- 2 -

Kyiv, 14 July 2009
	To:
	General Secretariat, ITU

	From:
	Ministry of Transport and Communications of Ukraine
State Administration of Communications

	Our ref.:
	5517/9-01-19

	Subject:
	Management and functioning of the Union


In response to letter CL-143 from the ITU Secretary-General, the Administration of Ukraine hereby submits its remarks and comments with regard to the issues raised in Resolution 147 (Antalya, 2006) and Council Document C08/49, as well as Resolution 158 (Antalya, 2006).

1.
Reporting structure in the Union
We are in favour of maintaining the existing reporting structure in ITU, which shows itself to be both effective and transparent, particularly when it comes to the preparation of ITU conferences.

2.
Role, accountability, number and tenure/term of office of elected officials; terminology used to designate the Directors of the Bureaux
We consider it expedient to maintain the system of electing, and not appointing, the Directors of the Bureaux, whereby elected officials can occupy the same office for a maximum of two terms. This is conducive to the democratic principles that underpin the functioning of ITU.

We agree that the current title of the "Directors of the Bureaux" does not reflect very effectively their status as elected officials. One possible title for consideration could be "Chairman of the Bureau".

At the same time, however, it has to be borne in mind that such changes necessitate amendments to the Constitution and Convention, which in turn require the application of national approval procedures.
3.
Functioning of the Coordination Committee
We are in favour of maintaining the functions of the Coordination Committee as an "internal management team" with its present composition, namely the Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General and Directors of the three Bureaux. Sufficient transparency in the proceedings of the Committee is ensured by the report thereof that is made available to the Member States, in accordance with No. 111 of the ITU Convention.

4.
Responsibility, accountability and transparency of the advisory groups
We are of the view that the Telecommunication Standardisation Advisory Group should also act through the Director, as do the Radiocommunication Advisory Group and Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (see Nos 160A, 197A and 215C of the ITU Convention).

5. 
System in place for setting the contributory unit and for the membership to announce its choice of class of contribution at a Plenipotentiary Conference
The system in place for setting the contributory unit and for the membership to announce its choice of class of contribution, as set out in Article 28 of the Constitution, is truly complex and takes up a good deal of time at the plenipotentiary conference, the duration of which has been cut back to three weeks. We therefore consider it necessary to look into the possibility of streamlining this procedure and reducing the time that is spent on it.

6.
New categories of membership for academic or educational entities
We consider it appropriate to look into the possibility of establishing a category of membership for academic or educational entities that is separate from the Sector Member category, which applies to commercial enterprises and operators. This would help to secure their interest in the work of the Union, including where implementation of the WSIS outcomes is concerned.

7.
Questions relating to the basic instruments of the Union
Ukraine, like a number of other countries, comes up against the problem of applying official national procedures for approving the amendments to the existing Constitution and Convention, which, as a rule, are adopted by each ITU Plenipotentiary Conference. This is because implementation of the national procedure necessitates an official translation of these documents into the national language, coordination with a large number of ministries and with the Government, as well as the approval of Ukraine's Parliament, all of which takes longer than the period between ordinary plenipotentiary conferences.

This being the case, we support the proposal to examine other options for simplifying the presentation of amendments to the Constitution and Convention.

/signed/

N. Gonchar

Deputy Minister

Chairman of the State Administration of Communication
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