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1 Statistics on attendees at the WSIS, Phases I and II 

	At the Geneva Phase as of  Dec 12 2003
	Number of participants
	Number of entities represented

	TOTAL
	11047
	

	States and European Community
	4590
	175

	International organizations
	1192
	100

	NGOs and civil society entities
	3310
	481

	Business sector entities
	514
	98

	Specially invited Guests
	471
	-

	Media
	970
	631


	At the Tunis Phase as of 18 November 2005
	Number of participants
	Number of entities represented

	TOTAL
	19 401
	

	States and European Community
	5 857
	174

	International organizations
	1 508
	92

	NGOs and civil society entities
	6 241
	606

	Business sector entities
	4 816
	226

	Media
	979
	642


2
From Geneva to Tunis

2.1
The Geneva outcome

At the first phase of WSIS, held in Geneva from 10 to 12 December 2003, the international community was able by a broad consensus to adopt two important documents:

•
The Declaration of Principles
 of Geneva, by which the international community set up the pillars on which to build a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented information society, where everyone can create, access, utilize and share information and knowledge, enabling individuals, communities and peoples to achieve their full potential in promoting their sustainable development and improving their quality of life, premised on the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and respecting fully and upholding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

•
The Geneva Plan Of Action
 (GPA), which translates the Declaration principles into concrete actions to progressively achieve the internationally-agreed development goals, including those in the Millennium Declaration, the Monterrey Consensus and the Johannesburg Declaration and Plan of Implementation, by promoting the use of ICT-based products, networks, services and applications, and to help countries overcome the digital divide.

•
The GPA is organized around six major chapters; those that are of particular importance to ITU-D include:

–
Chapter B defines objectives, goals and targets;

–
Chapter C sets out the action lines on which the international community agreed to bring about the information society mentioned above; this chapter of the GPA consists of eleven action lines by which the players, whatever their background and skills, recognize that they have a contribution to make to the accomplishment of the shared goals;

–
Chapter D sets out a digital solidarity agenda aimed at putting in place the conditions for mobilizing the necessary human, financial and technological resources for inclusion of all men and women in the emerging information society.

2.2
Comparison of the Geneva Plan of Action and the ITU-D action plan

A comparison of sub-paragraphs of the GPA with the programmes, activities and initiatives of the Istanbul Action Plan shows a high degree of correspondence between the intentions expressed by the WSIS accord signatories and the ITU-D membership. This is an indication of how important the groundwork done by ITU, and particularly ITU-D, may be in achieving the goals of WSIS. It should also be noted that in many sections there is only partial correspondence or sometimes even none at all, so that it becomes essential to make partnerships, in almost every area and at almost every level, the cornerstone of the information society that it is the international community's ambition to build.

The comparison is summarized in the table given in Annex 1.

2.3
The outcome of the Tunis phase 

The negotiation process from the Geneva to the Tunis Summit was guided by the desire to achieve consensus in four areas:

•
financing mechanisms to bridge the digital divide;

•
Internet governance;

•
the reiteration and detailing of the political commitments of the Declaration of Principles for implementing the GPA;

•
finding implementation and follow-up mechanisms for the Summit outcome.

The Summit achieved a resounding success by adopting two crucial documents:

•
The Tunis Commitment
, which confirms that the action lines of the GPA indeed constitute the key principles for building an inclusive information society, and reaffirms the determination of the international community to make this new sphere of life one that will benefit all of humankind;

•
The Tunis agenda for the information society (TAIS)
, which has the goal of moving the decisions taken at Geneva and Tunis from the level of principles to concrete actions by designating the players from whom specific contributions are needed. It contains the consensus on 1) financing mechanisms to bridge the digital divide; 2) Internet governance; and 3) implementation and follow-up mechanisms.

This consensus confirms the soundness of the choices made by WTDC-2002. The table in Annex 2 shows how the different paragraphs from the Tunis Agenda are reflected in the structure of the Istanbul Action Plan.

