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1. Due to the mandate given to the ITU to facilitate the Action Line C2: Information and Communication Infrastructure as well as internal decision that ITU-D shall take the lead on this action the BDT continues to carry out numerous activities related to the facilitation of the ICT infrastructure development. The following presents the activities that have been undertaken since April 2007, i.e. last TDAG meeting. 
2. Within the framework of the cluster of WSIS related events the ITU-D, in collaboration with UNDP, has organized Joint Facilitation Meeting on WSIS Action Lines C2, C4, C6, that took place in Geneva on 16 May 2007. One of the goals of the meeting was to encourage synergies across three action lines focusing on the infrastructure, enabling environment and capacity building. As a result of discussions (see final report
) the meeting reaffirmed the willingness to follow agreed directions of the facilitation framework in particular facilitation of the implementation of large scale impact making initiatives and development of thematic activities. Accordingly the meeting approved proposed Plan of Action directed towards six components as follows:

· Promotion of National ICT-Strategies

· Harmonization of the ICT Policies in the different regions

· Development of regional and large-scale national initiatives

· Launch of global thematic ICT Infrastructure initiatives

· Development of a Virtual Financing Platform

· Deployment of an Online Tool for ICT Development Assessment

3. Since then the ITU-D undertook number of preparatory actions in order to address each of these components. The following presents some of them: 

· Update of the information on the national reporting on WSIS implementation reflecting status of development of the ICT-strategies worldwide;

· In collaboration with the European Commission development of large scale project focusing on the harmonization ICT policies in three regions, including Sub-Saharan countries, Caribbean countries and Pacific Island States;
· Coordination with the regional organizations focusing on large scale projects, like for instance NEPAD, RASCOM, INFINITY; 

· Launch of the virtual space dedicated to the thematic ICT infrastructure initiatives. Its functionality is going to be extended according to the requests of the stakeholders. The virtual space is available here
;
· Extensive research on the ICT broadband infrastructure in Africa as background for development of the strategic documents aimed at mobilization of the resources for enhanced investment in the ICT infrastructure
. 
4. In May 2007 the ITU announced ITU initiative on Connect Africa as a global multi-stakeholder partnership to mobilize the human, financial and technical resources required to bridge major gaps in ICT infrastructure across the region. The initiative was officially launched during Connect Africa Summit held in Rwanda from 29-30 October 2007. The initiative resulted in set up of coordinated follow-up approach for the ICT infrastructure development in Africa as well as concrete resource mobilisation. More than 55 billion USD has been committed by participating public and private stakeholders to be spent within five coming years. Detailed information on the Connect Africa Initiative may be found here
. ITU-D Team apart of the activities related to the organisation of the Summit undertook several actions aimed at ITU strategy and content development, including elaboration of bankable project documents
, background papers
, concept papers
. 

5. Moreover as mandated by its Membership, within the framework of the Regional Initiatives, the ITU-D continued to facilitate development of the large scale regional projects focusing on the ICT infrastructure development. In addition the ITU-D continues to facilitate development of other regional projects as listed below: 
· Harmonization of ICT Policies: Sub-Saharan countries;

· Harmonization of ICT Policies: Caribbean countries;
· Capacity Building of ICT Policies: Pacific Island States;
· ICT Applications and Satellite Diversity: Pacific Island States;
· Feasibility Studies for Connecting Africa. 

More information on the projects may be found here
. 
6. It is worth mentioning that ITU-D Operational Plan 2008-2011 included approximately 50 activities relevant to the WSIS Action Line C2 to be carried out in 2008. The following presents relationship to the ITU-D programmes and initiatives: 

· 25 activities related to the network development; broadband connectivity; access in rural areas;
· 4 activities related to e-strategies and ICT applications;
· 7 activities related to the economics and finance; 

· 7 activities related to the least developed counties and emergency telecommunications; 

· 2activities related to partnership and promotion;
· 5 activities related to the private sector, gender, youth, indigenous people and people with disabilities. 

More information on these projects can be found in the Operational Plan 2008-2011

____________
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/wsis/c2/docs/2007-May-16/documents/C2-C6-C4-Report-VF.pdf" ��http://www.itu.int/wsis/c2/docs/2007-May-16/documents/C2-C6-C4-Report-VF.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/jive/index.jspa?categoryID=159" ��http://www.itu.int/jive/index.jspa?categoryID=159� 


� E.g. Connectivity in Africa, Feasibility Studies for Connectivity in Africa, Background Documents for the Connect Africa Summit.


� See document No TDAG08-13/4-E


� Project Document of Feasibility Studies for Connecting Africa available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/infrastructure/projects/BB-CA-FS-Africa/feasibility-study-v-1-4-JP.pdf" ��http://www.itu.int/infrastructure/projects/BB-CA-FS-Africa/feasibility-study-v-1-4-JP.pdf� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/itu-d/projects/index.html" ��http://www.itu.int/itu-d/projects/index.html� (category call for partners)


� The background papers focusing on the ICT backbone and access infrastructure, as well as enabling environment are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/connect/africa/2007/summit/programme.html" ��http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/connect/africa/2007/summit/programme.html� 


� Concept Paper on Connectivity for Africa is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/infrastructure/REM/project-proposal.doc" ��http://www.itu.int/infrastructure/REM/project-proposal.doc� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/wsis/c2/projects/index.html" ��http://www.itu.int/wsis/c2/projects/index.html� 


� http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/pdf/op/OP2008-2011.pdf  
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