China – views on the issue of membership categories
We understand that ITU is a fairly open inter-governmental international organization.  The current ITU membership structure consisting of Member States, Sector Members and Associate Members has ensured the active participation of governments and telecom-related enterprises, entities, research institutions, academia and relevant international organizations in ITU-related activities. 
Whereas:


1.
ITU, taking into account the need of enterprises, entities, research institutions, academia and relevant international organizations involved in telecommunications to take part in ITU activities at reduced cost, has stipulated that (1) based on the principle of free choice of the class of contribution, the amount of a contributory unit of the Sector Members is set at 1/5 of  the contributory unit of the Member States;  and in the event that a Sector Member has established that it can no longer maintain its contribution at the class originally chosen, the ITU Council may authorize a reduction in the contributory units; and  (2)  Associates shall defray the expenses of the Sector and study group and subordinate groups in which they participate, as determined by the Council;

2.
according to provision CV 248, the Director of a Bureau may, in consultation with the chairman of the study group concerned, invite an organization which does not participate in the Sector to send representatives to take part in the study of a specific matter in the study group concerned; this provision applies to Associates and those organizations without formal status in the ITU,

Therefore, we believe that:


The ITU mechanism currently in force, which is strong in its flexibility, has already been able to satisfy the needs of academic and educational entities and inter-governmental international organizations in terms of their participation in ITU activities.  From the point of view of improving ITU’s efficiency and effectiveness, ensuring the stability of the existing ITU membership and equitable participation by all parties concerned in ITU activities, it is no longer necessary to consider the addition of new categories of membership.
