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Chairman, Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS)
SUMMARY OF THE 15TH MEETING

Summary
This report summarizes the main results of the 15th Meeting of the Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS), held from 22-24 June 2009 in line with PP-06 Resolutions 102 and 140 and 2008 Council Resolution Mod. 1282 incorporated with a second meeting of the Dedicated Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues in accordance with Resolution 75 WTSA-08 (Johannesburg, 2008)
Action required
To combine this document with the Chairman’s Summary of the 14th Meeting to prepare the final report to the Council-09. 
References
Resolution 140 (Antalya 2006), Resolution 102 (Antalya, 2006), 2008 Council Resolution Mod. 1282, WTSA Resolution 75 (Johannesburg, 2008), Opinion 1 of the WTPF-09..






1.	Introduction
1.1	ITU Council Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS) held its 15th meeting from 22-24 June 2009 in Geneva.The work of the WG-WSIS is conducted in line with Resolution 140 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006), which calls upon the Working Group:
a) to facilitate membership input and guidance on the ITU implementation of relevant WSIS outcomes and;
b) to elaborate proposals to the Council that may be necessary for adapting ITU to its role in building the information society. (Res. 140).
1.2	Following establishment within the WG-WSIS a Dedicated Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues, open only to all Member States, in accordance with Resolution 75 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) (Johannesburg, 2008), the second day of the meeting was dedicated to the work of the Dedicated Group. 
1.3	Around 60 delegates, representing ITU Member States and Sector Members, participated in the meeting, which was chaired by Prof. Dr. Vladimir Minkin, (Russian Federation). 
2.	Adoption of the agenda
The agenda (WG-WSIS-15/2) reflecting distribution of the documents was adopted as drafted. 
3. 	Adoption of the time management plan
The time management plan was adopted as presented by the Chairman. It was decided that the Dedicated Group would hold its meeting on 23 June 2009 starting at 9.30 hours. 
4. 	Welcoming Remarks
4.1 	Mr. H.Zhao, Deputy Secretary-General and Chairman of ITU WSIS Task Force, welcomed the participants and reported on recent activities of the ITU carried out in relation to the WSIS. In particular, he reported on the WSIS Forum 2009, which with its new format aimed at revitalizing the WSIS process and achieving greater inclusiveness, more action and greater focus on results in the implementation of the WSIS outcomes. The Forum, which was organized by the ITU in cooperation with UNESCO, UNDP and UNCTAD, held 35 tematic sessions, 6 High Level Panels and draw the attention of more than 600 participants from governmental bodies amd other partners. Mr Zhao reported also on results of the 4th meeting of the United Nations Group on the Information Society (UNGIS), in particular drawing attention to the revision of its terms of reference, which from now on also include science and technology addressing the GA Resolution A/RES/62/208 (upon request of the HLCP). He drew attention to the new work plan reflecting among the others joint initiatives (open access to scientific knowledge; child on-line protection; science, technology, and innovation) and Open Consultations on Financial Mechanisms for Meeting the Challenges of ICT for Development to be held shortly. Moreover he drew attention to co-organized by the ITU together with the ESCWA, Ministry of Syria and UNESCO, regional meeting, Regional Follow-up to the Outcome of the World Summit on the Information Society, held in Damascus, being the step towards more cooperation with the Regional Economic Commissions on the WSIS related issues in the future, ensuring that there is no budgetary implications and relying on the strong commitment of the regions. In context of the Dedicated Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues Mr Zhao underlined that he would like to see a more active role of this Group in assisting the Members and the ITU management team in taking care of the internet related issues. 
4.2	Mr. S.Al-Basheer, BDT Director welcomed the participants and made some introductory remarks on the role played by ITU-D in the implementation of WSIS Outcomes in collaboration with other sectors and ITU General Secretariat. He outlined the meaning of WSIS Action Line C2 in the work of ITU-D drawing attention to the importance of the discussion on the Roadmap. He also highlighted the ITU-D’s role in the implementation of the WSIS Action Line C5. He underlined that the roadmap is an important aspect which needs to be discussed in the context of the up-coming WTDC-10 to be held in Hyderabad, India. He also drew attention to the role of the regional connect summits, and mentioned Connect CIS to be held in November 2009 in Minsk. In regards of the other regional meetings and cooperation he reconfirmed the willingness of close work with the regional economic commissions in the future including ESCWA, ESCAP, ECA, etc. He considers the meeting in Damascus as very successful, however he recognizes some emerging duplications in efforts, which need to be addressed in order to avoid creation of parallel processes. In this context he mentioned the GAID which’s role needs to be more explored, and he advised that relationships with GAID should be properly coordinated in order to avoid any possible duplication of effort not only within the UN system but also with regards to the Member States and the other relevant stakeholders. 
The Group endorsed the BDT Director’s proposal to coordinate properly this activity. 
4.3	Mr. M. Johnson, TSB Director, welcomed the participants and announced his contribution in the next agenda point. 
4.4	Dr. V. Timofeev, BR Director, welcomed the participants. He informed the meeting about recent developments in the BR, in particular drawing attention to the shift of the dates of the World Radiocommunication Conference to be held in January-February 2012, and ongoing consultations on the new dates. 
4.5	Mr. Minkin (Russian Federation) welcomed the participants and opened the meeting. He outlined the importance of the work of this group for WSIS implementation. 

