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ON THE CLUSTER OF WSIS RELATED EVENTS 
1. BACKGROUND

Paragraphs 108-109 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society set out a plan for multi-stakeholder implementation at the international level of the WSIS Plan of Action. The Annex of the Tunis Agenda proposes potential moderators/facilitators for stakeholder teams for each Action Line (AL).

During a WSIS Action-Line Facilitators/Moderators meeting, which took place on 24 February 2006 in Geneva, the terms of references for WSIS AL Moderators/Facilitators were approved and a provisional facilitator per AL was designated.

In conjunction with the first World Information Society Day, a series of events related to the implementation of the WSIS Action Lines took place in Geneva from 9 to 19 May. The following meetings on AL were held during that week:

- C1: The role of public governance authorities and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development 

- C2: Infrastructure

- C4: Capacity Building 

- C5: Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs

- C6: Enabling environment

- C7: e-government

- C7: e-business and e-employment

- C8: Cultural diversity and identity, linguistic diversity and local content

- C11: International and Regional Cooperation      

A Global Symposium on Promoting the Multilingual Internet was also organized jointly by UNESCO and ITU from 9 to 11 May.

During this Week, the ECOSOC Functional Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) held its ninth session. As part of this session, a panel discussion on the role of the CSTD in the follow-up to WSIS took place on 18 May.  A consultation meeting on the review of the Commission was also organized by the President of ECOSOC on 16 May.    

2. REPORT ON WSIS ACTION LINES MEETINGS 
	Action Line meeting
	Facilitator
	Co-facilitator
	Key themes discussed/content
	Decisions as to the way forward
	Other Comments

	Action Line C1 The role of public governance authorities and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development

16 May, 10:00-13:00
	UNDESA (UNPAN( UN Online Network in Public Administra-tion and Finance))

Chaired by 

Haiyan Qian, Chief, Knowledge Management Branch, UNDESA 
	
	· Briefings by the participants on their respective actions and priorities in the implementation of Action Line C1 including projects from UNPAN  and IT for all-regions.org

· Presentation of existing tools to support the work of the team including the ITU stocktaking data base and the UNPAN-UN Discussion Board 

· Exchange of views between participants on the objectives of the group


	· Consider ways to link the stocktaking data base and the UNPAN discussion Board

· Utilization of the UNPAN discussion  board to share ideas about the way the group will proceed in the future (theme, creation of sub-groups, modalities of the process)

· The group will share information  on events related to the Action Line themes   

· Next meeting to take place in a year’s time 

· Report of the meeting will be circulated by chair 
	· Around 40 participants.

· Annotated agenda of the meeting, document and discussion list available at http://www.unpan.org/post-WSIS-C1.asp


	Action Line C2 Infrastructure

18 May, 15:00-18:00 

Webcast available 
	ITU (confirmed by participants)

Chaired by Pape Gorgui Toure
	APC (confirmed)

World Bank (TBC)
	· Report on the WSIS outcomes

· Report on the previous activities,  including the first informal consultation which took place in Doha

· Discussion on the linkage between C2 and other Action Lines

· Presentation of existing tools to support the work of the team including the ITU stocktaking data base and the ITU ICT “eyes” database

· Briefing on existing projects including the One laptop per child project, the EU initiatives, the WTDC-06 “regional initiatives” , the ITU “Connect the World” Initiative  and a project on wireless connectivity from the National Council of Research of Sicily
	· The group may focus on specific, forward-looking issues such as : multi-stakeholder partnerships for financing infrastructure and the enabling environment for future infrastructure (APC proposal) 

· A questionnaire prepared to identify priorities of the Action Line C2 facilitation process can still be completed by stakeholders 

· The contact list set-up by ITU will be used for further discussion

· Report of the meeting will be circulated by chair
	· Around 40 participants 

· Annotated agenda, questionnaire, discussion list and other documents available at http://www.itu.int/wsis/implementation/c2/index.html


	Action Line C4, Capacity Building

11 May, 10:00-13:00
	UNDP

Chaired by Radhika Lal
	UNESCO (Elisabeth  Longworth)

ITU (Mario Maniewitcz)
	· Exchange of views between        participants on the objectives of the group: what could be done to make a difference? ; What could be done jointly that is not being already done by the individual stakeholders? How do we work together? Who does what and how ?     
	· Next physical meeting could take place in 2007 during the cluster of events week 

· The WSIS Executive secretariat may develop a common platform for discussion list for all action lines  

· Key issues  identified to be discussed via electronic forum were : 

· Prioritization of activities

· Focus on demand vs current focus  on supply

· Understanding technology (with a span of 1-2 years vs 3-5 years as suggested in WSIS)

· Regulating the new environment (helping regulators to focus on the future challenges)

· Interaction between ICTs and the professionals dealing with development issues worldwide

· Report of the meeting will be circulated by chair
	· Around 40 participants.

