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1
General and opening

The UN Group on the Information Society (UNGIS) held its first meeting in Geneva on 14 July at ITU headquarters. 

The following organizations, funds and programmes attended the meeting: FAO, ILO, ITU, UNCEB, UNCTAD, UNDESA, UNDP, UNECE, UNESCO, UN-HABITAT, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNIDO, UNODC, UNRWA, UNWTO, UPU, WFP, WHO, WIPO and WMO. 

The meeting was opened by Mr. Yoshio Utsumi, Secretary-General of ITU, who welcomed the participants. In his opening statement, he paid tribute to the work accomplished during the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) through the High Level Summit Organizing Committee (HLSOC). He invited participants to move forward, in a coordinated and effective manner, to implement the WSIS outcomes. 

Mr. Utsumi outlined four challenges for the group in building its identity. First, the group should coordinate substantive and policy issues related to the implementation of the Geneva Action Plan and Tunis Agenda. Second, it should strive to mainstream the Information Society agenda into activities and programmes of CEB members. Third, UNGIS must act as a facilitator of synergies between organizations of the UN family so as to maximize efforts and effectiveness in achieving WSIS outcomes. Fourth, UNGIS should promote public awareness of the role of the UN system in implementing WSIS.

Mr. Utsumi, emphasized that the major purpose of the first meeting of UNGIS was to hold an exchange of views on concrete tasks that could be accomplished by the group during its first year, in light of its Terms of Reference (TOR) as endorsed by the Chief Executive Board for Coordination (CEB). The group would also need to define its working methods, including its reporting modalities.

Mr. Abdul Waheed Khan, Assistant Director General for Communication and Information, UNESCO, conveyed best wishes from Mr. Koichiro Matsuura and expressed UNESCO’s satisfaction concerning the excellent cooperation between ITU, UNESCO and UNDP in drafting UNGIS’ Terms of Reference and in preparing the documents for the meeting.

Mr. Khan raised some ideas on the possible role of UNGIS. First, UNGIS has great potential to enhance interagency cooperation in the area of ICT for development and could become an example in enhancing UN system wide coherence, thereby contributing to UN Reform in general. Second, UNGIS could have a particular role in providing guidelines in the preparation and the monitoring of the implementation of UN Common Country Assessments (CCAs) and UN Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF). Third UNGIS could help agencies to foster harmonized strategic planning.
Concerning the objectives of the first UNGIS meeting, Mr. Khan emphasized that the group would need to decide on its link with the newly created Global Alliance for Information and Communication Technologies, the reformed ECOSOC Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) and other UN entities involved in WSIS implementation and follow-up. 

The group would also have to decide on specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time bound targets for its work. This could include mapping existing relevant initiatives of UNGIS members, building online communities, identifying methods for information sharing and developing partnerships, as well as establishing procedures and templates for regular reporting. 

Ms Odile Sorgho-Moulinier, Director of the UNDP Office in Geneva expressed UNDP’s pleasure in playing a key role in UNGIS. She shared some themes and issues in relation to the role of UNGIS. First, UNGIS should facilitate and further cooperation in mainstreaming ICTs in the work of UN organizations, funds and programmes as well as supporting WSIS implementation at the national level. She stressed that a useful step for the group could be to work with the UN Development Group (UNDG) and to define guidelines for CCAs and UNDAFs. Second, UNGIS should help bridge the paradigm gap between the ICT agenda and the development agenda. 

2
Election of Chairs and Vice-Chairs
On the proposal of Mr. Khan, UNGIS agreed that ITU would chair the work of the group for the next 12 months. UNESCO, UNDP and WHO would serve as the Vice-Chairs.  It was noted that in future, efforts should be made to keep a balance between the UN specialized agencies and the UN funds and programmes, through open consultation on the third Vice-Chair.
3
Adoption of the agenda

The group approved the agenda, with the addition under agenda item e) of a report on the ongoing negotiations in ECOSOC on reform of the CSTD.

4
Report from the last CEB session

The group was briefed on CEB decisions concerning UNGIS by Mr. Arthur Levin from ITU. He explained that the UNGIS Terms of Reference which resulted from cooperative work between UN New York, UNESCO, UNDP and ITU had been discussed by the High Level Committee on Programmes and then endorsed by CEB at its Madrid meeting in April 2006.

