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Introduction

The Arab Group participated actively in Antalya 2006 in the formulation of the final text of the Resolution, although they were convinced that the existing mechanisms and practices within ITU on participation of relevant stakeholders (mainly for those stakeholders interested in the ITU mandate and purposes as reflected  in Article 1 of the Constitution, in accordance with those rights and obligations of Member States and sector Members as set out in Article 3 of the Constitution also) are easy and do not prevent any relevant stakeholder from participation in the work of ITU in accordance with those well established procedures subject to the relevant provisions of the ITU Constitution and Convention.

Comments


Syria in its comments will follow the order of the proposed draft final report of the Working Group  dated May 2009.

1
Introduction and scope of the report

No comments

2
Analysis of existing mechanisms and practices within ITU on participation of relevant stakeholders

No comments on this text, except that individual experts not members of the ITU could participate at study group meetings (see Article 20 of the Convention, No. 248 A 7 bis) if so agreed by the Director of the Sector and the Chairman of the Study Group at no cost to the participant.
In addition to that, the former ITU Secretary-General(s) and the existing one had invited many experts in the past, and recently to many groups created by them for a particular study without any difficulty.

3.
Analysis of existing mechanisms and practices for stakeholder participation in the United Nations, other UN specialized agencies and intergovernmental organizations

No comments.

4.
Criteria for defining which stakeholders are relevant to participate in ITU activities related to WSIS

Syria confirms its statement in this part of the report. Syria in conformity with Arab position at PP-06, proposed that the criteria should be simple. "The candidate shall be interested in the telecommunication/ICT activities as stated in Article 1 of the Constitution and willing to apply for the membership of the Union as a Sector Member or an Associate"

5.
Spheres of competence to be reserved for Member States with regard to WSIS

Syria is of the opinion that:
"The Member States core competencies are provided by the ITU Constitution and Convention and shall not be changed".

6.
Possible advantages and disadvantages of enhancing the participation of relevant stakeholders in ITU WSIS-related activities

Syria intended to contribute to the sixth and final meeting on this issue, however this meeting was cancelled.. Syria believes that added value of this participation could come only from stakeholders involved in telecommunications/ICT matters and confirms its statement to the fifth meeting that ITU is sufficiently open to all interested stakeholders that are willing to become Sector Members or Associates of the ITU.

Please note that both Resolutions Nos. 71 and 74 of WTSA (Johannnesbourg, 2008) aim at facilitating the admission of Academia, Universities and their associates research establishments as well as Sector Members from developing countries in the work of ITU-T, with favourable financial conditions if accepted by the Council (and if needed by the next PP-10), which could also apply to the Radiocommunication Sector. This will lead, as a goal, to enlarge the membership of the ITU.

7.
Recommendations for consideration by PP-10

Syria strongly objects to this proposal which has no ground based on the output of the five meetings of this Group. Syria again requests clarification on the origin of the proposal which had never been discussed by the CWG.

8.
Summary

Syria objects to this summary as it stands, having never been discussed by CWG.
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