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1
Introduction

ITU, one of the oldest and most authoritative organizations in the United Nations system, is the initiator of and an active participant in the World Summit on the Information Society. Established 140 years ago as an alliance of 20 States for the regulation of international telegraphy, ITU has, over time, come to be a very powerful global organization of 189 countries and 650 commercial enterprises from industry, telecommunication operators, scientific institutions and regional and international organizations. The International Telecommunication Union has a highly qualified staff with a wealth of experience in dealing with issues in the ICT domain. 

ITU is an acknowledged and effective agency for international coordination of the use of scarce global resources, including the radio-frequency spectrum, satellite orbits, numbering capacity and other resources. It is an authority when it comes to the elaboration of telecommunication development strategy and the execution of projects for implementing the strategies adopted by countries. It has a wealth of experience in developing and maintaining the internationally coordinated technical normative framework.

The competencies of the Union include:

•
to promote and to offer technical assistance to developing countries in the field of telecommunications, and also to promote the mobilization of the material, human and financial resources needed for its implementation, as well as access to information;

•
to promote the development of technical facilities and their most efficient operation with a view to improving the efficiency of telecommunication services, increasing their usefulness and making them, so far as possible, generally available to the public;

•
to promote the extension of the benefits of the new telecommunication technologies to all the world’s inhabitants.

As has frequently been pointed out, some two‑thirds of the countries of the world are currently afflicted by the digital divide and a lack of reliable access to the basic services and applications supported by ICT. The ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU‑D) was established in 1992 in order to help in eliminating this imbalance, by fostering investment and extending the telecommunication infrastructure in the developing countries worldwide.

Pursuant to No. 118 of the ITU Constitution, ITU-D's functions are to fulfil the purposes of the Union as stated in Article 1 of the Constitution and to discharge, within its specific sphere of competence, the Union’s dual responsibility as a United Nations specialized agency and executing agency for implementing projects under the United Nations development system or other funding arrangements so as to facilitate and enhance telecommunications development by offering, organizing and coordinating technical cooperation and assistance activities.

It is thus not by chance that it was ITU which initiated WSIS and which has played a leading role in carrying it out on behalf of the United Nations General Assembly.

The challenges facing society in its present stage of development also call for constant updating of its international instruments, such as ITU. Today, the tasks of managing and developing telecommunications strictly speaking cover only a part of what ITU actually does, as ever‑increasing attention is being given to the development of ICT. The two domains have already converged to the point at which they are now inseparable. Aspects of the application of ICT such as telemedicine, distance learning, e‑government, etc., have for a long time been the subject of active study and implementation work at ITU‑D, especially in developing countries.

It can also be observed that government authorities in many countries reflect both of those domains in their name and functions, one example of this being the Ministry for Information Technologies and Communications of the Russian Federation. Regional telecommunication organizations are also paying particular attention to the development and introduction of ICT.

Within the Regional Commonwealth in the field of Communications (RCC) for the CIS countries, there is a Coordinating Council for Informatization, which has elaborated a "Strategy for cooperation of participating CIS countries in the field of informatization" and an "Action plan for implementation of the Strategy for cooperation of participating CIS States in the field of informatization for the period up to 2010".

These developments need to be duly reflected in the ITU Constitution and Convention, especially in the section relating to ITU‑D.

Under Resolution 1244 adopted by the Council at its 2005 session, the Council Working Group on WSIS (WG‑WSIS) was instructed to prepare, based on inputs of the Member States and Sector Members, as well as those of the Secretary‑General and the Directors of the Bureaux, and submit to the Council, proposals on:

a)
ITU actions to help accomplish the goals and objectives articulated in the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action, as adopted by the Geneva phase of WSIS, and the outcomes of the Tunis phase; 

b)
how ITU should further adapt itself to the information society and the changing telecommunication environment including, for example, any amendments to the ITU Constitution and Convention, respecting the deadlines set out in No. 224 of the Constitution and No. 519 of the Convention, for presentation to Member States and Council-06 for their consideration and presentation to PP-06.

The annex to that resolution contains proposals on a possible ITU "coordination" role in implementation and follow-up of WSIS action lines, based on relevance to ITU core competencies, as part of a multistakeholder process.
Therein, only three of the fourteen action lines of the WSIS Action Plan were deemed to be of little relevance to ITU.

The second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, which took place in Tunis in November 2005, noting the major contribution of ITU to preparations and the actual Summit, made the point, in §109 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society, that the experience of, and the activities undertaken by, UN agencies in the WSIS process – such as ITU, UNESCO and UNDP – should continue to be used to their fullest extent. These agencies should play leading facilitating roles in the implementation of the Plan of Action and organise a meeting of moderators/facilitators of action lines, as mentioned in the Annex.

