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	Summary

This report presents the main results of the WG-WSIS since Council 2004, in line with Res. 1222.

Action required

Council is invited to take note of the report and to take appropriate action, for instance, by providing further contributions to the WSIS preparatory process.
References

PP Res 73 and 113. Council 2004 Res. 1222.


Mandate and work of the WG-WSIS

1.
This document reports on the main results of the ITU Council Working Group on the World Summit of the Information Society (WG-WSIS) since the 2004 Council. During this period, the Group held its 7th meeting, 13-14 December 2004, and its eighth meeting, 3-4 May 2005, both in Geneva. In addition, the chair of the WG-WSIS, Dr Yuri G. Grin, convened an informal consultation of all stakeholders on WSIS follow-up and implementation, on 2 May (pm), which was welcomed by the participants. The documents and reports from these meetings, including summary records, are available on the WG-WSIS website at: http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/wsis_WG.html. 

2.
The work programme of the WG-WSIS was established by Plenipotentiary Resolution 113 and Council Resolution 1222. Specifically, the WG-WSIS is requested to continue to provide updated inputs to the Summit preparatory process and to prepare and submit to Council-05, on the basis of inputs from Member States and Sector Members, as well as those of the Secretary‑General and the Directors of the Bureaux, updated proposals on:

· Necessary ITU actions to help accomplish the goals and objectives articulated in the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action, as adopted by the first phase of WSIS; 

· Proposals on how the ITU might further adapt itself to the Information Society and the changing telecommunications environment;

· ITU participation in the second phase WSIS preparation process.

ITU inputs to the Summit preparatory process

3.
The WG-WSIS has coordinated ITU inputs to the Summit preparatory process in a number of areas. These include:

· An updated ITU stocktaking of WSIS-related activities, which was submitted to the WSIS stocktaking database both as an overall document (see WG-WSIS 7/15) and as individual entries via the online questionnaire;

· Reports of WSIS Thematic meetings that were organized or co-organised by ITU. These include the reports on the Workshop on Internet Governance, 26-27 February 2004 (reported to PrepCom-1), the WSIS Thematic Meeting on Spam, 7-9 July 2004 and the WSIS Thematic Meeting on Measuring the ICTs for Development, 7-9 February 2005 (reported to PrepCom-2);

· Other outputs of relevant ITU meetings, such as the Global Symposium of Regulators, and the Cybersecurity symposia in Florianopolis and Moscow;

· Inputs to the work of the Task Force on Financial Mechanisms (see WG-WSIS/7/18 and 7/19).

4.
WG-WSIS proposes that Council in 2005 should consider additionally forwarding the following documents to the WSIS preparatory process:

· The outcome of the “short-lived” group created under Resolution WTSA 46 (on developing a definition relevant to the technical aspects of the telecommunication networks used by the Internet), which met on 2 May 2005, just ahead of the 8th WG-WSIS meeting, which is contained as Annex 1 to this document. The WG-WSIS endorsed the document and recommended that it be forwarded to Council, with a request to forward it to the WSIS;
· The reports of forthcoming WSIS Thematic Meetings to be organized or co-organized by ITU held after the 8th meeting of the WG-WSIS. These include the WSIS Thematic Meetings on Ubiquitous Network Societies, 16-17 May in Tokyo, Japan, (co-organized with MIC Japan and UNU), on Multi-stakeholder partnerships for bridging the digital divide, 23-24 June in Seoul, Republic of Korea (co-organised with MIC Korea) and on Cybersecurity, 28 June – 1 July, in Geneva;
· Other possible inputs to WSIS may be expected as a result of the debate at the Council-05, such as the results of the forthcoming regional Cybersecurity workshops in Riga and Lima.
Internet Governance

5.
At its 7th meeting, WG-WSIS considered a number of contributions on the topic of Internet Governance, including from the ITU Secretary-General (7/5) the Director of the TSB (7/6), the ITU secretariat (7/13) and comments appended to document 7/6. That meeting invited the ITU secretariat to prepare:

· a factual paper on ITU activities, structured, if possible, around the list of priority issues prepared by the WGIG (8/4);

· a paper containing options on future ITU activities relevant to Internet Governance (8/5). 

These papers were posted online on 31 January with an invitation for comments by 31 March. Subsequently, input documents were received from Cuba (8/13) and the Syrian Arab Republic (8/14 and 8/15 on Internet Governance and 8/17 on Internet definitions).

6.
At its 8th meeting, the WG-WSIS took note of these documents. Some members expressed the view that it would be premature for WG-WSIS to formulate a recommendation on this issue while work is still underway within the UN Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG). Other members regret missing the possibility to discuss these issues within WG-WSIS. The WG-WSIS decided to send the documents 8/4 and 8/5on Internet Governance to the Council (as Annexes 2 and 3 to this document) pursuant to Resolution 1222, and to invite those Member States that presented documents, and others that wish to do so, to present their proposals to Council, proposing them for its consideration.
Necessary ITU actions to help accomplish the goals and objectives articulated in the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action, as adopted by the first phase of WSIS

7.
At its 7th and 8th meetings, and also in the informal consultations held on 2 May, the WG-WSIS discussed the possible role of ITU in WSIS follow-up and implementation after the completion of the Tunis Phase of WSIS. In particular, the discussion focused on paragraphs 9-11 of chapter one of the draft operational part of the Tunis Final Document(s), which deal with this issue, and the comments from delegations, at PrepCom-2, contained in WSIS PrepCom-2 document DT-2 (Rev. 2). WG-WSIS also reviewed the contributions of the ITU Secretary-General (7/14) and the Russian Federation (8/11) relating to the proposed leading role of ITU in implementation. A preliminary view on this issue was expressed by WG-WSIS at the 7th meeting in Annex 3 to document 7/21 Rev. 1.

