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A.
Background and scope of the meeting
1. In accordance with Resolution 141 of the Antalya Plenipotentiary Conference 2006, a Working Group of the Council was established to conduct a study on the participation of all relevant stakeholders in the activities of the Union related to the World Summit on the Information Society (WG-Study). On the invitation of Dr. Hamadoun I. Touré, Secretary-General, the first meeting of the WG-Study took place on 15 June 2007 at ITU headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Thomas Schneider (Switzerland), in the absence of the interim chair appointed by the Extraordinary Session of the 2006 Council, Mr. Facundo Fernandez Begni (Argentin Republic) who sent his apologies. Some 60 delegates participated in the meeting.
2. Information about this first meeting of the Working Group can be found at http://www.itu.int/council/groups/stakeholders/index.html   
B.
Meeting highlights
3. The Working Group first considered the text of Resolution 141, in particular the terms of reference as set out in its Annex. Many members of the group echoed the principles and mandate of the Working Group as established by the Plenipotentiary Conference.  
4. As there were no contributions by membership to the Group, participants examined the Report of the Secretary-General to the meeting. It was noted that the 29 May 2007 report of the Secretary-General to the meeting had been revised in accordance with the role to be played by Secretariat in the work of this Group and replaced by a second, shorter, version on 4 June 2007 (WG-Study/05/Rev. 1). There was some disagreement as to the nature and relevance of the report, with some member states opposing the report and others endorsing it. In general, there was a call for membership to play a more active role in contributing to the work of the Group. 
5. The need for a better understanding of the historical background and current mechanisms for stakeholder participation in ITU activities was highlighted. 
6. The Group agreed that determining the criteria for relevance should be an important focus of its work, and that the term “relevant stakeholders” should be taken to include not only civil society, but other entities and organizations as well. Moreover, it was stated that participation in ITU ‘s activities should take into account the different “contexts” for participation, i.e. the various modalities and degrees of participation already inherent in ITU processes (e.g. workshops vs. treaty-based meetings). It was suggested that in its work, the Working Group not only consider the spheres in which other relevant stakeholders may participate, but those spheres in which they may not participate.  
7.  Many members pointed to the fact that the enhanced participation in WSIS-related ITU activities must always represent added value to the work of the ITU as a whole. They also indicated the need to preserve the viability, inter-governmental structure and continuity of ITU as an organization, on a stable financial basis. The meeting also underlined the rights of all delegations to express themselves fully, as well as the possibility for them to be inclusive of non-governmental actors.
8. The Working Group asked the ITU secretariat to prepare a background paper on existing practices of stakeholder participation within ITU and called for a study to be conducted by the ITU Secretariat on practices in the United Nations, other UN specialized agencies and intergovernmental organizations. 
In order to prepare fully for its report to Council in 2009, it was proposed that the Working Group develop a detailed chapter structure, which would closely follow the Annex to Resolution 141. 

9. Furthermore, the Group called for the elaboration of a clear framework for the first round of open consultations with interested stakeholders to be held after the 2007 session of ITU Council. The Secretariat was requested to propose a set of questions (see Annex 2) that may be used to learn more about the views of interested stakeholders on why, and how, participation of relevant stakeholders could be enhanced. In this context, regional consultations on an ad-hoc basis were also encouraged. 
10.  Document WG-Study/1/06 was withdrawn as an input document to the meeting, and was made available as one of the background resources on the website of the Working Group. 

C.
Action points and next steps
11.  A number of action items were discussed at the meeting, and these are set out in Annex 1 to this report. 

12. The next WG-Study meeting will be held during Council 2007 (date to be determined), after Council has had the opportunity to consider the report of the Working Group.
Annex 1 

First meeting: Draft summary of conclusions and action points
During its first meeting on 15 June 2007, the Council Working Group on the Study of the Participation of all Relevant Stakeholders in the Activities of the Union Related to WSIS agreed on the following timeline and action points: 

1.
A draft chairman’s report of the meeting will be posted online for comments by members of the WG-Study by 22 June, for comment by 30 June (due to the deadline for Council documents set at 1 July 2007).  This document will contain an annex on questions to be posed to interested stakeholders regarding their involvement in WSIS-related activities of the ITU. The questions will be closely based on the Annex to Resolution 141 with an additional question on the added value that stakeholders can bring to ITU’s work. This objective of this questionnaire is to gain a better understanding of the interests and requirements of relevant stakeholders, and as a first input to the work of the Working Group. 
2.
In line with 3c, 4b and 4c of the Annex to Resolution 141, the WG-Study requests the Secretariat to:

 A) prepare, by 30 July 2007, a background paper on existing practices within ITU 2007 (this document will serve as input to the next WG-Study meeting, and would also be submitted as an annex to the Chairman’s Report to Council in English only), and 
B) prepare, by the end of 2007, a report on existing mechanisms within the United Nations, its other specialized agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, following consultations with these entities (this document will be examined at the first WG-Study meeting in 2008). 
3.
A short WG-Study meeting will be held during Council 2007, between 4-14 September 2007, after Council has had the opportunity to consider the report of the first meeting of Working Group. This second meeting should develop a draft structure of the WG-Study report to Council 2009, together with modalities for open consultations (including mechanisms for non-members to submit contributions to the work of the WG). A further meeting is planned in conjunction with the WG-WSIS meeting in February 2008 (date to be determined). 
4.
Open consultations, as set out in 2) of the Annex to Resolution 141, will be held following discussions at Council 2007, based on the agreed set of questions as mentioned above. 
5.
The final report of the WG-Study should be submitted to Council 2009, in order for it to be distributed to Member States for their consideration and preparations for PP-2010.  
Annex 2

Questionnaire to interested stakeholders

a)
What criteria could be used for defining which stakeholders might be “relevant” to participate in ITU’s activities related to WSIS?

b) 
What elements of the “added value” might stakeholders bring to the work of the ITU? 
c)
How can existing mechanisms (e.g. partnerships, symposia, seminars, workshops, focus groups, policy forums, experts) for participation by non-ITU members be used more effectively, and what other mechanisms could be considered?   

e)
What specific efforts may be needed to mobilize and ensure the meaningful and effective participation of all relevant stakeholders from developing countries, and stakeholders in the development field?
f)
What areas, if any, should remain within the exclusive sphere of competence of ITU Member States? 
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