2.4
Linkage between the components of the overall WSIS outcome

During the Geneva phase, the international community adopted core principles for the information society that it wants to have, and outlined what should go into an action plan to help bring this about.

At the Tunis phase, the Heads of State undertook to put the GPA and the other achievements of the Geneva-Tunis process into action, and adopted an agenda that specifies the methods, the players, and the responsibilities assigned to the latter.

The Tunis Agenda gives a prominent place to financing mechanisms because they represent a common theme running through virtually all of the action lines in the GPA. The importance accorded to Internet governance at Tunis reflects its spectacular effects on public communications, achieved without preparation through the usual channels. The agreement on Internet governance reached at Tunis is a positive addition to the Geneva accomplishments.

One of the important questions that the Tunis Summit addressed definitively is that of the implementation and follow-up to Summit decisions. 

Implementation is foreseen at the international, regional and national levels. There is a strong challenge for ITU involvement, as shown in Annex 3, confirming the relevance of the Union's mission, including Development.

3
From WSIS to WTDC-06

The following principles could be used to guide the implementation and follow-up of the WSIS outcome in the work programme of BDT:

•
ITU-D must help Member States and their partners in implementing the WSIS outcome at the national level, for the areas listed in TAIS § 100;

•
ITU-D must help the Member States, regional organizations and their partners in implementing the WSIS outcome in the areas listed in TAIS § 101 at the regional level; actions at the regional and sub-regional level are a way of facilitating and optimizing the resources needed for implementation at the national level (TAIS § 110);

•
within its overall approach to ICT development, BDT must continue to develop and adapt thematic tools (such as the IsAP programmes) that echo the action lines of the GPA.

3.1
Putting the WSIS outcomes into action through WTDC

The World Telecommunication Development Conference (Doha, 2006) will be the first global event on ICT development after WSIS; it thus offers a unique opportunity for ITU to put the Summit outcomes into action rapidly, in line with § 102 of the Tunis Agenda, and to prepare for progress monitoring in line with §§ 113-120.

3.1.1
Special WTDC session on the WSIS outcomes

ITU councillors expressed the desire for a separate opportunity for high-level participants to exchange views on matters relating to the conference agenda.

This could be an opportunity for holding a meeting of some of the moderators/facilitators mentioned in § 108 and in the Annex to TAIS, for work that may further the development of ICT infrastructure in the developing countries. This Conference may wish to consider dedicating some time specifically to this issue, in particular  on how to build with other stakeholders the synergies necessary for ITU/BDT to fully play its role as the designated facilitator for ICT infrastructure development worldwide.

3.1.2
For WTDC-06, an agenda and a structure that promote the information society

In addition to the statutory committees, WTDC-06 will have two thematic committees:  one will be in charge of preparing thematic instruments (programmes, activities and initiatives at the global level), and the other essentially concerned with regional initiatives.

Thus, ITU will be sure to address the core domains identified by WSIS: the thematic approach (cf. Annex 3) and the need to act through large-scale initiatives, either at the national or at the regional level (see TAIS §§ 20, 97, 98 inter alia).

3.2
Towards an operational plan with greater impact

This strengthens the decision of PP-02 (No. 223A of the ITU Convention) to set up a rolling four-year operational plan for the Sector and facilitate its implementation. However, regional initiatives require a high level of coordination and impose more constraints on the parties involved. Regional initiatives are handled "[upon] request from governments" (TAIS § 101 a) and generally involve commitments from them; the common country assessment reports (TAIS § 100 d) should include those commitments, and they could be discussed and evaluated from one WTDC to the next, with full respect of sovereignty in each case.

In the future, the report to TDAG on implementation of the operational plan, in accordance to paragraph 215EA of the ITU Convention, should contain an update on implementation of the GPA action lines within the mandate of ITU-D.

3.3
The new framework for defining partnerships

In order to harmonize all of this, TAIS § 98 encourages multi-stakeholder partnerships and cites the ITU initiative "Connect the World", the content and operational implementation for which are primarily the work of BDT. At the present time this is a communication platform fed entirely by ongoing projects of BDT and its partners.

