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A.
Background and scope of the meeting

1. In accordance with Resolution 141 (Antalya 2006), a Working Group of the Council was established open to all Member States to conduct a study on the participation of all relevant stakeholders in the activities of the Union related to the World Summit on the Information Society (WG-Study). The Group’s first meeting was held on 15 June 2007 at ITU headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. Council 2007 noted the chairman’s report of the first meeting, and the need for further discussion on the draft questionnaire for the open consultations to be conducted by the Group.  Council 2007 appointed Mr. Facundo Fernandez Begni of Argentina and Mr. Thomas Schneider of Switzerland as co-chairs of the Group and invited the Group to continue its work. A second and third meeting took place during the 2007 session of Council, on 5 and 10 September 2007. A fourth meeting was held on 29 and 30 January 2008
.    
B.
Summary of the meeting
2. The meeting was opened by the co-chairs, Messrs. Facundo Fernandez Begni (Argentina) and Thomas Schneider (Switzerland). The agenda, as presented in Document WG-Study/4/01, was adopted.

3. ITU Secretariat presented a report on the activities of the Working Group since the last meeting. These activities included: 

· Finalization of the Secretariat‘s background paper on existing practices of stakeholder participation within ITU (Document WG-Study/2/08) and posting of the document on that part of the WG website which accessible to the public. 
· Finalization of the co-chairs’ report of the second and third meeting (Document WG-Study/2/07-rev1) and posting of the document on the web site. 
· Establishment of a closed electronic discussion list for Members of the WG.

· Drafting of the second Secretariat background paper on analysis of existing mechanisms and practices for stakeholder participation in the United Nations, other UN specialized agencies and intergovernmental organizations (Document WG-Study/4/02-rev2).
4. The ITU Secretariat introduced Document WG-Study/4/02-rev2. The representative of Syria raised a question in relation to Annex 3 of the report. There were no other comments on the document and the Group agreed to post the report on that part of the WG website which is accessible to the public. 
5. Under Agenda item 5, the Group reviewed the draft questionnaire for the open consultations as presented in Annex C of Document WG-Study/2/07-rev1. Some concerns were raised about the wording “denunciation” as stated in question 1(a). The Head of the ITU Legal Unit indicated that such a wording was used in the ITU Convention. The questionnaire was consequently agreed upon. The final questionnaire can be found in Annex C to this report.
6. Under Agenda item 6, the Working Group discussed the modalities of the open consultations. The Working Group agreed that: 

a. Part 1 of the questionnaire would be addressed to Member States only; 

b. Part 2 of the questionnaire would be addressed to Member States, Sector Members and Associates. 
7. With regard to part 3 of the questionnaire, there were intense discussions about to whom this part should be addressed and who should be entitled to reply to it. 
8. On the basis of some Member States’ proposal, the Chairs asked the Group to consider holding a face-to face open-consultations meeting in the framework of the upcoming cluster of WSIS-related events in May 2008. This face-to-face meeting would complement the electronic open consultations and would benefit from the presence of relevant stakeholders in Geneva. A Member of the Group proposed to invite the Secretariat of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) to present the open consultations modalities of the IGF. In the morning of 30th January, Mr. Kummer, Executive Coordinator of the IGF Secretariat, gave an overview of the IGF Secretariat’s experience with regard to the online and physical open consultations including the modalities of accreditation and registration used for IGF physical consultation meetings. ITU Secretariat also explained the accreditation procedures used by ITU for the WSIS Cluster of events 2006 and 2007. The Working Group thanked the Secretariat of the IGF for providing information on its experience which was considered to be very valuable for the discussions of the Group.
10. The Working Group finally agreed that: 

· Part 3 of the questionnaire will be put at the disposal of all WSIS accredited stakeholders by electronic means. It would be specified that only they would have the right to answer the questionnaire.

· An information session for all Geneva based missions will be organized by ITU as soon as possible on the progress of the implementation of the Resolution141 (Antalya, 2006). 

· The ITU Secretary-General of the ITU is invited to hold, during the cluster of WSIS-related events an information session on the progress achieved with regard to Resolution 141 (Antalya, 2006). This information session will be open to all WSIS stakeholders registered by the UN/ITU to participate in the cluster of WSIS-related events.

The Group was also of the opinion that this course of action shall in no way prejudge any future recommendation of this Group nor any decision of the Plenipotentiary Conference 2010 with regard to Resolution 141 (Antalya, 2006).  
9. With regard to how the replies to the questionnaire would be handled by the Secretariat, the Group agreed that:

a. All answers would be made available on a website accessible only to Member States.

b. Member States would have the opportunity to comment on the answers. 
c. The ITU Secretariat would prepare a draft synthesis report of the replies received, taking into account the comments by Member States. This report will be presented at the fifth meeting of the Working Group.

