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Introduction

1.
At the invitation of the ITU Council 2004, the ITU Council Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS) held its 8th meeting on 3-4 May 2005 in Geneva. The work of the WG-WSIS is conducted in line with Council Resolution 1222, which calls upon the Working Group:

1. to continue to provide updated ITU inputs to the WSIS preparatory process, including documents arising from ITU meetings (including possible relevant Thematic Meetings), as appropriate, within available financial resources, in accordance with Decision 8 and Resolution 113 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakech, 2002);

2.  to prepare, based on inputs of the Member States and Sector Members, as well as those of the Secretary-General and the Directors of the Bureaux, and submit to Council the updated proposals on:

· necessary ITU actions to help accomplish the goals and objectives articulated in the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action, as adopted by the first phase of WSIS; 

· how the ITU might further adapt itself to the Information Society and the changing telecommunication environment;

· ITU participation in the second phase of the WSIS preparation process,

3. reporting annually to the Council.

2.
Around 70 delegates, representing ITU Member States and Sector Members, participated in the meeting, which was chaired by Mr Yuri G. Grin, Director General of the Department for International Cooperation, Ministry for Information Technologies and Communications of the Russian Federation. 

3.
The agenda (see Annex) was adopted with an additional item 3a on “ITU-T Contribution to Council Working Group on WSIS”. 

4.
At the start of the meeting, the secretariat introduced the background documents that are available on the web page: http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/wsis_WG.html. 

5.
Next, information regarding the results of two meetings that had been held on 2 May 2005 in Geneva (Informal Consultations on the WSIS Implementation Mechanism, chaired by Dr Yuri G. Grin and a Short-lived group to Prepare ITU-T Contributions to Council Working Group on WSIS, chaired by Mr Pinheiro, Brazil) was provided. Mr Pinheiro presented the outcome of the short-lived group and invited the Working Group to present it to Council, requesting Council to present it to the World Summit on the Information Society. It was noted that Council should avoid a lengthy discussion on this issue
6.
Reports on the outcomes of WSIS Prepcom-2 (17-25 February 2005) and on WSIS Thematic Meetings in which ITU had an organization role were provided by the secretariat.

7.
Under agenda item 6 (contributions from the membership) a total of six contributions had been received: three from Syria, two from the Russian Federation and one from Cuba. These were introduced by those delegations under the subsequent agenda items.

8.
Under agenda item 7 (Internet Governance), the secretariat introduced the two background documents (draft factual paper and draft options paper) that had been prepared at the request of the 7th WG-WSIS meeting. It was broadly agreed not to open the debate on the “Internet Governance” issues during this meeting, in order to avoid pre-empting the WGIG and because of the lack of consensus as well as demanding timetable of the meeting. 

9.
Under agenda item 9, the secretariat briefly summarized the paper “The WSIS process and proposals on how ITU might adapt itself further to the information society”, which had been posted online on 31 January and which was based on inputs from the elected officials and member states.

10.
It was agreed that ad-hoc groups would be established to further the work of the group, as follows:

a) ITU participation in the second phase WSIS preparation process, chaired by Mr Johan Martin-Löf (Sweden). This group in turn created a drafting group on proposals on ITU involvement in the WSIS implementation mechanism, chaired by Prof. Vladimir Minkin (Russian Federation);

b) Proposals on how ITU should adapt itself to the Information Society, chaired by Mr Nabil Kisrawi (Syrian Arab Republic)

11.
The meetings of the ad-hoc groups took place in the afternoon and early evening of 3 May 2004. 

12.
At the beginning of the second day of the meeting, the chairs of the ad-hoc groups presented their reports (summarised below). 

Report of the ad-hoc group on ITU participation in the second phase WSIS preparation process 

13.
The chairman proposed structuring the debate around five items, as follows:

· Stocktaking exercise;

· ICT Indicators;

· WSIS Thematic Meetings;

· ITU-T contribution on the definition of the Internet;

· Follow up and Implementation Mechanism.

14.
Stocktaking: There was a common understanding regarding the necessity for a continuation of the stocktaking activity up to and beyond the completion of the Tunis phase. However, it was noted that this could have budgetary implications, especially if the WSIS Bureau decides to go ahead with the Swiss proposal for a second document relating to stakeholder commitments. Regarding this issue, the secretariat explained that there is currently a team of eight people who are working part-time on the stocktaking, split between ITU and the WSIS-ES, of whom most are funded by voluntary contributions, notably from Japan, Republic of Korea, Switzerland and Tunisia and. maintained only thanks to the donations coming from certain countries. Moreover, the success of stocktaking depends on the engagement of all stakeholders involved in the realization of WSIS action lines in contributing information.

15.
The chairman underlined that the role of ITU in the future stocktaking exercise would be crucial, both in the stocktaking of ITU’s own WSIS-related activities (which must continue) and on ITU’s involvement in the overall WSIS stocktaking (where guidance from Council may be required as well as a decision at the Tunis phase). Taking into consideration ITU’s extensive experience in this field, it is important that ITU continues to play a leading role, in co-operation with the WSIS-ES.