5
Report from the “Cluster of WSIS related events”, including a report on CSTD reform

The group was briefed on the cluster of WSIS related events which took place 9-19 May in conjunction with the first World Information Society Day by Mr. Charles Geiger from the WSIS Executive Secretariat.

In addition, some members of UNGIS reported on their events organized in May. UNESCO reported on the Action Line C8 meeting and UNDESA on the Action Line C11 and C7 meetings. 

The group was also informed about the newly launched “Global Alliance for Development”, a multi-stakeholder meeting that was held in Rome by FAO (a statement from FAO is attached to this report) and a recent three-day meeting on risk mitigation and early warning systems organized by WMO.

ITU informed the group that they were welcome to take part in the action line meetings.
The group was then briefed on the ongoing ECOSOC negotiations related to the paragraph in the Tunis Agenda on follow-up WSIS and consideration of strengthening of the CSTD.

UNDESA emphasized that the follow-up of WSIS should take place in the broader context of the integrated follow-up of UN Summits in line with UNGA Resolution 57/270 B, and explained that follow-up, according to UNGA Resolution 57/270 B would include:

· assessing progress

· policy dialogue

· addressing new elements and emerging issues 

It is therefore clearly distinct from operational implementation and resource allocations.  

ITU expressed its concern about burdening UNGIS with heavy reporting mechanisms, since the role of UNGIS is in implementation.
 6
Draft Work Plan

Document 4 on the draft work plan had been developed by ITU, UNESCO and UNDP and was an attempt to transform the TOR into concrete actions organized around three pillars: i) coordination; ii) monitoring; iii) information sharing and communication.

General support was expressed by the group on the classification of the tasks around three pillars. Nevertheless the group held an exchange of views on the need to concretize further the tasks as well as to identify steps and a time frame to accomplish them. It was also proposed to focus on two or three key themes each year and one or two pilot countries.

It was generally agreed to focus the work of the group, in part, on substantive areas related to the work of the third Vice-Chair. WHO took this opportunity to inform the group that the organization recently passed a resolution on e-health and adopted six priority areas for action.

UNWTO suggested that one of the topics of the group would be ICT in Tourism policy and governance. UNIDO proposed to concentrate the work of the group on SADC countries and see how UNGIS could provide ICT support to them. UNIDO also suggested that setting up rural business information centres could be a topic for the group as many organizations are working on the issue of community access centres, such as UNESCO, FAO and ITU. UNIDO also considered that Mozambique could be a good example for UNGIS to show how UN agencies are working together. 

Other tasks were considered important for the group. UNDESA indicated that the link with other UN entities involved in WSIS implementation and follow-up should be established and that reporting modalities should be clarified. UNCTAD underlined the information sharing task of UNGIS. UNICEF stressed that the role of the UN System is to support Member States. The demand from Member States being clear, UNGIS could contribute to find the necessary expertise. Monitoring, communication and information sharing would therefore be key elements of UNGIS work plan.

Following the general discussion, the group considered the specific tasks as proposed in paragraph 3 of the Draft Work Plan.

Task 1: the group agreed that the next Chair would be UNESCO, followed by UNDP.

Task 2 on the UNGIS position and role as regard to other bodies involved in WSIS implementation and follow-up: UNCTAD stressed that since the other bodies were also in the process of defining their role, it was a dynamic process. The role of the different bodies shall complement each other and be matched. It was agreed that the Chair and Vice-Chairs would jointly prepare a paper on the relationships with other entities.

Task 3 concerning the role of non CEB members in UNGIS: It was agreed that non CEB members from the UN would be welcomed as well as regional development banks and OECD. For any other membership requests, UNGIS members will be consulted.  However, as intergovernmental bodies and Commissions are not of an interagency nature, they could not become members.
Task 5 related to the organization of the annual meeting: It was agreed that UNGIS would hold one physical meeting per year and that any member could request to have an additional physical meeting.  FAO urged that meetings be adequately prepared online so that only substantive issues would be discussed during the physical meeting.  The group welcomed UNESCO’s proposal to add a specific agenda item for the next meeting concerning the theme of community access.