5.	Information Reports 
The following reports were presented:
5.1	Document WG-WSIS-15/5 was presented by Mr. M. Johnson, TSB Director. It provides updates on the on-going activities of the ITU-T Sector in the context of WSIS implementation. It was pointed out that all the WSIS Action Lines require the development of standards in order for their successful implementation. All ITU-T study groups are contributing to WSIS follow-up. The document highlights some developments in the study group activities since the previous meeting, such as the creation of an Environment and Climate Change study group. The document also provides information on other ITU-T activities such as the six workshops held since the previous meeting, and bridging the standardization gap. Regarding Internet related activities he explained that the Secretary-General has asked him to take the lead in the Secretariat on Internet governance issues and that he chairs the Secretariat’s task group on Internet governance with members of the General Secretariat and the three Bureaux. The group is coordinating the ITU contribution to the next IGF which will include an Open Forum and several workshops including IPv6, climate change, accessibility and cybersecurity. ITU is also leading the Dynamic Coalitions on Internet and Climate Change, and Accessibility and Disability which will hold meetings at the IGF. He explained that regular meetings had been established with ICANN secretariat which had discussed a possible MoU addressing collaboration. In accordance with WTSA Resolution 64 a new website on IPv6 went live in May, a questionnaire had been circulated seeking concerns on implementation of IPv6, and a report to Council was being prepared. 
5.2	Part one of the document WG-WSIS-15/13 was presented by BDT. The main purpose of this document is to provide an overview on ITU-D’s major activities related to action line C2 along with a draft roadmap for implementation of this action line. This document was presented to the Regional Preparatory Meeting for the Asia-Pacific region (RPM-ASP) for the 2010 WTDC and has been indorsed by the participants. The document was also presented to the WSIS forum (session devoted for action Line C2) during which the participants were requested to look at roadmap and provide comments to help improve the proposed roadmap. It was underlined that in order to meet all goals extra funding as well as strong commitment of all WSIS stakeholders is required. 
5.3	Upon the request of the member states additional three presentations have been given by the BDT. The document WG-WSIS-15/20 provided an overview of the new initiative on the Connect a School, Connect a Community. Document WG-WSIS-15/21 provided information on the initiative Connect Villages. Document WG-WSIS-15/22 focused on the Wireless Infrastructure Initiative.
5.4	Report on the WSIS Stocktaking (WG-WSIS-15/03) was presented by the General Secretariat. ITU continues to maintain the WSIS Stocktaking database as an effective tool for the exchange of information on the projects in relation to the implementation of the 11 Action Lines. As of today there are more than 4000 projects registered and the number of entries continues to grow. Report draws attention to the planned activities in the coming future in particular improvement of the database, new functionalities adapted to the needs of the UNGIS as well as elaboration of the WSIS Stocktaking Report 2010. In this context the membership has been requested for the guidance regarding the form of the report, which may include the analytical part upon the availability of resources dedicated to this exercise. 
5.5	The Group appreciated reports presented by ITU and suggested:
	that in the future some part of the meeting might be dedicated to the discussion on the results achieved by implementation of the projects related to the WSIS implementation to get a better understanding on the challenges related to the implementation.
	that to the next WG-WSIS meeting, where the final Report to the Council-10 for PP-10 should be developed, the Secretariat will prepare joint report on the ITU activities related to the WSIS implementation and follow-up, which would reflect all contributions from all sectors and general secretariat on the progress achieved in relation to the WSIS goals up to 2010 with analysis on the progress made so far, at least for those Action Lines where the ITU is playing the leading facilitator role, based on the WSIS Stocktaking exercise. WSIS Forum 2009 outcomes of the discussions should be also incorporated in the document.
	For the other relevant action lines it is proposed to Council to request the Secretary General to coordinate with respective UN agencies to receive similar analysis on the progress made in the field of their responsibilities.

