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Mandate and work of the WG-WSIS

1.
This document reports on the main results of the ITU Council Working Group on the World Summit of the Information Society (WG-WSIS) since the 2005 Council. During this period, the Group held its 9th meeting, 2-3 February 2006, under the chairmanship of Dr Yuri G. Grin (Director General of the Department for International Cooperation, Ministry for Information Technologies and Communications of the Russian Federation). In addition, the Group held a number of informal meetings, open to all WSIS stakeholders, notably a brainstorming on ITU Reform on 1 February 2006. The documents and reports from the 9th meeting, as well as the earlier work of this group, are available on the WG-WSIS website at: http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/wsis_WG.html. 

2.
The work programme of the WG-WSIS was established by Plenipotentiary Resolution 113 and more recently Council Resolution 1244. Specifically, the WG-WSIS was requested to continue to provide updated inputs to the Summit preparatory process, analyse the outcomes of WSIS and their implications for ITU. On the basis of inputs from Member States and Sector Members, as well as those of the Secretary‑General and the Directors of the Bureaux, WG-WSIS should submit updated proposals to Council -06 on:

a) ITU actions to help accomplish the goals and objectives articulated in the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action, as adopted by the Geneva phase of WSIS, and the outcomes of the Tunis phase; 

b) how ITU should further adapt itself to the Information Society and the changing telecommunications environment including, for example, any amendments to the ITU Constitution and Convention, respecting the deadlines set out in No. 224 of the ITU Constitution and No. 519 of the ITU Convention, for presentation to Member States and Council-06 for further consideration and presentation to PP-06.
ITU inputs to the Summit process
3.
In line with Council Resolution 1244, the chairman of the WG-WSIS submitted to PrepCom a short presentation of the position of the Council and the annex to the Council Resolution, indicating those areas of the WSIS Plan of Action in which ITU considers itself to have competence (in document WSIS-I/PC-3/Contri/32). This input was considered very useful and was, in fact, used as a model for the Annex to the final Tunis Agenda for the Information Society
 (see below).
4.
In addition, ITU also provided inputs to both the stocktaking database and the “Golden Book” of new initiatives launched during the Tunis Phase of the Summit (see WG-WSIS-9/13.)
5.
ITU played an active role in the preparatory process for the Tunis Phase of the Summit. During the Summit itself, as detailed in WG-WSIS-9/14, ITU helped to organise a number of parallel meetings and side events, including:
· ITU’s own “High-Level Panel”, which took place on 15 November 2005, with the presence of high-level officials from various countries and from other stakeholders;

· The 6th annual “Global Symposium for Regulators” was held as a Summit side-event, in Hammamet, 14-15 November 2005.

· Global Pledge to “Connect the World”, made during a press event at Tunis organised by partners in this ITU-led multi-stakeholder partnership that had been launched on 16 June 2005. 

· Reports on the seven WSIS Thematic meetings organised or co-organised by ITU were presented during the Summit Plenary.
Analysis of the WSIS outcomes and their implications for ITU
6.
The four outcome documents of the WSIS are:

· Geneva Declaration of Principles
· Geneva Plan of Action
· Tunis Commitment
· Tunis Agenda for the Information Society.

These have now been published in a single booklet as well as on the WSIS website.

7.
The Geneva texts contain four specific mentions of ITU, most notably para 64 of the Declaration, which sets out the core competencies of the ITU that are considered to be of crucial importance for building the Information Society.
8.
The Tunis texts contain 9 specific mentions of ITU in the main text and 15 in the annex and assign a number of roles. These include:

· The leading facilitation role (along with UNESCO and UNDP) in organizing the multi-stakeholder implementation of the Plan of Action, as outlined in paras 108-110 of the Agenda, and in organizing a meeting of facilitators/coordinators;
· ITU is recognized as having the moderator/facilitator role for WSIS Action Lines C2 (information and communication infrastructure) and C5 (building confidence and security in the use of ICTs) as well as a shared role in action lines C1, C3, C4, C6, C7 and C11. The list of moderators/facilitators is not exhaustive.
· ITU is given specific responsibility for maintaining the WSIS stocktaking database (para 120).
· One of the potential lead agencies (along with UNESCO and UNDP) in the establishment by the UN Secretary-General of the UN Group on the Information Society with the UN Chief Executives Board (para 103 of the Agenda);
· ITU was noted by WSIS as having proven expertise relevant to the Internet Governance Forum (para 78 of the Agenda); 
· The agency’s activities were also noted with respect to countering spam (para 41);
· Specific responsibility to study and report on International Internet Connectivity (paras 27 and 50 of the Agenda);
· The agency with responsibilities for ensuring rational, efficient and economic use of, and equitable access to, the radiofrequency spectrum (para 96 of the Agenda, 13r of the Plan).

· The Tunis text also includes possible references to existing ITU work, including network reliability and quality of service (para 59 of the Agenda and TSB doc WG-WSIS-9/18).

