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From:

Ministry of Industry, Tourism and Trade, Spain
THE SPANISH ADMINISTRATION SUBMITS THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON ITU CIRCULAR 143 CONCERNING MANAGEMENT AND FUNCTIONING OF THE UNION
Reporting structure in the Union

We can accept the current structure of the Union for the time being.

Role, accountability, number and tenure/term of office of elected officials; terminology used to designate the Directors of the Bureaux

We accept, for the time being, maintaining the procedure for electing the Secretary-General, the Deputy Secretary-General and the three Directors.

On the basis of ITU's current structure, we can also accept maintaining the number of elected official posts and their terms of office, as well as the terminology used to designate the Directors of the Bureaux. We consider that there is no need for the Directors, although they are elected officials, to hold an election campaign, on account of their outstanding technical profile.

•
Terminology used to designate the Directors of the Bureaux

The current terminology used to designate the Directors of the Bureaux should remain unchanged.
Functioning of the Coordination Committee

We can accept, for the time being, the duties and composition of the Coordination Committee, insofar as the rules governing elected officials are maintained.

Election procedures; appointed staff standing for election to an elected official position

The election procedures agreed at PP-06 should be maintained, as well as the existing rules.

Responsibility, accountability and transparency of the advisory groups

We are in favour of maintaining the current provisions in relation to TSAG, taking into account its specificities and in particular WTSA-08 Resolution 22.

Questions relating to Resolution 158 (Antalya, 2006):

•
System in place for setting the contributory unit and for the membership to announce its choice of class of contribution at a plenipotentiary conference

The current provision for "free choice of classes of contribution" should be maintained, so that Member States should be able to select their class of contribution with prior knowledge of the value of the contributory unit.

We are in favour of stabilizing the contributory unit, at least during the period between plenipotentiary conferences, for the sake of better planning for ITU.

•
Consideration of more detailed criteria for Associates and of the respective amount of Sector Member and Associate contributions

The current provision for free choice of classes of contribution should be maintained.

•
New categories of membership for academic or educational entities or even, more generally, for intergovernmental organizations
The current provisions allow the participation of entities dealing with telecommunication issues and we thus see no need for the time being to change the current rules for Sector Members and Associates. However, we would support the study of possible new categories of membership (e.g. academia).

•
Services provided by the Union; cost recovery, invoicing for services supplied by ITU to its membership, but also to non-members

We can accept cost recovery for some products, but not all. For services supplied to members and non-members, non-members should pay full total costs. We would support a study on these points.

Questions relating to the basic instruments of the Union

•
Amendments to the Constitution and Convention

We would be in favour of a stable basic instrument requiring minimal changes at future plenipotentiary conferences. A study could be undertaken to analyse the best way of achieving this objective.

•
Compilation of Final Acts

We would be in favour of a stable basic instrument requiring minimal changes at future plenipotentiary conferences. A study could be undertaken to analyse the best way of achieving this objective. Meanwhile, we support the existing procedure for developing the consolidated basic texts of the Union.
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