6.	ITU’s activities in WSIS facilitation, implementation and follow-up (Res 140)
6.1 	Document WG-WSIS-15/09 was presented by the ITU General Secretariat. The main purpose of this document is to provide a draft framework for elaboration of the strategy for the WSIS. This document should be more used as reference document reflecting all existing WSIS mechanisms as well as decisions that have been made by the ITU conferences in relation to the WSIS implementation and follow-up. 
6.2 	Part two of the document WG-WSIS-15/13 was been presented by BDT. He drew attention to the fact that BDT followed guidance of the WG-WSIS filling in the proposed template of the roadmap. As for now this draft roadmap should be seen as living document, which reflects the planned activities. 
6.3 	Documents WG-WSIS-15/14 and WG-WSIS-15/15 were presented by the ITU General Secretariat. The purpose of these documents was to provide information on the roadmaps for the ITU in its role as sole facilitator for AL C5 and ITU’s activites in it’s role as sole facilitator. 
6.4 	Document WG-WSIS-15/07 has been presented by the representative of Malaysia. The objective of the document was to come out with conceptual framework to chart the overall WSIS roadmap for the Union. 

6.5 	The Group appreciated presentation of the documents and made some comments:
	Proposal of strategic conceptual framework, presented via Malaysia, was in principle supported. It was stressed that objectives, listed in the framework, need to be reviewed as they do not come from any previous agreements. The Group requested for more time to carry out further analysis and provide necessary input for the discussion at the next meeting taking into account the achieved results. 
	It was also noted that it could be rather difficult to elaborate this kind of document for the period going above 5 years time, however it would be useful to keep in mind long term vision for further development of the information society and ITU’s role in it. 
	The Group recognized the necessity for linkages between WSIS roadmap and strategic and financial plans of the Union. Results based management approach needs to be taken into account in accordance to the Resolution 71, 72 and 151 (PP-06).
	The Group endorsed the Roadmap for WSIS Action Line C2 and proposed to add the column 4 (ITU Strategic Goals and relevant ITU Resolutions) also with Programmes and Initiatives. 
	The Secretariat was requested to reformat the roadmap for the Action Line C5 presented to the previous meeting following the example of the roadmap elaborated for the Action Line C2 to be added to the final WG-WSIS report to the Council-09. 