References to ITU in the WSIS documents are presented in the annexes to the contribution from Canada (WG-WSIS-9/17). There is also analysis of the implications of WSIS for ITU in the documents presented by the Directors of the BDT (WG-WSIS-9/7), and TSB (WG-WSIS-9/18) as well as the General Secretariat (WG-WSIS-9/14).
9.
These references to ITU’s work include both new tasks (e.g., organisation of a meeting of moderators/facilitators, maintenance of stocktaking database) as well as formal recognition of ITU’s existing mandate. They will help shape ITU’s mission for many years to come, as well as its future work programme, insofar as they are within ITU’s mandate and subject to decisions of its governing bodies and within approved existing resources. In recognition of this, the draft Strategic Plan for the Union, 2008-2011 (WG-SP-FP-06/10) contains a commitment to the implementation of the goals and objectives of WSIS, as one of seven overall goals for the Union.
Actions taken, or announced, since the Tunis Summit
10.
Since the conclusion of the Tunis Phase of the Summit, ITU has taken or announced a number of actions aimed at furthering the implementation of the WSIS outcomes. These include:

· A decision of the Secretary-General, announced in a letter to all stakeholders on 16 December 2005, to extend the mandate of the WSIS Executive Secretariat to assist with the implementation process, and to invite voluntary contributions to support its activities;

· The publication by ITU of the Stocktaking report, the WSIS Outcomes document and the “Golden Book” of new initiatives.

· Holding coordination meetings with UNESCO and UNDP, as well as with other stakeholders, to plan the implementation phase;

· Convening a meeting of facilitators/moderators on 24 February 2006, preceded by an informal consultation with other CEB members on 23 February;

· Participation in a number of other meetings, including the consultation on the Internet Governance Forum, held 16-17 February, on the role in WSIS follow-up of the UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) on 13 February, and the consultations of the High-Level Committee on Programmes (HLCP) on 27-28 February.

A more complete description of ITU’s activities during and since the WSIS is contained in document WG-WSIS-9/14, as well as for BDT in WG-WSIS-9/7 and TSB in WG-WSIS-9/18.
11.
In addition, ITU is planning a number of thematic meetings which are closely related to WSIS implementation. These include:

· Consideration of WSIS issues, especially those relating to infrastructure (action line C2), during WTDC-06 in Qatar, 7-15 March 2006.
· WSIS Action Line facilitation meeting on Cybersecurity (C5), on 15-16 May 2006 in Geneva, and other events related to World Information Society Day on 17 May.

· Workshop on promoting the multilingual internet, organised jointly by ITU and UNESCO, on 9-11 May 2006, in Geneva.

12.
More information on these and other WSIS-related implementation activities is available on the website “ITU activities relevant to WSIS” at: http://www.itu.int/itu-wsis/. 

Contributions from the membership

13.
At its 9th meeting, the WG-WSIS considered a number of contributions from ITU membership. These included:

· A contribution from the Syrian Arab Republic (WG-WSIS-9/09) containing, inter alia, a proposal to change the name of the organisation and draft changes to the CS/CV;
· A contribution from the Syrian Arab Republic (WG-WSIS-9/10), which follows up on Council 2005 decisions regarding Internet Governance and, inter alia, proposes a World Telecommunication Policy Forum be held in April 2007 on Internet-related public policy matters;

· A contribution from the Federal Republic of Germany (WG-WSIS-9/11), providing “food for thought” on ITU’s role in WSIS follow-up; 
· A contribution from Canada (WG-WSIS-9/17) examining the implications of the WSIS for ITU’s activities;
· A contribution from the Russian Federation (WG-WSIS-9/8) containing a proposal to change the name of the organisation.

· A contribution from Siemens (WG-WSIS-9/19) relating to the future work programme of ITU and the BDT.

· A contribution from AfriNic (WG-WSIS-9/20) relating to multi-stakeholderism in ITU
Issues for discussion

14.
The WSIS outcome documents can be considered as being very significant for ITU and its membership, and highly supportive of its activities. In some areas, the necessary actions to be conducted by ITU are stated quite clearly, as for instance in the case of maintaining the stocktaking database or organising a meeting of facilitators/moderators. In other areas, though, the requirements are less clear and more guidance may be necessary from the membership. The following questions are suggested for discussion in Council and PP:

· What changes may be required to the ITU Constitution and Convention and the work programmes of the Union to accommodate the outcomes of the WSIS, for instance in the context of the development agenda adopted by ITU or on digital inclusion?

· What changes may need to be made to the ITU Constitution and Convention to embrace the concept of multi-stakeholder partnership in WSIS implementation? 

· What contribution can ITU make to the Internet Governance Forum and more generally what role should it play on issues related to Internet Governance?

· What is the appropriate role for ITU in overall WSIS implementation and follow-up?

· What resources should be committed to WSIS implementation in the future financial plan for the Union, 2008-2011? (around CHF 1.6m was included in the 2004-07 Financial Plan)
· What would be the possible benefits and risks, as well as the resource implications, arising from a change in the name of the International Telecommunication Union to show how it is adapting to the changing environment?
· What additional steps are necessary to further adapt ITU to the Information Society and the changing telecommunications environment?

Yuri G. Grin (Russian Federation)
Chairman, WG-WSIS
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