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Report by Council 2006 to Plenipotentiary 2006 on activities of the Council Working Group on WSIS (WGIG-WSIS) between 2002 and 2006  


Background
1. 
This document reports on the mandate and work of the ITU Council Working Group on the World Summit of the Information Society (WG-WSIS), from 2002 to 2006.
2.
The ITU Council 2002, by Resolution 1196, converted the WSIS Liaison Committee of the Council into the Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society (WG-WSIS), open to all Member States and Sector Members. In addition, ITU Council further revised the mandate of the WG-WSIS by Resolutions 1214, 1222 and 1244.

3.
Decision 8 and Resolution 113 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002) foresaw the continuation of the work of WG-WSIS until 2006 and gave specific instructions for its continuing work. 

Work of the WG-WSIS
4.
The Working Group of the Council on the WSIS, under the chairmanship of Dr Yuri G. Grin (Director General of the Department for International Cooperation, Ministry for Information Technologies and Communications of the Russian Federation), held nine meetings from 2002 to 2006. In the occasional absence of Mr Yuri Grin, Prof Vladimir Minkin, substituted for him in the capacity of the chairman.
5.
The working group coordinated the drafting of information documents and the provision of a detailed framework for the substantive contribution of ITU to the WSIS Summit.
6.
The work programme of the WG-WSIS, as called for in Plenipotentiary Resolution 113 and Council Resolution 1244, specifically requested the Group to continue to provide updated inputs to the Summit preparatory process, analyse the outcomes of the WSIS and their implications for ITU. WG-WSIS was invited to report to Plenipotentiary-06, via Council-06 and based on inputs from Member States and Sector Members, as well as those of the Secretary‑General and the Directors of the Bureaux, updated proposals on:

a) ITU actions to help accomplish the goals and objectives articulated in the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action, as adopted by the Geneva phase of WSIS, and the outcomes of the Tunis phase; 

b) how ITU should further adapt itself to the Information Society and the changing telecommunications environment including, for example, any amendments to the ITU Constitution and Convention, respecting the deadlines set out in No. 224 of the ITU Constitution and No. 519 of the ITU Convention, for presentation to Member States and Council-06 for further consideration and presentation to PP-06.
Meetings
7.
In addition to working by electronic means, the WG-WSIS has held nine meetings to date:

a) In Marrakesh, Morocco, before the Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-02) on 21 September 2002 
b) In Lisbon, Portugal, from 11 to 13 December 2002 
c) In Geneva, from 14 to 15 April 2003 
d) In Madeira, Portugal from 10 to 11 September 
e) In Geneva, on 25 February 2004 
f) In Geneva, from 7 to 8 June 2004 
g) In Geneva, from 13 to 14 December 2004 
h) In Geneva, from 3 to 4 May 2005 
i) In Geneva, from 2 to 3 February 2006.

The Group also held a number of informal consultations, open to all WSIS stakeholders, notably on 2 May 2005 (on WSIS implementation) and on 1 February 2006 (on ITU Reform).

8.
On the basis of these meetings, the WG-WSIS made annual reports to Council, notably in documents C03/4, C04/23, C05/20 and C06/XX. 
Inputs to the PrepCom process
9. The WG-WSIS has made a number of inputs to the PrepCom process at various stages of its work. Inputs include:

· Information document on ITU’s activities relevant to the WSIS (annex 2 to Decision 8);
· ITU input to the Geneva Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action (delivered to PrepCom-2 of the Geneva phase in WSIS/PC-2/C/123 and to PrepCom-3 in WSIS/PC-3/C/116).
· Joint contribution with World Bank on alternative dispute resolution (delivered to PrepCom-3 of the Geneva phase in WSIS/PC-3/C-141).

· Chairman’s report of the WSIS Thematic Meeting on Countering Spam (delivered to PrepCom-2 of the Tunis phase in document WSIS-II/PC-2/CONTRI/01).
· Reports from the 2003 Global Symposium for Regulators (delivered to PrepCom-2 of the Tunis phase in contributions , 17, 18, 19 and 20)

· Contribution to the work of the WGIG, including work done on definitions within the short-lived group created by WTSA Resolution 46 (delivered to PrepCom-3 of the Geneva phase in document WSIS-II/PC-3/Contri/50).

· A package of ITU materials showing ITU work relevant to Internet Governance (delivered to PrepCom-3 as WSIS-II/PC-3/Contri/53).
· ITU Council Resolution 1244, including annex on ITU competencies (delivered to PrepCom-3 as WSIS-I/PC-3/Contri/32).

10.
A number of these initiatives and inputs were directly taken up by WSIS. For instance, 

· the ITU’s own stocktaking of activities was replicated for WSIS as a whole, with ITU invited to work with the WSIS-ES in leading the initiative;

· ITU’s proposals on inputs to the declaration of principles and plan of action are well-reflected in the final outcome;

· The annex to Council Resolution 1244 is reflected in the overall annex to the Tunis Agenda.

· ITU is mentioned no less than 28 times in the four WSIS Outcome Documents.

Documentation
11.
The documents and reports noted above, as well as the earlier work of this group, are available on the WG-WSIS website at: http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/wsis_WG.html. 

[Section to be added on outcome of WG-WSIS 9th meeting and Council 2006 deliberations]
Yuri G. Grin (Russian Federation)
Chairman, WG-WSIS
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