Task 6 concerning reporting from UNGIS’ members to the UNGIS Chair, the Chairman stressed that the group would need to first identify activities and then the information required. He also raised the issue of the stocktaking database and the necessity or not to complement the information available in this database.

Members raised concerns once again about the burden of reporting. UNCTAD proposed that the group should try to develop automatic systems through which information could be used at different levels. Concerning stocktaking, some members questioned the information included in the database and proposed to assess it before using it in the context of UNGIS. 

It was agreed that the Chair would make a proposal on the types of additional information that would be required from UNGIS members, taking into account the stocktaking database, and how this information would be gathered.

Task 7 concerning the report from WSIS Action Lines Facilitators to UNGIS: The Chairman explained that the Action Lines facilitation and the UNGIS were two parallel processes. The Action Lines facilitation process had also just started and is much broader as it includes private sector entities and civil society entities.  It was agreed that the Chair and Vice-Chairs would make a proposal on this point.

Task 8 related to the relationship between UNGIS and UNDG: It was agreed that UNDP would make a proposal on this issue. UNDP indicated that it would look at country specific situations as well as to country planning tools other than the CCAs and UNDAFs. 

Task 9 related to the cooperation with the “Partnership for the Measuring of ICT for Development”: UNCTAD welcomed the request for further cooperation and agreed to make a proposal. 

Task 10 on the identification of specific annual themes.  The group agreed to concentrate its work in the coming year on: 

· expanding access to communication and knowledge in particular through community access centres/telecentres

· e-health 

· e-tourism

The group also agreed to concentrate on one or two countries to be proposed by UNDP. 

The revised Work Plan is appended to this Report.

7
Website

Document 5 on UNGIS website technical specifications was introduced by Mr. Juan Castro (ITU).

He explained that ITU had registered the domain name ungis.org and that the website is hosted on the ITU server. He informed participants that a restricted area had been created on the website for UNGIS focal points. A provisional user name and password was sent to participants before the meeting, but participants should now register on the website. He explained also the possibilities provided by the open source software that allows the rotating Chair to manage the content of the website. Other users could also be given specific editing and access rights. In addition the software allows the management of discussion lists, event lists, document lists, etc.

Members generally expressed their support for the proposed website specificities and software solutions. A number of points were raised concerning the risk in creating a new database of projects and the need to share data between the different already existing databases of projects created by organizations.

WHO mentioned it might be worth reserving other domain names than ungis.org. UNCEB stressed that website maintenance should be specified on the work plan. Mr. Geiger questioned the link between the WSIS website and the UNGIS website.

It was agreed to establish a working group on the website with experts from all interested organizations to be led by Mr. Castro of ITU.

8
Secretariat 

Mr. Levin explained that the UNGIS TOR specifies that the chairing organizations would provide Secretariat and logistical support. 

CEB and DESA expressed their willingness to support the UNGIS secretariat. 

9
Other matters

The group welcomed the invitation from UNESCO to hold the next UNGIS meeting in Paris at a date to be determined.

ANNEX

UNGIS WORK PLAN

	

	1. 
	Clarify UNGIS’s position and role as regard to other bodies involved in WSIS implementation and follow-up
	Chair and Vice-Chairs will prepare a document.

	2.
	Organize next annual meeting
	UNESCO will convene the next physical meeting in Paris. One key theme for the meeting will be community access. 

	Monitoring 

	3.
	Information reporting from UNGIS members. 
	Chair will make a proposal on what types of additional information would be required in addition to the stocktaking database.

	4. 
	Reporting from WSIS Action Lines Facilitators to UNGIS
	Chair and Vice-Chairs will prepare a proposal

	5. 
	Relationship between UNGIS and UNDG
	UNDP will make a proposal on possible cooperation with UNDG 

	6.
	Select annual themes, UNGIS could highlight accomplishments and make recommendations
	The group agreed to focus its effort on expanding access to communication in particular through community centres, and on such e-applications as e‑health and e-tourism.  WHO will lead the work on e‑health and UNWTO on e-tourism. 

