The Report of Working Group Study (PP-06 Resolution 141 Study of the participation of all relevant stakeholders in the activities of the Union related to the WSIS)

Canada finds the draft Report both comprehensive and clear.  With regard to Section 7 Recommendations for consideration by PP-10, Canada wishes to put forward the following views/points:

1.  Canada agrees that the best output from WG-Study would be in the form of a resolution and agrees fully that no modifications to the Constitution and Convention of the ITU are required in this regard.
2. Canada also supports the more effective use of existing mechanisms such as seminars and workshops to engage stakeholders and improving information and publicity about the availability of these possibilities is important.   It is important to ensure that these programs/events are focused on matters within the core competencies of the Union and that they correspond to the ITU's WSIS action lines, fit within the Action Plan from the WTDC and the ITU Strategic Plan.
3. Given the current economic challenges for the ITU’s membership, it must be borne in mind that these events cannot be used as a way around membership responsibilities or the Sector procedures.
4. There is a need for the resolution to reflect the need for an evaluation of the use/effectiveness of these mechanisms including the events, the portal mentioned in Section 7 (second bullet point) and the recommended advisory board. As well, the resolution should address the need for accurate tracking of the costs and financial impact of such activities.
5. With regard to the recommended high level civil society advisory board, Canada, while not opposed, has questions about the structure, functions and procedures of such a mechanism, including:  

· Who are the high-level ITU representatives it will meeting with? Are the ITU representatives from the ITU secretariat or are they representatives of the ITU Member States? 
· How will such an advisory board be created and who determines the entities that may participate? 

· What are the results of such meetings and to whom is the advice being provided? 
· Will there be reports prepared and to whom?  Canada fully agrees that there can be no direct decisions from this advisory board but there must also be transparency and accountability.
· How will this advisory board be financed?