16.
ICT Indicators: The secretariat summarized the latest developments in the field of ITU involvement in measuring the Information Society, notably in the WSIS Thematic Meeting on Measuring ICT for Development, held on 7-9 February 2005. This meeting had entrusted responsibility for collecting part of a core set of information society indicators relating to infrastructure and networks. Although ITU has long-standing experience in gathering ICT infrastructure indicators, there is still A need to extend the activities in certain fields, for instance pricing for mobile communications and Internet, which may have resource implications for ITU. 

17.
During the discussion it was highlighted that ITU should remain the most important reference amongst all the other agencies specialized in the collection of statistics. It was broadly recognized that developing countries face difficulties in gathering ICT data and that very often, this problem is related to failing human capacity. It would be desirable to draw the attention of the appropriate institutions, like the World Bank or regional development agencies to this issue, in order to encourage them to support capacity building in this field.

18.
WSIS Thematic Meetings: The secretariat had earlier provided information on WSIS Thematic Meetings that had taken place since the previous WG-WSIS meeting. The forthcoming ones in which ITU is involved include:

· 16-17 May, in Tokyo, Japan, on Ubiquitous Network Societies;

· 23-24 June, in Seoul, Republic of Korea, on multi-stakeholder partnerships for bridging the digital divide;

· 28 June-1 July, in Geneva, on Cybersecurity.

The WG-WSIS encouraged ITU to continue its efforts and invited Council to forward reports on these meetings to the PrepCom process. ITU should also send reports of other relevant meetings -  Cybersecurity in Moscow and Brazil - to the PrepCom process.

19.
ITU-T Contribution on the definition of Internet:  The outcome of the short-lived group (Res. 46) was presented and the Working Group agreed to forward it to Council, inviting the Council to present it to the World Summit on the Information Society. It was noted that Council should avoid a lengthy discussion on this issue. It was agreed that the definition produced by the group could also be passed on, by the secretariat, to the WGIG, if it was felt that this might assist them in their work.

20.
Follow up and Implementation Mechanism: The Secretariat presented the results of the Informal Consultations on the WSIS Implementation Mechanism, in which over 120 persons from governments, business entities, civil society and int4ergovernmental organizations and mass-media from more than 20 countries had participated. The issue of implementation and follow-up had been the subject of considerable discussion at this meeting which had taken place on 2 May (pm). The need for coordination within the existing multi-stakeholder process was stressed. In addition, the participants of the meeting were made aware of the latest developments linked to the UN ICT Taskforce activities. The ITU Secretary General provided an overview of the situation regarding the cooperation with the other UN specialized agencies. However, it is clear that there remain differences of opinion among ITU membership on the possible implementation mechanism, and even the need for such a formal mechanism.

21.
Prof. Minkin was invited to lead a drafting group on this issue, based on the contribution from the Russian Federation (WSIS-II/PC-2//CONTR/13-E). The discussion mainly focused on the possible appointment of ITU as a moderator or coordinator in the respective action lines. It was broadly agreed that ITU should be appointed, at a minimum, as moderator/coordinator in the C2 action line. Concerning the other action lines, it was agreed that ITU could be involved in virtually all of them, but that Council should await the outcome of the WSIS negotiation process as the precise role of the “moderator/coordinators” and the “appropriate coordination body” still need to be defined. The Council will also need to estimate the financial resources required beforehand.
3 
Report of the ad-hoc group on proposals on how ITU should adapt itself to the Information Society

22.
The group, Chaired by Mr Kisrawi of Syria, reviewed section 4 of the Report of the previous meeting of Council Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS-8/7, which is identical to WG-WSIS-7/21 Rev. 1).

23.
The Group considered the contribution from the Russian Federation (WG-WSIS-8/12), containing specific proposals, and section 5 of WG-WSIS-8/5 from the Chairman of the Council Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS).  It was noted that there was not full agreement concerning all the proposals contained in those documents.

24.
The question remains open regarding whether or not Council-06 could submit proposals for amendments of the Constitution (CS) and Convention (CV) under no. 82 CV, notwithstanding the eight month deadline of no. 224 CS and no. 519 CV.

25.
On the basis of discussions, it was agreed to refer the proposals made to Council and to invite Council-05 to consider those proposals and take appropriate action to further the work.

4.
Report to Council 

26.
A “Draft Report on the Main Results of WG-WSIS Since Council 2004” was distributed and submitted for discussion. In the course of the debate, the final version of the document was agreed by all participants at the meeting. The revised document is available on the web page http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/wsis_WG.html and will be forwarded to become an input document to the 2005 Council.

27.
In closing the meeting, the chairman thanked those that had led the drafting groups and who had contributed to the meeting. He undertook to provide the report to Council, which would decide on the requirement for any further meetings of the WG-WSIS, whose mandate (Res. 113) stretches to 2006.

Annexes:
Draft agenda (WG-WSIS/8/2 Rev. 1)
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