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	CONTRIBUTION OF THE bdt TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WSIS OUTCOMES


1.
Linkage between the components of the overall WSIS outcome

During the Geneva phase, the international community adopted core principles for the information society that it wants to have, and outlined what should go into an action plan to help bring this about.
At the Tunis phase, the Heads of State undertook to put the Geneva Plan of Action and the other achievements of the Geneva-Tunis process into action, and adopted an agenda that specifies the methods, the players, and the responsibilities assigned to the latter.

The Tunis Agenda gives a prominent place to financing mechanisms because they represent a common theme running through virtually all of the action lines in the GPA. The importance accorded to Internet governance at Tunis reflects its spectacular effects on public communications, achieved without preparation through the usual channels. The agreement on Internet governance reached at Tunis is a positive addition to the Geneva accomplishments.

One of the important questions that the Tunis Summit addressed definitively is that of the implementation and follow-up to Summit decisions. 

Implementation is foreseen at the international, regional and national levels. There is a strong challenge for ITU involvement, confirming the relevance of the Union's mission, including Development.
2.
Congruence of WTDC-06 Action Plan with the WSIS outcomes
The role of the ITU-D in the implementation of the WSIS outcomes was agreed based on the recognition of  WTDC-06 that the Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU‑D), in view of its purposes and objectives, the nature of the existing partnership among Member States and ITU‑D Sector Members, its accumulated experience over many years in dealing with different development needs and implementing a range of projects, including infrastructure projects and telecommunication/ICT infrastructure projects specifically, financed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and various funds, the nature of its six existing programmes, adopted at this conference to meet the needs of the telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and achieve the WSIS goals, and the presence of its authorized regional offices, is a key partner in the implementation of WSIS outcomes. Based on that, the report on the “Impact of the WSIS outcomes on the mission of ITU-D and on the Doha Action Plan” and Resolution 30(Rev.Doha, 2006) (see Annex) were adopted.
WTDC-06 recognized that the following principles could be used to guide the implementation and follow-up of the WSIS outcome in the work programme of BDT:

•
ITU-D should help Member States and their partners in implementing the WSIS outcomes at the national level, for the areas listed in § 100 of the Tunis Agenda.

•
Since actions at the regional and sub regional level are a way of facilitating and optimizing the resources needed for implementation at the national level, ITU-D should help Member States and their partners and regional organizations in implementing the WSIS outcomes in the areas listed in § 101 of the Tunis Agenda and plans adopted at the regional level.

•
Within its overall approach to ICT development, BDT should continue to develop and adapt thematic tools (such as the DAP programmes) that echo the action lines of the Geneva Plan of Action and the Tunis Agenda.

•
Actions linked to the new cooperation process as referred to in §§ 69 to 71 of the Tunis Agenda.

2.1
Putting the WSIS outcomes into action through WTDC

The World Telecommunication Development Conference (Doha, 2006) was the first global event on ICT development after WSIS, offering a unique opportunity for ITU to put the Summit outcomes into action rapidly, in line with § 102 of the Tunis Agenda, and to prepare for progress monitoring in line with §§ 113-120. The high level of synergies between WSIS outcomes and BDT Programmes is reflected in a number of projects delivering societal services to developing countries in sectors such as health, education, agriculture, business and public administration services. Many developing countries have benefited from assistance provided by BDT in the implementation of projects in Cybersecurity, building capacity, raising awareness and in assistance aimed at elaborating national policies and strategies in Cybersecurity.
2.1.1
Involving partners
Using the framework offered by the ITU “Connect the World”, BDT partners where invited by the Secretary-General of the ITU in Doha. The High Level Panel was attended by UNESCO, the WORLD BANK, the European Union, the Digital Solidarity Fund, and other important bodies.
This was used as an opportunity for the BDT to allow its partners to witness the commitment and preparedness of countries and organizations participating to the conference, as regards the identification of their priorities in the domain of ICT, in particular in the selection of Regional Initiatives. Support from partners such as European Commission made it possible for BDT to implement e-government projects delivering public administration services to citizens of developing countries. The implementation of WTDC06 Resolution 45 led to decisions for BDT to play a key role in linking existing Cybersecurity initiatives and working with partners with recognized expertise putting in place a unifying framework to address the needs of developing countries in the domain of Cybersecurity and combating spam.
2.1.2
For WTDC-06, an agenda and a structure that promote the information society

In fact, in addition to the statutory committees, WTDC-06 had two substance committees:  one in charge of preparing thematic instruments (programmes, activities and initiatives at the global level), and the other essentially concerned with regional initiatives.

Thus, ITU addressed the core domains identified by WSIS: the thematic approach and the need to act through large-scale initiatives, either at the national or at the regional level (see TAIS §§ 20, 97, 98 inter alia).