At Tunis, under BDT guidance, ten partnership agreements were concluded within this framework.

Given the vital supportive role of the ITU Development Sector in this initiative it is logical that this platform should continue to be made available for BDT projects and partnerships.

In any event, it is up to BDT to identify the necessary resources within its budget to promote the partnership, including moderators/coordinators for the action lines.

3.4
Measuring the information society

BDT is a founding member and represents ITU in the "Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development". This is done in accordance with No. 221 of the ITU Convention. To this end, BDT is already involved in realizing the mission assigned by TAIS § 114. Together with a partner (Orbicom), BDT has published a study5 of the ICT situation in 179 countries, earning recognition within the international community, from developing countries and developed countries alike. The publication provides a global index that fuses the DAI with Orbicom's DDI. The new ICT Opportunity Index (ICT-OI) is mentioned by name in TAIS § 115.

4
Possible issues to be taken to the plenipotentiary conference: Broader participation in ITU-D work

By adopting the annex to the Tunis Agenda, among other items, the international community acknowledged real competency within ITU for domains that go well beyond traditional telecommunication.

If ITU is to play its leading facilitating role in implementing the GPA (TAIS § 109) by opening its events to WSIS partners, the legal framework will first have to be adapted to allow them to attend.

Annex 1

Comparison of the action lines of the Geneva Plan of action
and the Istanbul Action Plan (IsAP)

	Action lines in the Geneva Plan of Action 
	IsAp Prog. 1


	IsAp Prog. 2
	IsAp 
Prog. 3
	IsAp Prog. 4
	IsAp Prog. 5
	IsAp Prog. 6
	IsAp Activity 1
	IsAp Activity 2
	IsAp special initiatives 
	IsAp regional initiatives 

	С1. The role of public governance authorities and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development
	8g
	8g
	8a; 8g; 8h
	8a; 8g; 8i;
	8a; 8g
	8g;
	8g; 8h
	8b; 8e; 
8g; 8h
	8c; 8f; 8g
	8g

	С2. Information and communication infrastructure
	9a
	9d; 9f; 9g; 9h; 9i; 9j; 9l
	9c; 9j
	9b; 9k
	
	9i
	9b
	
	9e; 9f
	

	C3. Access to information and knowledge
	
	10g
	10d; 10f;
10h
	10i
	10f
	
	
	
	10g
	

	C4. Capacity building
	
	11f
	11k; 11n
	11h;
	11b; 11c;
11e; 11h;
11j; 11k;
11l; 11p
	11j; 11l
	
	11j; 11m
	11g; 11i
	

	C5. Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs
	
	12h
	12a; 12d;
12e; 12f;
12g; 12j
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C6. Enabling environment
	13k; 13l
	13p; 3q;
13r
	13d; 13i;
13j; 13n;
13o
	13m
	13i
	
	
	
	13l
	

	C7. ICT Applications and their contribution in all areas
	16b
	
	15a; 15b;
15c; 16a;
18; 19; 20;
21
	15b;
16b; 16c
	
	18f; 19c;
20c
	
	15c; 16b;
18a; 21b
	19a; 19c;
19d
	

	C8. Cultural diversity and identity, linguistic diversity and local content
	
	
	
	
	23i
	
	
	
	23h; 23i;
23k; 23l
	

	C9. Media
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C10. Ethical dimensions of the information society
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C11. International and regional cooperation
	26c
	26c
	26c
	26c
	26c
	26c
	26c
	26a; 26b;
26c
	26c
	26c


	Prog. 1:
	Regulatory reform
	Prog. 6:
	Special programme for least developed countries

	Prog. 2:
	Technologies and telecommunication network development
	Activity 1:
	Statistics and information on telecommunication

	Prog. 3:
	E-strategies and e-services/applications
	Activity 2:
	Partnerships and promotion

	Prog. 4:
	Economics and finance, including cost and tariffs
	Special initiatives:
	Special initiatives

	Prog. 5:
	Human capacity building
	Regional initiatives:
	Regional initiatives


Annex 2

Comparison of the elements of the Tunis Agenda with those of the Istanbul Action Plan (IsAP)

