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Follow-up to Council 2005 decisions on Internet issues

1.
Background

1.1
Council 2005 decided to refer to the Council Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS) the contribution from Syria C05/43 (see 1.3-1.5 of C05/113).

1.2
WG-WSIS did not meet between Council 2005 and the Tunis meeting of WSIS.  Therefore, the present February 2006 meeting is the first opportunity for WG-WSIS to consider the Syrian contribution as requested by Council.

1.3
Having analyzed the relevant provisions of the Tunis outputs, Syria believes that portions of C05/43 are even more relevant and timely now than they were in July 2005.

2.
ccTLD issues (Part 1 of C05/43)

2.1
Paragraph 63 of the Tunis Agenda reaffirms that countries should not be involved in decisions regarding another country’s ccTLD.  Syria believes that the current system of management through ICANN and the US Department of Commerce is not consistent with this principle.

2.2
Syria presented a constructive proposal to ITU-T Study Group 2 to resolve the matter in a manner consistent with national sovereignty, but the proposal encountered objections (see 3.2.6 of COM 2 – R 5 and the referenced TD 136 Rev. 2 (GEN/2)).

3.
Internet Governance (Parts 3 and 5 of C05/43)

3.1
The proposals in C05/43 remain valid, and, in addition, Syria makes the new proposals contained in Section 5 below.

4.
Combating spam (Part 4 of C05/43)

4.1
Paragraph 41 of the Tunis Agenda reaffirms the common intention of all governments to deal effectively with the significant and growing problem posed by spam.  The measures agreed in Tunis include international cooperation.  The Arab group proposal, first made at the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly in Florianopolis is, we believe, a concrete step in this direction that thus should be supported, at least in principle, by all countries.

4.2
The proposal made in Florianopolis was submitted by Syria to Council 05 in C05/43, and Syria now requests again that WG-WSIS undertake serious discussions of those proposals to combat spam, through the proposed mechanism of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) of which the ITU Secretary-General would act as depository, in accordance with 76A of the Constitution, 102A of the Convention and Plenipotentiary Resolution 100.

5.
New proposals concerning Internet Governance

5.1
Now that the Tunis Agenda has been adopted, the ITU’s membership should start to consider, in preparation for discussions at the Plenipotentiary Conference, what role ITU should have with respect to Internet Governance, in light of the agreements made in Tunis.

5.2
Firstly, it should be noted that, according to the Annex of the Tunis Agenda and paragraphs 108 and 109, the ITU should play a lead moderator/facilitator role with respect to the information and communication infrastructure.  Thus, to the extent that infrastructure issues are involved in Internet Governance (for example allocation of naming and addressing resources), the Tunis Agenda implies that ITU should play a coordination/facilitating role.

5.3
Thus ITU should facilitate the coordination between the various private-sector bodies that ensure day-to-day operational activities related to infrastructure and governments.  Further, in accordance with (d) of paragraph 35 of the Tunis Agenda, ITU should have a facilitating role in the coordination of Internet-related policies (in particular in fostering international cooperation, in accordance with the ITU Constitution).

5.4
As repeatedly stated by business representatives in WSIS, there should be no duplication of existing activities or creation of new bodies that would overlap existing bodies.  Thus, overall coordination of international policies for the information and communication infrastructure (including where applicable Internet issues) should be performed by ITU, not by some new body.  Of course ITU would, as specified in both the Tunis Agenda and Plenipotentiary Resolution 102, cooperate with existing bodies, in particular the private-sector bodies that perform operational tasks.

5.5
Paragraph 71 of the Tunis Agenda calls for relevant organizations (which of course includes ITU) to commence a process towards enhanced cooperation involving all stakeholders, proceeding as quickly as possible and responsive to innovation.  In order to implement this request, it is proposed that ITU Council (or the Plenipotentiary) convene a World Telecommunication Policy Forum as specified in the draft decision annexed to this paper.