That Annex included the following possible moderators/facilitators of action lines for C1-C7 and C11:

	Action Line 
	Possible moderators/facilitators

	С1.
The role of public governance authorities and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development 
	ECOSOC/UN Regional Commissions/ITU

	С2.
Information and communication infrastructure 
	ITU

	C3.
Access to information and knowledge 
	ITU/UNESCO

	C4.
Capacity building
	UNDP/UNESCO/ITU/

UNCTAD

	C5.
Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs 
	ITU

	C6.
Enabling environment 
	ITU/UNDP/UN Regional commissions/UNCTAD

	C7.
ICT Applications 

· E-government 

· E-business 

· E-learning 
· E-health 
· E-employment 
· E-environment 
· E-agriculture 
· E-science 
	UNDP/ITU

WTO/UNCTAD/ITU/UPU

UNESCO/ITU/UNIDO

WHO/ITU

ILO/ITU

WHO/WMO/UNEP/ UN‑Habitat/ITU/ICAO
FAO/ITU

UNESCO/ITU/UNCTAD

	C11.
International and regional cooperation
	UN Regional Commissions/ UNDP/ITU/UNESCO/ECOSOC


There is no doubt that the main workload in respect of the implementation of virtually all of these action lines will be incumbent on ITU-D.

We are of the view that, in the light of the foregoing, the words "Telecommunication Development Sector" no longer correspond to the Sector's present day purposes and tasks, or to its place and role in the development of the information society. We therefore suggest that the name “Infocommunication Development Sector” would be more appropriate. The basic instruments of the Union should be duly amended so as to reflect infocommunication technology in the purposes, functions and tasks of ITU-D, in particular.

2
Proposal

2.1
RUS xx/1/1

In the Doha Declaration, reflect the leading role of ITU-D in implementing the WSIS decisions; additionally, reflect this fact in the strategic plan and the financial plan for the Sector.

2.2
RUS xx/1/2

Amend the basic instruments of the Union such as to reflect infocommunication technology and applications in the purposes, functions and tasks of ITU-D. Proposals for amending Chapter IV of the ITU Constitution are given in the Annex. The Constitution preamble and Chapter I will need to be amended in analogous fashion, as will the ITU Convention.

2.3
RUS xx/1/3

Rename ITU-D as the "Infocommunication Development Sector" (ITU-D).

2.4
RUS xx/1/4

Instruct the Director of BR to organize the joint work with the other international organizations listed as moderators/facilitators of action lines, as mentioned in the Annex to the Tunis Agenda. The results are to be presented to the Council and Plenipotentiary Conference of ITU in 2006.

2.5
RUS xx/1/5

Refine the terms of reference of the study groups and the list of Questions according to the results of WSIS so as to better reflect ICT aspects. SG work should be entirely concentrated in a single ITU-D study group, consisting of three working groups for the following domains:

1)
Policy, tariffs and regulation. Questions:
1.1 Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the costs of national telecommunication services, including spectrum aspects

1.2 Satellite regulation in developing countries 

1.3 Domestic enforcement of laws, rules and regulations on telecommunications by national telecommunication regulatory authorities 

1.4 Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries 

1.5 Impact of the convergence of telecommunication, broadcasting and information technologies

1.6 Universal access/service

2)
Infrastructure, including access and network safety. Questions:

2.1 Identification of study topics in the ITU-T and ITU-R study groups which are of particular interest to developing countries and countries with economies in transition

2.2 Strategy for migration of mobile networks to IMT-2000 and beyond

2.3 Infocommunication for rural and remote areas

2.4 Examination of digital broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques

2.5 Examination of broadband communications over traditional copper wires, taking into account certain aspects of technologies, systems and applications

2.6 Strategy for migration from circuit-switched networks to packet-switched networks

2.7 Examination of access technologies for broadband communications

2.8 New Question on network security

3)
ICT applications. Questions:

3.1 Progress on ITU activities for e-commerce

3.2 Infocommunication applications in health care

3.3 Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world (excluding questions on §3.1 and §3.2)

3.4 New Question on infocommunication applications for early warning and in disaster situations

As an alternative, three study groups could be set up with similar terms of reference. However, the proposal made here has the advantage of being more economical even than the current situation.