2.2
Towards an operational plan with greater impact

This strengthens the decision of ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002) (No. 223A of the ITU Convention) to set up a rolling four-year operational plan for ITU-D and facilitate its implementation. However, regional initiatives require a high level of coordination and impose more constraints on the parties involved. Regional initiatives are handled "upon request from governments" (Tunis Agenda, § 101 a)) and generally involve commitments from them; the country commitments should be discussed and evaluated from one WTDC to the next, with full respect of sovereignty in each case.
In the future, the report to TDAG on implementation of the operational plan should contain an update on implementation of the GPA within ITU-D.
According to “resolves 1” of Resolution 30 the preparation of the BDT Operational Plan should, from now on, be structured differently in order to be more inclusive and be shaped as a “a clear plan and appropriate mechanisms for coordination among the different partners concerned at the national, regional, interregional and global levels, having particular regard to the needs of the developing countries…”
This approach is in fact already field tested as it was used with ECOWAS/UEMOA , SDAC, CEMAC, ATU, PITA, … to develop fruitful partnerships with EU and implement successful initiatives as shown in document 21.
2.3
The new framework for defining partnerships

WTDC-06 decided that the cooperation frameworks should be strengthened in the implementation of WSIS outcomes, in that regard, as stated in § 98 of the Tunis Agenda, in order to encourage multistakeholder partnerships such as the ITU initiative "Connect the World", given the vital supportive role of ITU‑D in "Connect the World", this platform should continue to be made available for BDT projects and partnerships;
In any event, it is up to BDT to identify the necessary resources within its budget to promote the partnership, including moderators/coordinators for the action lines.

2.4
Measuring the information society
The Conference decided that, in accordance with No. 220 of the ITU Convention, BDT, as a founding member and representative of ITU in the "Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development", will continue to participate in realizing the mission assigned by § 114 of the Tunis Agenda. ITU‑D will continue to publish the global ICT Opportunity Index (ICT-OI) as mentioned by name in § 115 of the Tunis Agenda.
3
Possible issues to be taken to the plenipotentiary conference

WTDC-06 recognized that, by adopting the annex to the Tunis Agenda, among other items, the international community acknowledged real competency within ITU for domains that go well beyond traditional telecommunication.

3.1
Functions and name of ITU-D?

WTDC-06 decided that:

· ITU-D functions may be reviewed taking into account WSIS outcomes. In this regard, concrete proposals may be presented to Council-06 and the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006);

· given ITU-D's deep involvement in the implementation of WSIS outcomes, a more detailed reflection of ICT applications in ITU-D's name may be required. However, it was noted that this issue was within the mandate of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference;
3.2
ITU-D Structure

The directives given by Resolution 30(Rev.Doha, 2006) on how to contribute to the implementation of the WSIS outcomes confirms the appropriateness of the two dimensional structure of the ITU-D outputs: a) the availability of skills to deliver on themes and topics pertaining to the ITU-D missions, b) the expression by Member States of their priorities through the description of regional and global initiatives. The specific role of the ITU-D in the domain of ICT infrastructure has to be translated concretely into tangible actions: immediate recruitment of the missing expert in spectrum management and broadcasting and reinforcement of the “Telecommunication and network Development Unit (TND)” with one high level expert in telecommunication/ICT network engineering and planning. 
“resolves 3, 4, 5 and 6” of Resolution 30 are covered by the BDT current Units; “resolves 7” of Resolution 30 is covered by the assignment to BDT/PSF of the role of  “Focal point for action line C2”. The strategic plan for ICT infrastructure requested therein is submitted to this meeting as document 21
. There is no need to create a specific WSIS Unit in the BDT.
3.3
Mechanism for funding the activities related to the implementation of WSIS action lines (“resolves 8 of Resolution30 (Rev.Doha, 2006))
The strategic plan for the implementation of action line C2 is presented in document 21 as a 4-year rolling initiative with the activities foreseen and a first estimation of resources needed for their realization. It organizes the way ITU could proceed to proactively transform into actions the priorities set by ITU Members and to facilitate these. Except the need to reinforce the BDT Unit in charge of infrastructure, optimization of BDT structure, in view of a better allocation of existing resources to meeting the requirements set by overlapping WTDC-06 decisions and WSIS outcomes, would be sufficient.
The ALC2 implementation project will be one of the 4-year rolling BDT operational plan initiatives. Its cost should go to a new BDT budget rubric labeled “WSIS/GPA Action Line C2”
Within the framework of the implementation of Resolution 45(Doha, 2006), an important meeting was organized by BDT/PSF/e-STR in Geneva from 31 August to 1st September 2006; the related report is submitted to this meeting as document 25
 for information. One of the most important conclusions of the meeting is that BDT should develop a “4-year project” that will organize the cooperation among stakeholders in the domain of Cybersecurity and combating SPAM.  This initiative will be developed and incorporated in the BDT operational plan in the coming weeks. Its financial implementation will be done in the framework of the “WTDC-06 - Programme 3”. Nevertheless, in addition to the implementation of Resolution 45, BDT participates actively in the implementation of action line C5 to meet the demands and challenges faced by developing countries; therefore, it is necessary recognize also, within the BDT budget structure, a new line labelled “WSIS/GPA Action line C5”.

