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	Up-date on WSIS Stocktaking 



The WSIS Stocktaking
 is publicly-accessible database of WSIS-related implementation activities initiated during the Tunis phase of WSIS and since maintained under the stewardship of ITU as requested in Tunis Agenda, para 120. Since then, it has become an effective tool for the exchange of information on the projects fostering development of the information society: it is structured according to the 11 WSIS Action Lines. As of December 2007, more than 3500 projects were registered in the database and the number of entries continues to grow. 

In order to expand the functionality and interactivity of this publicly-available tool, several improvement were completed in year 2007. The database architecture was adjusted in order to accelerate responsiveness of the search interface. All existing hyperlinks (URLs) were reviewed and updated. The level of interactivity has been improved by allowing stakeholders to directly update their entries. Finally, a new approach of devolving stocktaking responsibilities has been introduced. Thanks to this approach, all WSIS stakeholders have the possibility of install the stocktaking database web interface on their own website. This has made the database available for very different uses and purposes at national, regional and international levels. At the Connect Africa Summit, the Stocktaking Team launched the Connect Africa Commitments portal that facilitated ITU collecting information on ongoing and planned projects and commitments in Africa – the latter eventually totalling more that USD 55 billion. In addition, the Stocktaking Team has collected information on ICT infrastructures in Africa as well as current national plans relating to WSIS implementation. 

In order to increase awareness among WSIS Stakeholders, a series of presentations were given at each of the Action Line facilitation meeting held during the cluster of WSIS-related events surrounding World Information Society Day 2007 (May 17 2007). In addition, the Stocktaking Team has been coordinating with WSIS facilitators with regard to embedding the stocktaking tool on Action Line-dedicated portals. Recently, the ITU circulated a new request for updating information and submitting new project descriptions to the Stocktaking database (see Annex 1). 

In addition, the ITU-D continues to maintain a complementary tool, the ICT Success Stories Portal
, which is a searchable online database of over 600 ICT projects from some 70 countries. A key theme that emerges from these many projects is that there is no “one size fits all” approach to using ICTs to promote development. The portal is designed to showcase innovative business models, good governance examples, local development strategies and replicable best practices in various fields of everyday life as well as the lessons learned from multi-stakeholder partnerships across different geographic, economic or regulatory environments and making use of multiple ICT technologies. 
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