2.6
RUS хх/1/6 

Set up a special plenum working group at WTDC-06 to examine the role of ITU-D in the implementation of WSIS decisions and Sector reform.
annex

CHAPTER IV OF CONSTITUTION – Infocommunication Development Sector
	ARTICLE 21
	


	
	
	Functions and Structure

	118
	1
	1)
	The functions of the Infocommunication Development Sector shall be to fulfil the purposes of the Union as stated in Article 1 of this Constitution and to discharge, within its specific sphere of competence, the Union’s dual responsibility as a United Nations specialized agency and executing agency for implementing projects under the United Nations development system or other funding arrangements so as to facilitate and enhance infocommunications development by offering, organizing and coordinating technical cooperation and assistance activities.

	119
	
	2)
	The activities of the Radiocommunication, Infocommunication Standardization and Infocommunication Development Sectors shall be the subject of close cooperation with regard to matters relating to development, in accordance with the relevant provisions of this Constitution.

	120
	2
	
	Within the foregoing framework, the specific functions of the Infocommunication Development Sector shall be to:

	121
	
	a)
	raise the level of awareness of decision-makers concerning the important role of infocommunications in the national economic and social development programme, and provide information and advice on possible policy and structural options;

	122 PP-98
	
	b)
	promote, especially by means of partnership, the development, expansion and operation of infocommunication networks, services and applications, particularly in developing countries and countries with economies in transition, taking into account the activities of other relevant bodies, by reinforcing capabilities for human resources development, planning, management, resource mobilization, and research and development;

	123
	
	c)
	enhance the growth of infocommunications through cooperation with regional infocommunications organizations and with global and regional development financing institutions, monitoring the status of projects included in its development programme to ensure that they are properly executed;

	124
	
	d)
	activate the mobilization of resources to provide assistance in the field of infocommunications to developing countries and countries with economies in transition by promoting the establishment of preferential and favourable lines of credit, and cooperating with international and regional financial and development institutions;

	125
	
	e)
	promote and coordinate programmes to accelerate the transfer of appropriate technologies to the developing countries and countries with economies in transition in the light of changes and developments in the networks of the developed countries;

	126
	
	f)
	encourage participation by industry in infocommunication development in developing countries and countries with economies in transition, and offer advice on the choice and transfer of appropriate technology;

	127
	
	g)
	offer advice, carry out or sponsor studies, as necessary, on technical, economic, financial, managerial, regulatory and policy issues, including studies of specific projects in the field of infocommunications;

	128
	
	h)
	collaborate with the other Sectors, the General Secretariat and other concerned bodies in developing a general plan for international and regional infocommunication networks so as to facilitate the coordination of their development with a view to the provision of infocommunication services and applications;

	129
	
	i)
	in carrying out the above functions, give special attention to the requirements of the least developed countries.

	130
	3
	
	The Infocommunication Development Sector shall work through:

	131
	
	a)
	world and regional infocommunication development conferences;

	132
	
	b)
	infocommunication development study groups;

	132A PP-98
	bbis)    
	the Infocommunication Development Advisory Group;

	133
	
	c)
	the Infocommunication Development Bureau headed by the elected Director.

	134
	4
	
	The Infocommunication Development Sector shall have as members:

	135 PP-98
	
	a)
	of right, the administrations of all Member States;

	136 PP-98
	
	b)
	any entity or organization which becomes a Sector Member in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention.

	ARTICLE 22
	
	

	
	
	
	Infocommunication Development Conferences

	137
	1
	
	Infocommunication development conferences shall be a forum for the discussion and consideration of topics, projects and programmes relevant to infocommunication development and for the provision of direction and guidance to the Infocommunication Development Bureau.

	138
	2
	
	Infocommunication development conferences shall comprise:

	139
	
	a)
	world infocommunication development conferences;

	140
	
	b)
	regional infocommunication development conferences.

	141
	3
	
	There shall be, between two Plenipotentiary Conferences, one world infocommunication development conference and, subject to resources and priorities, regional infocommunication development conferences.

	142 PP-98
	4
	
	Infocommunication development conferences shall not produce Final Acts. Their conclusions shall take the form of resolutions, decisions, recommendations or reports. These conclusions must in all circumstances be in conformity with this Constitution, the Convention and the Administrative Regulations. When adopting resolutions and decisions, the conferences shall take into account the foreseeable financial implications and should avoid adopting resolutions and decisions which might give rise to expenditure in excess of the financial limits laid down by the Plenipotentiary Conference.

	143
	5
	
	The duties of infocommunication development conferences are specified in the Convention.

	ARTICLE 23
	
	

	PP-98
	
	
	Infocommunication Development Study Groups
and Advisory Group

	144 PP-98
	
	
	The respective duties of infocommunication development study groups and advisory group are specified in the Convention.

	ARTICLE 24
	
	

	
	
	
	Infocommunication Development Bureau

	145
	
	
	The functions of the Director of the Infocommunication Development Bureau are specified in the Convention.
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