10. Members of the Group reviewed a draft timeline for the consultations presented by the Secretariat. The approved timeline can be found in Annex B to this report.  
11. Under Agenda item 7, the Working Group discussed the draft timeline for the work of the Group as presented in Annex A to Document WG-Study/2/07-rev1. It was agreed that the Group should hold another meeting before Council 2008. It was decided that the fifth meeting would take place in September 2008 during maximum two days in conjunction with other Council Working Groups meetings. Possible dates, to be confirmed by the Secretariat, would be 29-30 September 2008. A revised timeline can be found in Annex A to this report.
12. To conclude, under Agenda item 8, it was agreed that the draft co-chairs report of the fourth meeting would be sent to the Members of the Working Group by Friday 1 February 2008.   The deadline for comments was set for 15th February 2008.  


Annex A 
Revised draft Timeline for the work of WG-Study
	
	Date


	Action items

	2nd meeting of WG-Study
and

3rd meeting of WG-Study

	5 September 2007
10 September. 2007
	· Agreement on organization of work, draft structure of final report to Council 2009, and framework for open consultations.
· Discussion of questionnaire to be used for open consultations and of the question on who should have the right to respond to it.


	Deadline for comments by membership
	1 October 2007
	· Deadline for comments on chairman’s report of 2nd and 3rd meeting including its annexes.
· Deadline for proposed edits/comments to Secretariat’s background paper.
· Shortly after that: posting of final chairman’s report. 

	2nd Secretariat
 Background Paper
	31 December 2007
	· Deadline for circulation of 2nd Secretariat background paper on practices in UN, other specialized agencies and intergovernmental organizations.



	4th meeting of WG Study


	February 2008
(around February 2008 cluster of meetings)


	· Review of 2nd Secretariat background paper.
· Discussion of what to report to Council 2008.
· Discussion of timing of next meeting and revised timeline. 


	Secretariat report on Consultations
	1 September 
2008
	· Deadline for circulation of the Secretariat report on results of the consultations.

	5th meeting of WG Study
	End September 2008
	· Review of the Secretariat report on results of the consultation.
· Discussion of what to report to Council 2008.

	Council 2008

	November 

2008
	· Council to consider report of WG-Study, and provide further directives.
· WG-Study meeting may or may not be held during Council.

	Possible meeting of 
WG-Study
	TBD, 

late 2008 or early 2009

	· Finalization of final report to be submitted to Council 2009.


	Council 2009

	2009
	· Council to consider final report.



Annex B 
Draft Timeline for the Consultations
	Date


	Action items

	1 March 2008
	· Beginning of the consultations of Member States, Sector Members, Associates and WSIS accredited stakeholders.

	1 March 2008
	· Information session for Geneva-based Missions.

	May 2008
	· Information session during the cluster of WSIS related events.

	15 June May 2008
	· Deadline for receiving responses to the questionnaires from Member States, Sector Members, Associates and WSIS accredited stakeholders. Responses will be posted on the web site restricted to Member States.   

	15 July 2008
	· Deadline for comments by Membership on responses received.   

	1 September 2008
	· Deadline for circulation of the report on results of the consultation. 

	End September 2008
	· 5th meeting of WG Study: Review of the report on results of the consultation.


Annex C
Questionnaire 


1. 
Questions to be addressed to ITU Member States only: 

a) What are the spheres of competence that ITU Member States reserve for themselves with regard to WSIS stakeholders (that are not members of the ITU) and the possible denunciation of their participation in ITU? 
b)
Are the current definitions of Sector Members, Associates and experts contained in the ITU basic texts sufficient to include participation of all stakeholders (that are not members of the ITU) in ITU WSIS-related activities? 

c)  
What are possible amendments to the definitions of Sector Members, Associates and experts, in the ITU basic texts, which would enhance participation in ITU WSIS-related activities?

2. 
Questions to be addressed to ITU Member States, Sector Members, and Associates
a) 
What might be the financial implications of the participation of all stakeholders (that are not members of the ITU) in ITU-WSIS related activities?

b) 
What are the other challenges to the Union and its members posed by the participation of all relevant stakeholders (that are not members of the ITU) in the activities of the Union related to WSIS, and how can such challenges be met? 

3. 
Open consultations 

a)
What “added value” might stakeholders (that are not members of the ITU) bring to the work of ITU in its WSIS-related activities?

b)
What criteria could be suggested for defining which stakeholders (that are not members of the ITU) might be “relevant” to participate in ITU activities related to WSIS, taking into account a) above?

c) 
What are the challenges (including financial) to stakeholders (that are not members of the ITU) posed by their participation in the activities of the Union related to WSIS, and how can such challenges be met? 

d)
How can existing mechanisms (e.g. partnerships, symposia, seminars, workshops, focus groups, policy forums, experts) for participation by stakeholders (that are not members of ITU) be used more effectively, and what other mechanisms could be suggested? 

e)
What specific efforts may be needed to mobilize and ensure the meaningful and effective participation of all relevant stakeholders (that are not members of the ITU) from developing countries, and stakeholders in the development field? 
� Additional information about the fourth meeting of the Working Group can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/council/groups/stakeholders/index.html" ��http://www.itu.int/council/groups/stakeholders/index.html�
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