7.	Information reports from Council Working Groups on Terminology: Use in the Constitution and Convention and Security Definitions & Terminology: Use in ICTs 
7.1 	The documents WG-WSIS-15/16 and WG-WSIS-15/19 were presented by the Chairman of the Group on Res. 149, drawing attention to the results developed by the WG-Def (Res. 149) and WG-Terminology (Res. 142). The documents were noted.
8.	Proposals to the Council that may be necessary for adapting ITU to its role in building the information society (Res 140) 
8.1 	The documents WG-WSIS-15/18 was presented by the representative of Malaysia. The purpose of the document was to provide general ideas with regard to the concept of rebranding and propose the possible way forwards that could be considered for adoption and its implementation by the Union. Rebranding is about rebuilding the image of the Union to further strengthen its position as a relevant and respectable specialist UN agency. A strongly branded identity will enable the Union to become a more accountable, transparent, communicative and engaging entity in fulfilling it legislative mandate towards members and stakeholders. In addition, it can also inspire the right behaviours that will ultimately bring about more substantive changes for the benefit of its members. It is generally acknowledged that branding is a powerful catalyst for enhancing confidence, demonstrating the effectiveness of collaborations and building consensus around a positive future agenda for the organisations. To succeed, the ITU needs to reposition its brand in a manner that is optimistic and, at the same time, realistic and practical. This might need some changes to the constitution, convention and perhaps the title of the ITU. 
8.2 	The Group noted that WG-WSIS is mandated to bring up the proposed concept and approach for adaptation ITU to its enhanced role in building information society as defined in the Resolution 140 (PP-06, Antalya) and Council Resolutions 1282. 
8.3 	It was resolved that the proposal will be further investigated. The document will be made available in the reflector for comments of the membership and further discussions will take place at the next WG-WSIS meeting under preparation to the final report to the Council-10 and PP-10,  taking into consideration the results of the debate during the Council-09 of the member states’ response to the Circular Letter 143 by the General Secretariat.
8.4	The 14th meeting of WG-WSIS agreed to postpone to the next meeting the decision on the proposal of the Russian Federation “to consider would the ITU to be an initiator for providing the WSIS+10 Summit in 2015 and continue to play the leading managerial role in the executive secretariat of the Summit and its preparatory process if UNGA supports the WSIS 2015”. In this context the chair of the meeting invited the participants to the discussion on this subject. 
8.5	The Group decided that it still needs more information on the requirements that could be available in the next year, upon of availability of the reports from such meetings as Regional Preparatory Meetings (RPMs), Internet Governance Forum (IGF), Commission on Science, Technology and Development (CSTD), etc. 
9.  	ITU’s role with regard to International Public Policy issues pertaining to the Internet and the management of Internet resources (Res.102)
The second day was dedicated to discussions of the Dedicated Group of the WG-WSIS on the International Internet-related Public Policy issues. 
	The Chairman of the Dedicated Group Mr. M.Al Mazyed (Saudi Arabia) informed the WG-WSIS on the meeting outcomes.
	The Report of the Dedicated Group of the WG-WSIS on the International Internet-related Public Policy issues is contained in Annex 1. 
Other business 
10.1	The draft WG-WSIS Report to Council-09 based on the Summaries of the 14th and 15th Meetings and reflecting directly all agreed conclusions from both meetings will be prepared by the Chairman with the assistance of the Secretariat and posted on the web by the 15th of July 2009. The Report will be annexed with the roadmaps for C2 and C5.
The comments from the group membership should be submitted to strategy@itu.int within two weeks, not later than 1st August 2009. 
10.2 	It was proposed to hold next meeting of the WG-WSIS (second week of February 2010). The Secretariat will investigate the best possible dates taking into account planning of the meeting of the other Council Working Groups, pending the decision of the Council-09. 


11.	Summary of the 15th Meeting
A "Summary of the 15th Meeting of the WG-WSIS" was approved by the Group and was posted on the WG-WSIS website (www.itu.int/wg-wsis" www.itu.int/wg-wsis).
11,2  In closing the meeting, the Chairman gave his thanks to the Vice-Chairmen, in particular to Mr. Al Mazyed (Saudi Arabia), Chairman of the Dedicated Group of the WG-WSIS on the International Internet-related Public Policy issues. The Chairman extended his personal thanks to all the ITU Member States and Sector Members who made contributions and participated in the work of the WG-WSIS, to the elected officials and to the General Secretariat for the efficient assistance provided during meetings.


Prof.Dr. Vladimir Minkin (Russian Federation)