· More information available at http://www.itu.int/wsis/implementation/c4-c6/index.html


	Action Line C5, Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs
	ITU  

Chaired by Stein Schjolberg, Chief Judge, Moss District Court (Norway)
	
	· Information sharing of national approaches, good practices and guidelines

· Developing watch, warning and incident response capabilities

· Technical standards and industry solutions

· Harmonizing national legal approaches and international legal coordination 

· Privacy, data and consumer protection
	· Proposed annual meeting

· Establishment of mailing list (wsis-actionlineC5@itu.int)

· Outreach to organizations unaware of WSIS activities

· Draft report will be circulated by ITU Secretariat for review

· Creation of C5 specific content for website  

· Three main focus areas have been proposed for initial C5 follow-up 

· Development of a cybersecurity roadmap/toolkit for national policy makers (theme: information sharing of national approaches, good practices and guidelines)

· Capacity building on harmonization of cybercrime legislation, Convention on Cybercrime, enforcement (theme: harmonizing national legal approaches and international legal coordination)

· Developing watch, warning and incident response capabilities for developing countries 

· Need to consider level of promotion of C5 activities at the IGF meeting in Athens as cybersecurity is one of the main themes  
	· Webcast of the meeting available   

· Around 60 participants

· Agenda available

· Materials and presentations at http://www.itu.int/wsis/c5/index.html


	Action Line C6, Enabling Environment
	UNDP

Chaired by Radhika Lal
	ITU

D. Bogdan
	· Report on the first informal meeting of the AL C2 meeting by ITU

· Briefing by ITU and participants on their respective actions in the domain of enabling environment 

· Exchange of views between participants on the objectives of the group
	· Next physical meeting could take place in 2007 during the cluster of events week

· The WSIS Executive secretariat may develop a common platform for discussion lists for all action lines  

· The group should concentrate on areas where a multi-stakeholder platform could make a difference such, as next generation policy and regulation (APC)

· Plan to organize the work around the following three thematic areas: (i) ICT sector policy and regulation; (ii) Freedom of Information; (iii) information economy (e-business and e-employment). Capacity building is essential in all areas.

· A Report will be made available by UNDP


	· Around 30 participants

· Information on http://www.itu.int/wsis/implementation/c4-c6/index.html

	Action Line C7, e--government 

16 May, 15:00-18:00
	UNDESA (UNPAN)

Chaired by 
	
	· Reports on the outcomes of WSIS

· Briefing by participants on their respective actions and priorities in the implementation of C1  
	
	Annotated agenda of the meeting, document and discussion list available at

http://www.unpan.org/post-WSIS-C7.asp


	Action Line C7, e-business and e-employment 

17 May, 15:00-18:00
	UNCTAD

Chaired by P. Frohler
	ITC and ILO
	· Report on WSIS outcomes in the area of e-business and e-employment

· Presentations by stakeholders on priorities for action and modalities for cooperation including , UNCTAD, ILO, ITC, CONGO, CCBI, Global Alliance and some Government Representatives

· Briefing by participants on their respective projects including the  e-trade bridge project from ITC and UNCTAD activities in the field of e-business

· Exchange of views between participants on the objectives of the group
	· CONGO will organize a civil society forum in parallel to the ECOSOC high level segment, in Geneva, in July 2006 as well as a two hour interactive dialogue with members of the high level segment. E- employment related issues could be raised at this occasion.

· Global Alliance will hold its inaugural meeting in June. 
· Wish to create a community of practice and a network of practitioners to exchange information about projects, projects, policies and know-how related to the use of ICT to bolster economic growth. Need to find the appropriate platform.   

· A joint ILO/UNCTAD/ITC meting will be organized on 4 December in the Palais, prior to the UNCTAD, OECD, ILO expert meeting on using ICTs to achieve growth and development.  

· A Report will be circulated by chair
	· Around 80  participants

· Agenda and document available on http://www.unctadxi.org/templates/Event____6326.aspx


	Action Line C8, Cultural diversity and identity, linguistic diversity and local content

12 May, 10:00-18:00
	UNESCO (confirmed by participants)

Chaired by Katerina Stenou and Elisabeth Longworth
	ITU may be considered as co-facilitator 
	· Reports on the outcomes of WSIS and on the results of the action line facilitators meeting 

· Report on the Global Symposium on Promoting the Multilingual Internet 

· Exchange of views between participants on the objectives of the team and identification of key stakeholders of Action Line C8

· Discussion of a preliminary proposal ob the working methods of the Team on AL C8

· Report on stocktaking, ICT success stories and World Information Society Reports
	· Adoption of the proposed terms of reference while underlining that they should remain open and flexible  

· Decision to divide AL C8 into several sub-groups (i) cultural diversity and identity, (ii) linguistic diversity 

· Willingness from participants to have a light reporting mechanism on the activities of the group

· Key UNESCO events could present an opportunity to fine-tune the work of action line C8 (such as Mother Tongue day, February 21; Cultural Diversity day)

· Creation of an electronic network   

· A Report will be circulated by chair
	· Around 60  participants

· Agenda, terms of reference of the group, preliminary proposal on the working methods of the group http://www.unesco.org/wsis.

	Action Line C11, International and Regional Cooperation , 

15 May, 15:00-18:00
	UNDESA

Chaired by Patrizio Civili  
	ITU, UNESCO, UNDP, UN Regional Commissions 
	· Discussion on the scope of the work of the team

	· A Report will be circulated by chair


	· Around 40  participants

· Information on the Action Line http://www.itu.int/wsis/implementation/c11/index.html
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