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Proposed definitions related to Internet

1
Background

Syria submitted Delayed 23 to ITU-T Study Group 2, containing proposed definitions related to Internet.  However, there was no substantive discussion of the proposals.

Noting:

a) The two contributions from Syria to the Council Working Group on WSIS, which were sent to the present meeting for information,

b) That the UN Working Group on Internet Governance has not, at the time this paper was written, agreed on definitions,

Considering that, to arrive at clear definitions for the Internet, it would be advisable to simplify the issue by dividing the matter into two parts:

i. The policy issues which will be discussed at the Council Working Group on WSIS

ii. The technical issues which are within the mandate of the ITU-T, covering also charging and accounting for international interconnectivity for the Internet, recognizing the Constitution’s definition of telecommunications (provision. 1012) “Telecommunication: any transmission, emission or reception of signs, signals, writing, images and sounds or intelligence of any nature by wire, radio, optical or other electromagnetic systems”. 

2
Justification for the proposal

Therefore Syria reconfirms its proposal that the international aspects of the technical part of the Internet (means to deliver messages, receive them, etc.) fall within the scope of the ITU’s mandate, and shall be handled by it. The content of messages is of course outside the mandate of the ITU.

Bearing the above in mind, and in light of the discussions at the World Telecommunications Standardization Assembly 2004, Syria is now submitting a proposal for definitions to the group created by WTSA Resolution 46, with some changes with respect to its previous proposal contained in SG2 Delayed 23.

The purpose of these definitions would be to avoid confusion and misunderstanding arising from different (in fact incompatible) uses of the same term.  For example, the term “the Internet” is variously used to refer to all applications (in many cases, called services by non ITU-concerned groups) offered using TCP/IP technologies, or just to the TCP/IP layer, or just to the Domain Name System, and this at times simultaneously within the same speech or paper.  These definitions will also clarify other issues raised by ITU-T Study Groups.

The proposed definitions should assist Administrations in distinguishing what is supposed to be within the responsibility of governments, jointly or individually, and topics for which the role of governments might be limited to coordination (e.g. standards development).  These definitions should help Administrations to decide:

a) What is good for its own country with respect to organization of national Internet Governance matters.

b) What should be subject for collaboration with other Administrations.  This might include, but not be limited, to:

i) IP address allocation

ii) Domain name issues, for both ccTLDs and gTLDs

iii) ENUM registration

iv) Combating spam

Considering the above, Syria propose the following definitions.

3
Proposed Definitions

Governance

The set of shared rules, procedures, and processes, including government involvement in the form of laws and regulations (for example for country code top level domains, generic top level domains, and security issues including combating spam), that results in practices and operations that are consistent with the sovereign rights of states and the market interests of the operators and end-users.

Internet

The set of protocols, facilities, and arrangements that enable end-user access to IP-based services and applications such as the world-wide-web, electronic mail, “IP Telephony” and/or “Internet Telephony”, etc.

IP-based services

Applications that are offered to end-users over IP-based networks.

IP-based networks

Networks that utilize the TCP/IP protocol at the transport layer.

IP addresses

Routing addresses used in the Internet Protocol (IP).

Domain Name

A hierarchically structured string, composed of a subset of International Reference Alphabet (IRA) characters, that uniquely identifies an IP address.

IRA

The International Reference Alphabet, the 7-bit character set defined in ITU-T Recommendation T.50 (ISO/IEC 646), commonly referred to in the past as IA5 or 7-bit ASCII.

Internationalised Domain Name

A domain name based on an extended character set, using characters other than IRA, in particular those of national languages.

Domain Name System

The set of protocols, facilities, and arrangements that allow end-users to create domain names associated with an IP address and that allow end-user applications to discover the IP address associated with a domain name.

Spam

E-Mail sent in violation of a country’s E-mail laws (if available), including, but not limited to: (1) containing deceptive content, including criminal content; (2) that does not provide the recipient with an effective means to request that such telecommunications cease; (3) that contains misleading information about the sender or fails to disclose the sender’s address; or (4) that is sent when the recipient has specifically requested the sender not to do so.
WHOIS

A listing of, or directory lookup system for, the names and addresses of the owners of domain names.

Voice over IP

The interconnection of two telephone stations which have ITU-T Recommendation E.164 numbers, using the Internet Prococol (IP).

IP Telephony

The interconnection of a telephone station which has an ITU-T Recommendation E.164 number with a station in a different country which has an IP address, using the Internet Prococol (IP).

Internet Telephony

A voice connection between two stations in two different countries which have IP addresses, using the Internet Protocol (IP).

Alternative definitions: Syria is willing to accept any modification to any of the proposed definitions if already agreed by a group of countries, e.g. OECD, EU, etc.
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