For all other action lines listed in Resolution 30 “resolves 8”,  a new line labelled “WSIS/GPA other action lines” will be created. Nevertheless, recalling that the DAP activities are fully congruent with the WSIS outcomes, the BDT will assign two grouping codes to each action of the operational plan: one to position it in the DAP and the other to associate it with a WSIS action line. In so doing the ITU-D will be able to report easily on WSIS.
Annex:


Resolution 30 (Rev.Doha, 2006)
Role of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector in implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society

The World Telecommunication Development Conference (Doha, 2006),

recalling

a)
Resolution 30 (Istanbul, 2002) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, which achieved its aims in relation to the preparatory work for both phases of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS);

b)
the documents adopted by both phases of WSIS:

–
the Geneva Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action;

–
the Tunis Commitment and Agenda,

recognizing

a)
that WSIS stated that the core competencies of ITU are of crucial importance for building the information society, and identified ITU as a moderator/facilitator for implementing Action Lines C2 and C5, and as a partner in Action Lines C1, C3, C4, C6, C7 and C11
;

b)
that the Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU‑D), in view of its purposes and objectives, the nature of the existing partnership among Member States and ITU‑D Sector Members, its accumulated experience over many years in dealing with different development needs and implementing a range of projects, including infrastructure projects and telecommunication/ICT infrastructure projects specifically, financed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and various funds, the nature of its six existing programmes, adopted at this conference to meet the needs of the telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and achieve the WSIS goals, and the presence of its authorized regional offices, is a key partner in the implementation of WSIS outcomes,

resolves to invite the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector

1
to continue working in cooperation with the other ITU Sectors and with development partners (governments, specialized agencies of the United Nations, relevant international and regional organizations, etc.), through a clear plan and appropriate mechanisms for coordination among the different partners concerned at the national, regional, interregional and global levels, having particular regard to the needs of the developing countries, including in the field of building the telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, building confidence and security in the use of telecommunications/ICTs, and implementation of the other WSIS goals;

2
to continue to encourage the principle of non-exclusion from the information society and to devise appropriate mechanisms to this end (§§ 20-25 of the Tunis Commitment);

3
to continue to facilitate an enabling environment encouraging ITU‑D Sector Members to give priority to investing in the development of the telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, encompassing rural, isolated and remote regions, through different technologies;

4
to assist Member States in finding and/or improving innovative financial mechanisms to develop telecommunication/ICT infrastructure (such as the Digital Solidarity Fund and others mentioned in § 27 of the Tunis Agenda);

5
to continue to assist developing countries in advancing their legal and regulatory frameworks in order to further the goal of building the telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and achieve the other WSIS goals;

6
to pursue its activities in the field of statistical work for telecommunication development, using the indicators required to evaluate progress in this area with a view to bridging the digital divide, inter alia, within the framework of the partnership on measuring ICT for development and consistent with §§ 113-118 of the Tunis Agenda; 

7
to develop and implement the ITU‑D strategic plan, taking into account the need to give priority to building the telecommunication/ICT infrastructure at the national, regional, interregional and global levels and to achieve the other WSIS goals related to the activities of ITU‑D; 

8
to propose at the forthcoming plenipotentiary conference appropriate mechanisms within available resources for funding the activities flowing from WSIS that are relevant to the core competencies of ITU, specifically:

i)
Action Lines C2 and C5, in which ITU is identified as a moderator/facilitator;

ii)
Action Lines C1, C3, C4, C6, C7 and its eight sub-Action Lines and C11, in which ITU is identified as a partner, 

calls upon Member States

to give priority to the development of the telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, including in rural, remote and underserved areas, in order to build the information society,

requests the Secretary-General

to transmit this resolution to the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006) for consideration.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/Working_Group_on_WSIS/Sept-2006/Report%20to%20WG%20WSIS%2009_2006.doc" ��http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/Working_Group_on_WSIS/Sept-2006/Report%20to%20WG%20WSIS%2009_2006.doc� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/Working_Group_on_WSIS/Sept-2006/IGF-ITU-D%20Report%20on%20WTDC06%20Resolution%2045-Final%20(4).doc" ��http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/Working_Group_on_WSIS/Sept-2006/IGF-ITU-D%20Report%20on%20WTDC06%20Resolution%2045-Final%20(4).doc� 


� 	The Syrian Arab Republic, on behalf of the Arab States, expressed a reservation regarding the exclusion of Action Line C8 in this resolution.
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