universal over time, it will not progress evenly in all countries, in particular developing countries.  ITU-D can play an important role in assisting Member States and Sector Members in developing countries with a smooth migration of their existing first- and second-generation networks into third generation and beyond, both technically and economically.
2
Question or issue proposed for studyIdentify the economic impact and development aspects for such migration, with particular attention to cost affordability for the end-users, as well as identification of migration techniques taking into consideration the experience of developed countries and the special needs of developing countries (e.g. sparse population, low traffic density, propagation conditions, and the need for a low-cost national IMT-2000 network). Examine The possibility of using first and second generation mobile spectrum for IMT-2000 and beyond.

3
Expected output
A guideline for smooth migration, including system interoperability among third-generation technologies, with proper collection, analysis and periodic dissemination of relevant data from relevant groups within ITU and those outside (operator groups for mobile services, etc.).

4
Timing
The course of the next ITU-D study period with a mid-term guide by early 2004.

5
Proposers/sponsorsThis Question has been requested by ITU-D Study Group 2 and developing countries.
6
Sources of input 
1.
Collection of related technical progress in both ITU-R and ITU-T.

2.
The ITU handbook on IMT-2000 and beyond.

3.
Visions of national and/or regional organizations in developed countries (e.g. ETSI, TIA, ARIB, etc.).

4.
Experiences of smooth migration by administrations of developed and developing countries.

5.
Relevant input from manufacturers.

7
Target audience 

	
	Developed countries
	Developing countries
	LDCs

	Telecom policy-makers
	X
	X
	X

	Telecom regulators
	X
	X
	X

	Service providers/operators)
	-
	X
	X

	Manufacturers
	X
	-
	-


a)
Target audience - Who specifically will use the output
Telecommunication operators, policy makers and regulators.

b)
Proposed methods for the implementation of the results
Operators will directly implement the results of this work.

8
Proposed methods of handling the question or issue

a)
How?

Within a study group:
A core group of voluntary and BDT experts should be established and tasked with the timely proposed outputs for consideration by the study group in its yearly meeting.  The core group should be composed of mobile services experts, preferably from mobile operators and manufacturers, with geographical balance between developed and developing countries.

b)
Why?

The Question output needs a multi-year period to achieve its objectives, being mainly based on future work progress achieved by ITU-R and ITU-T and those national and/or regional organizations concerned in developed countries.
9
Coordination 

The proposed expert core group should take into consideration (and without duplication of activities):

 output from the study groups in ITU-T and Working Party 8/F of ITU-R;

 any regional study for such migration, especially by regional operator groups (e.g. ETNO, mobile operator groups, etc.);

 output from those involved in dual-mode operations for the mobile services (terrestrial and satellite modes).

10
Other relevant information

Data related to IMT-2000 licensing regimes. 

*****

ANNEX 2

List of other relevant organizations: 

African Telecommunications Union

APT IMT-2000 Forum

Association of Andean Community Telecommunications Enterprises (ASETA)

Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

Caribbean Telecommunications Union (CTU)

UMTS Forum

CDG

3G Americas

GSM Association 

Global Mobile Supplier Association (GMSA)

CTIA/Alacel

Operator’s Harmonization Group (OHG – via Vodaphone)

Open Mobility Alliance (OMA)

3GPP & 3GPP2

Association of Radio Industries and Businesses (ARIB) 

China Wireless Telecommunication Standard Group (CWTS)

European Telecommunication Standards Institute (ETSI)

Telecommunication Industry Association (TIA)

T1

TSACC

Telecommunication Technology Committee (TTC)

Telecommunication Technology Association (TTA)

NMT Association – Nordic Mobile Telephone
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