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1.
Introduction

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is one of the oldest and most authoritative UN agencies, the initiator and active participant of the WSIS. The ITU founded 140 years ago as an alliance of 20 states to regulate international telephony with time has turned into a most powerful global organization of 189 states and 650 manufacturing companies and communication operators, R&D institutions, regional and international organizations. The ITU has highly qualified stuff possessing a lot of expertise in solving problems in the ICT sphere. The ITU is a recognized and efficient body of international coordination of the use of the scarce global resources, such as the radio frequency spectrum and satellite orbits, numbering capacity and others. The ITU has a lot of experience in developing and supporting the internationally coordinated technical regulatory framework.

The ITU role has been changing along with the communication technology evolution. We believe that now is the time for new changes. It looks like the ITU should become an international body regulating info-communications that are the result of evolution and inter-penetration of telecommunication and information technologies. The Union may well assume the leading role in the technical aspects of building the information society where communication and computers are indivisible and where the consumer needs a device joined to the global network (through wireline and wireless technologies) and capable of processing any data. Under the modern understanding it is a computer logged in the network on a permanent basis but even that understanding shall be changing along with technological development.

The ITU competence should not embrace cultural and humanitarian issues or issues of information ownership. Neither should it cover those spheres where computers are used as individual devices that are not joined together in a network (e.g. NC machine tools) or those spheres where info-communications are not part of the public network (e.g. power networks, telemetries, etc),.

2.
Proposals

The above-mentioned objective processes should be adequately reflected in the ITU Constitution and Convention as well as in its title. The ITU objectives and the sphere of activity – telecommunications, specified in its current Constitution do not meet the modern requirements or the place and role of the organization in the development of information society. It becomes necessary to review the range of the Union competence to expand it to info-communications and define what activities the ITU should be engaged in and what it should give up.  Corresponding amendments should be introduced in the mandates statutory documents of the sectors (primarily the ITU-T and ITU-D) and their Study Groups. The working procedures of ITU-T and ITU-D should be changed radically, their membership should be expanded and the structure of ITU-T recommendations nomenclature should be also changed. 

It seems that the title the International Telecommunication Union borne by the ITU since January 1, 1934 should be changed for “the International Info-Communications Union”.

Implementation of these proposals shall in particular help to increase the ITU revenues through recruiting new members, including developers and manufacturers of info-communication technology and techniques, and entities of the relevant market; to considerably promote development and application of info-communications, enhance the efficiency of info-communications through ensuring integrity of standardization both in traditional and new areas for the ITU.