8.
At its 8th meeting, WG-WSIS discussed the matter further and noted that views among members continued to differ on both the “depth” of the WSIS implementation (e.g., whether or not the Tunis Phase should adopt the decentralized implementation mechanism based around teams of stakeholders) and the “width” of ITU’s involvement (e.g., whether ITU should act as co-ordinator/moderator for certain action lines and even taking the leading role in an appropriate coordinating/moderating body). The WG-WSIS offers the following proposals to Council:

· Based on the ITU mandate and competencies, it could, at a minimum, play the role of co-ordinator/moderator for action line C2 (infrastructure);

· In line with UN Resolution 57/270 on the integrated and coordinated follow-up of the outcomes of major UN conferences and summits, ITU’s mandate and competencies mean that it could also play a role, to be defined in the Tunis Final Document(s), amongst others, in most of the other action lines, in partnership with other relevant stakeholders, and depending on how the roles of the stakeholder teams, the moderator/coordinator, and the appropriate moderating/coordinating body are defined (these terms are still in square brackets in the draft text);

· ITU’s defined role in follow-up and implementation, taking into account, inter alia, relevant decisions of ITU Conferences and Assemblies, must also be within the resources and budget limitations of the Union, to be determined by Council 2005 (for 2006-07) and by the Plenipotentiary 2006 (for 2008-2011).

In line with UN Resolution 59/220 on the WSIS process, the ITU Secretary-General should provide to the UN General Assembly the report of the Summit as soon as it is available.

9.
WG-WSIS further discussed the issue of stocktaking, which is covered in para 9 of the draft final Tunis document(s). WG-WSIS recommends that ITU continue to carry out a stocktaking of its own WSIS-related activities, and to make periodic inputs to the WSIS stocktaking database. In the WSIS stocktaking exercise, ITU is currently playing a management role alongside the WSIS-ES. The WG-WSIS recommends that the Council study further the possible role that ITU may play, and its financial implications, in maintaining the stocktaking activity, and other related tasks that may be required (for instance, based on the Swiss proposal on a stakeholder commitments document) following the conclusion of the Tunis Phase. It was noted that the present WSIS stocktaking activity is currently financed in the main part by voluntary contributions. The WSIS stocktaking exercise also relies upon the willingness of stakeholders to submit their activities and supply information, and the availability of resources.

10.
WG-WSIS welcomed the role that ITU is playing with other international organizations as part of the Partnership for Measuring ICT for Development. The WG-WSIS recommended that the Council endorse the proposed involvement of ITU in collecting and reporting the “core set of indicators” identified by the Partnership that are related to infrastructure, noting that some of the new indicators will also have resource implications. The WG-WSIS proposed that the Council call upon international donors to provide continuing support to this activity, and in particular to capacity-building in the statistical agencies of developing countries. ICT task-oriented financing mechanisms are now developed. It is recommended that the Council to encourage the ITU secretariat to cooperate with ICT-oriented funds, as appropriate.
Proposals on how the ITU might further adapt itself to the Information Society and the changing telecommunications environment

11.
At its 7th meeting, the WG-WSIS reviewed input documents from the ITU Secretary (Doc 7/7), from the Directors of the BDT (7/15), the BR (7/12) and the TSB (7/20) as well as a paper from Brazil (7/17) and other inputs from Members, the elected officials and the secretariat. On the basis of these inputs, it was decided to prepare proposals on how ITU might further adapt itself to the Information Society. This document (8/6) was posted online on 31 January for further comment. Subsequently, the Russian Federation also made a proposal (Doc 8/12) to take account of the current leading role of ITU in both telecommunications and information and communication technologies (ICTs) in the basic documents of the Union, including considering changing the name of the Union. In order to help regional groups in preparing for the Plenipotentiary, the documents calls upon the Secretary-General to propose necessary changes to the structure of the Union, based on the changing environment. For this reason, the Russian Federation asks the Secretary-General to prepare proposals on modifications to the Constitution (CS) and Convention (CV), for further discussion. 
12.
The WG-WSIS considered these documents, but noted that there was not full agreement concerning all the proposals contained in them. The question remains open regarding whether or not Council-06 could submit proposals for amendments to the CS and CV under CV no. 82, notwithstanding the eight month deadline of CS no. 224 CS and CV no. 519.

13.
On the basis of discussion, it was agreed to refer these proposals to Council-05 and to invite it to consider them and take appropriate action to further the work. They are available as annexes 4 and 5, pursuant to Resolution 1222.

*********************

14.
On behalf of the WG-WSIS, I would like to give special thanks to Prof. Vladimir M. Minkin (Russian Federation), who chaired the 7th meeting and led a drafting group, and to Mr Willy Jensen (Norway), Mr Johan Martin-Löf (Sweden) and Mr Nabil Kisrawi (Syrian Arab Republic) who chaired ad hoc groups at various stages during the work of the WG-WSIS, and whose work has contributed to this report. I would also extend my personal thanks to all those ITU Member States and Sector Members who made contributions and participated in the work of the WG-WSIS.

Yuri G. GRIN
Chairman, ITU Council Working Group on WSIS

ANNEXES:

1. ITU-T Contribution to the WG-WSIS (report on WTSA Res 46: Document 8/16).

2. Factual paper on ITU activities relevant to Internet Governance (8/4).

3. Options paper on ITU activities relevant to Internet Governance (8/5). 

4. 
5. 
6. The WSIS process and how ITU might adapt itself further to the Information Society (8/6).

7. Contribution from the Russian Federation on how ITU might adapt itself after WSIS (8/12).
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