Annex
(to XX from Syria)
Draft Council (or Plenipotentiary) Decision

Fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum

The Council [or the Plenipoteniary Conference],

considering

a)
Resolution 2 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Revised, Marrakesh, 2002), on the  maintaining of the Policy Forum in order to discuss and exchange views and information on telecommunication policy and regulatory matters, especially on global and cross-sectoral issues,

noting

a)
Tunis Agenda for the Information Society;

b)
that the purposes of the Union are, inter alia, to promote, at international level, the adoption of a broader approach to the issues of telecommunications in the global information economy and society, to promote the extension of the benefits of the new telecommunication technologies to all the world's inhabitants and to harmonize the actions of Member States and Sector Members in the attainment of those ends;

c)
that ITU is uniquely positioned and has the necessary experience to provide a forum for the coordination of, exchange of information on, discussion of and harmonization of national, regional and international telecommunication strategies and policies;

d)
that the world telecommunication policy forum, which was established by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994) and successfully convened in 1996, 1998 and 2001, has provided a venue for discussion of global and cross-sectoral issues by high-level participants, thus contributing to the advance of world telecommunications, as well as to the establishment of procedures for the conduct of the forum itself;

e)
that the Internet Governance Forum created by paragraph 72 of the Tunis Agenda could provide inputs to the World Telecommunication Policy Forum;

considering further

a)
that Internet-related public policy matters are amongst the topics of high current interest to ITU Member States and Sector Members;

b)
that the continued development of Internet also has significant implications for several domains, particularly for capacity building, especially in developing countries,

decides

1
to convene the fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum in Geneva from X to X April 2007 in order to discuss and exchange views on the theme of those Internet-related public policy matters that are of relevance to the ITU Member States, with the draft agenda shown in the Annex of this Decision.

2
that the Forum shall draw up a report and, if possible, opinions for consideration by ITU Members and relevant ITU meetings;

3
that arrangements for the fourth WTPF shall be similar to those of the previous Fora. In particular:

a)
discussions shall be based on a report from the Secretary-General, incorporating the contributions of ITU Member States and Sector Members, which will serve as the base working document of the Forum, and shall focus on those Internet-related key public policy issues which are of relevance to the ITU Member States and on which it would be desirable to reach conclusions;

b)
the final report of the Secretary-General shall be circulated at least six weeks before the opening of the Policy Forum;

c)
the report of the Secretary-General shall be developed in the following manner:

i)
the Secretary-General shall convene a balanced, informal group of experts, each of whom is active in preparing for the Policy Forum in his/her own country, to assist in this process;

ii)
a first draft of the report shall be circulated, based on available material, with an invitation to comment, not later than four months before the opening of the Forum;

iii)
a second draft, incorporating comment from the membership, with an invitation to comment, shall be circulated ten weeks before the opening of the Forum;

d)
participation in the Forum shall be open to Member States, Sector Members, relevant private-sector organization which are not Sector Members, and relevant civil society organizations with attendance, as observers, by the public;

e)
the Secretary-General shall encourage ITU Member States, Sector Members and other interested parties, to make voluntary contributions to help defray the costs of the Policy Forum and facilitate the attendance of the LDCs;

f)
Forum Meetings should be conducted in line with the Rules of Procedure used at the previous three Fora.

Annex
(to Draft Council Decision)
Draft agenda
Fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum

1
Inauguration of the fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum

2
Election of the Chairman

3
Opening remarks and presentations

4
Organization of the work of the Forum

5
Presentation of the Secretary-General's report

6
Discussion of the Secretary-General's report

7
Consideration of draft opinions

a) the general implications of Internet-related public policy issues for the ITU membership with respect to: the telecommunications policies and regulations of ITU Member States; the implications of Internet-related public policy issues for developing countries, in particular with respect to policies and regulatory frameworks;

b) actions to assist Member States and Sector Members in meeting the human resource development challenges presented by the continued expansion of the Internet and the growing importance of Internet-related public policy issues, in particular, skills shortages and the need for education, and technology transfer;

8
Adoption of the Chairman's report and opinions

9
Other business

10
Closure of the third World Telecommunication Policy Forum
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