	7.
	Identify one or two countries where to focus efforts 
	UNDP will make a proposal 

	8.
	Cooperation with the “Partnership for the Measuring of ICT for Development”
	UNCTAD will make a proposal on cooperation modalities

	Public awareness and information sharing

	9. 
	Develop a website to facilitate information sharing on projects and policies 
	The group agreed to establish a working group on the creation of a web tool, which could allow sharing data on projects with other organizations. 



Statement by Anton Mangstl

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Inaugural Meeting

United Nations Group On The Information Society (UNGIS)

14 July 2006 ∙ ITU Headquarters

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) formally accepted the role and responsibility of facilitating activities related to the e-agriculture action line at the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) follow-up meetings held in February 2006 in Geneva.  Most recently, some of the world’s development organizations met for the first post-WSIS e-agriculture workshop, to prepare efforts for developing an effective process to engage as wide a range of stakeholders involved in agriculture who could benefit from Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). Throughout the WSIS process, the international community collectively underlined the impact that ICT can have on sustainable development, and, as such, highlighted agriculture as a priority. 

E-agriculture could be defined as  “..an emerging field in the intersection of agricultural informatics, agricultural development and entrepreneurship, referring to agricultural services, technology dissemination, and information exchanged or enhanced through the Internet and related technologies.”  However, formalizing the definition of e-agriculture is very challenging and complex since it requires extensive contributions and consultations involving the widest possible range of stakeholders. This is because e-agriculture goes beyond technology, to promote the integration of technology with multimedia, knowledge and culture, with the aim of improving communication and learning processes between various actors in agriculture
 locally, regionally and worldwide. Furthermore, the extensive process for advancing e-agriculture requires consideration of key components, including: facilitation, the adoption of standards and norms, technical assistance, capacity building, education, and extension.

The Organization is actively working with current and new E-Agriculture Working Group partners to establish mechanisms to actively engage all global stakeholders. Activities consist of virtual forums, including email and web based discussions, and other consultative activities. We will be collecting case studies and best practices in e-agriculture, and make them easily accessible.  During this first phase the primary focus is to effectively realize the exchange of views and sharing of effective practices and resources at regional and international levels, and to provide and share, among all stakeholders, knowledge and know-how, related to the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of e-agriculture and related policies.
 Information sharing and public awareness raising campaigns are a vital part of our activities involving e-agriculture. 
It is important to note that the information revolution resulting from the digital age still bypasses over one billion people. They are the rural poor, who live on less than one dollar a day. Eighty-five percent of these people are directly or indirectly involved in agriculture. FAO’s serving as lead Facilitator for the WSIS action line on e-agriculture is a continuation of the Organization’s commitment to promoting the use of information and communication for development in agriculture and Food Security. 
At WSIS Phase I in Geneva, FAO launched its partnership-based Bridging the Rural Digital Divide Programme, which highlights innovative approaches to knowledge exchange that take advantage of new digital technologies, for rural development. At WSIS Phase II, the Organization launched a newly designed and interactive website, which includes illustrative case studies and best practices; tools for capacity building, links to communities of practice; and news and resource sections. The launch of the site and the advocacy activities related to the programme have provided lessons which are helpful for facilitating discussions on e-agriculture and the implementation of its related action lines. We are confident these activities will also help assist in the development of a public communication campaign on WSIS goals and WSIS implementation by the UN System.   

In the United Nations Group on the Information Society (UNGIS) Plan of Work, it is envisioned that UNGIS members annually select two or three themes related to WSIS, including cross-cutting themes and/or WSIS action lines. FAO would like to propose e-agriculture as one of these themes, and invites all present UN Agencies to join FAO in this action line activities.  FAO are prepared to assist the UNGIS in identifying projects and other initiatives, and offer the E-Agriculture Web Site, which will be launching in early 2007, as a discussion platform for members of the UNGIS and external participants.  
FAO is committed to continuing to play a vital role in advancing the objectives of WSIS and the Millenium Development Goals and in helping to promote a universal and inclusive Information Society.  FAO is confident that UNGIS’ objectives will be realized, which include maintaining ICT-related issues at the top of the UN Agenda and to mainstream ICT for Development issues in the mandate of CEB members.

� Agriculture includes forestry, fisheries, sustainable rural development, economics, food and nutrition


� This reflects the WSIS Tunisia Agenda item 87 – Implementation and Follow Up.  





