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Contribution from the Russian Federation 

Introduction

ITU is one of the most important UN Agencies, founded 140 years ago with a membership of the 189 states and more than 600 sector members representing business and academic entities, regional and international organizations. ITU has highly professional staff with big experience in solving problems in the field of ICT.  

At its 7th meeting WG WSIS had invited the secretariat to revise the report on proposals for how ITU should adapt itself to the Information Society. The secretariat developed the revise report based on meeting discussion and it was published on 14 December 2004 as Doc. WG-WSIS-7/21 Rev.1.

The document indicated a number of practical ways in which ITU should adapt itself post-WSIS, including:

· Development of the next ITU Strategic Plan reflecting the goals, objectives and priorities expressed in the WSIS results;
· Closer engagement of civil society and non-governmental organisations and cooperation with the rest of the UN system;
· Reconsideration of the role of the ITU regional presence;
· Elaboration of  processes and mechanisms of ITU participation in information society development; 
· Promotion of the development of interoperable and open international standards;

· Public explanation and promotion of activities and role of the Union and consideration of proposed changing the name of the Union to incorporate a broader reference to ICTs.

It is mentioned that if ITU is ineffective, or fails to follow-up on implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action, then other organisations will willingly do so.

We appreciated proposals from the ITU Secretary General, presented at PrepCom 2 WSIS-II/PC-2/DT-3 for possible WSIS Implementation Mechanism that now under consideration at PrepCom 3 site.

In Doc.WG-WSIS-8/11, had been also presented at the PrepCom 2 as Doc. WSIS-II/PC-2//CONTR/13, the Russian Federation proposed to appoint ITU as the coordinator of the WSIS Plan of Action as well as of several Action Lines. 
The WSIS confirmed ITU’s traditional role. But ITU goals, determined by Constitution, do not cover variety of fast developing ICTs and do not reflect the new ITU role in post WSIS process. 
1. Proposals.

1.1 The Russian Federation supports in general the proposals of the Doc. WG-WSIS-7/21 Rev.1.
1.2 Proposals on the ITU activities relevant to the implementation of Plan of Action:

2.2.1. Attach first priority to implementation of the WSIS decisions in the ITU and Sectors Strategic Plans linked with financial and operation plans.



2.2.2. Arrange for closer co-operation with other UN bodies and all stakeholders involved to the implementation of Action Lines where ITU will be coordinator or co-coordinator including financial co-operation.



2.2.3. Ensure ITU-D leading role inside ITU for implementation of WSIS decisions and create real centres for ITU post WSIS activities in all regions through its regional and area representatives. This role shall be clear defined in the basis documents of the Union.

 

2.2.4. Recommend Council 05 to instruct Secretary General to present to PrepCom 3 the ITU proposals to be the global coordinator of the WSIS Plan of Action as well as of several Action Lines and request Administrations to support that decision.

2.3. Proposals on how ITU should adapt itself to the Information Society:


2.3.1. Introduce alterations to the ITU basic instruments taking into consideration current leading role of the Union both in telecommunications and information technologies. The above alterations should be made also to the name of the Union that should include mention of IT to reflect the current ITU position among the UN specialized agencies.



2.3.2. Recommend to Council 05 to instruct Secretary General to prepare proposals on necessary modification and amendments to the CV and CS to the WG WSIS to be presented to Council 06. 
2.4. Promote the Union activity in the field of development of information society and WSIS decisions implementation to shape a positive image of the Union and to ensure the stakeholders’ close cooperation with ITU.
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