	Tunis Agenda
chapters 
	IsAp Prog. 1
	IsAp Prog. 2
	IsAp 
Prog. 3
	IsAp Prog. 4
	IsAp Prog. 5
	IsAp Prog. 6
	IsAp Activity 1
	IsAp Activity 2
	IsAp special initiatives 
	IsAp regional initiatives 

	Financial mechanisms for meeting the challenges of ICT for development
	9, 13, 14, 16, 20, 23j, 26a
	9, 14, 18, 23d
	13, 14, 18, 20, 23f, 23k, 23l, 26a, 26b, 26f
	10, 13, 14, 18, 20, 23d, 23h, 23k, 26a, 26c, 27a, 27c, 27d, 27e, 27f, 27j, 27l, 28
	9, 23a, 26g
	12, 14, 18, 21, 23b, 23e
	
	18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 26b, 27b, 27g, 27h
	10 
	10, 17, 20, 23c, 23i, 24, 26g, 27b

	Internet governance
	54, 72
	50e, 54, 72
	39, 40, 41, 45, 47, 48, 50b, 51, 52, 70, 72
	49, 50a, 50c, 50d, 50f, 54, 58, 72
	49, 51, 72 
	50g, 72 
	
	50c, 51, 54, 80
	
	

	Implementation and follow-up
	90b, 95, 96
	89, 96
	85, 90a, 90b, 90g, 90i, 90j, 100a
	85, 89, 90a, 90b, 90f, 95, 100b  
	87, 95
	90a, 90c, 91, 98
	87, 107, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120
	85, 86, 88, 98, 100c, 108, 109
	85, 90d, 90e, 98
	85, 86, 98, 101


	Prog. 1:
	Regulatory reform
	Prog. 6:
	Special programme for least developed countries

	Prog. 2:
	Technologies and telecommunication network development
	Activity 1:
	Statistics and information on telecommunication

	Prog. 3:
	E-strategies and e-services/applications
	Activity 2:
	Partnerships and promotion

	Prog. 4:
	Economics and finance, including cost and tariffs
	Special initiatives:
	Special initiatives

	Prog. 5:
	Human capacity building
	Regional initiatives:
	Regional initiatives


Annex 3

	Action line 
	Possible moderators/facilitators

	С1.
The role of public governance authorities and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development 
	ECOSOC/UN REGIONAL COMMISSIONS/ITU

	С2.
Information and communication infrastructure 
	ITU

	C3.
Access to information and knowledge 
	ITU/UNESCO

	C4.
Capacity building
	UNDP/UNESCO/ITU/
UNCTAD

	C5.
Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs 
	ITU

	C6.
Enabling environment 
	ITU/UNDP/UN REGIONAL COMMISSIONS/ UNCTAD

	C7.
ICT Applications

•
E-government

•
E-business

•
E-learning
•
E-health
•
E-employment
•
E-environment
•
E-agriculture
•
E-science
	UNDP/ITU

WTO/UNCTAD/ITU/UPU

UNESCO/ITU/UNIDO

WHO/ITU

ILO/ITU

WHO/WMO/UNEP/UN-Habitat/ITU/ICAO
FAO/ITU

UNESCO/ITU/UNCTAD

	C8.
Cultural diversity and identity, linguistic diversity and local content 
	UNESCO

	C9.
Media 
	UNESCO

	C10.
Ethical dimensions of the information society
	UNESCO/ECOSOC

	C11.
International and regional cooperation
	UN REGIONAL COMMISSIONS/ UNDP/ITU/UNESCO/ECOSOC


____________

� 	�HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-s/md/03/wsis/doc/S03-WSIS-DOC-0004!!MSW-E.doc"��http://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-s/md/03/wsis/doc/S03-WSIS-DOC-0004!!MSW-E.doc� 
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� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/wsis/docs2/tunis/off/7-en.doc" ��http://www.itu.int/wsis/docs2/tunis/off/7-en.doc�  
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