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Increasing efficiency of ITU high level forums and tasks for the future
I
On results of the World Telecommunication Policy Forum
The fast spread of information and communication technologies (ICT), including progressive development of fixed and mobile communication networks, making the Internet a global information resource, and increasing convergence of facilities, applications and services as a response to growing users' demands encouraged the 2006 ITU Plenipotentiary conference to convene a World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF) to carry out a needed global analysis of new promising directions in the development of telecommunications/information and communication technologies, both new ones and those that are just being developed, and work out political ideas at the high level with regard to the aforementioned tasks.   

The Lisbon consensus reached at the 4th ITU World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF-09) that had addressed matters related to telecommunication policy and regulation in the rapidly changing telecommunication/ICT environment proved its competence and elaborated opinions on the following six key subjects: 
· Internet-related public policy matters;

· The advent of next-generation networks (NGN) and advanced broadband access, which will enable unfettered high-speed access aimed at consistent and ubiquitous services;

· ICTs and the environment to address global climate change;
· Collaborative strategies to create confidence and security in the use of ICTs;

· Capacity building to support the adoption of IPv6, an Internet protocol used for communicating data across a packet-switched network;

· International telecommunication regulations (ITRs), which facilitate global interconnection and interoperability for telecommunications worldwide.
Before convening the WTPF a strategic dialogue was held during which "brainstorming" took place with respect to the subject "Confronting the Crisis". The dialogue recognised the vital role of ICT as a tool of leading the world out of this crisis and creating an impetus for the start of economic growth and recovery.

The challenges of the time made all participants to the Forum become united in their aspiration to find effective remedies to these challenges. The economic crisis was opposed by a joint brain at the highest professional level of the creators of information society. Due to the spirit  of co-operation it became possible within a short time to consider and adopt a package of important documents that had been prepared by experts from all over the world. The consensus provisions agreed by the WTPF will favour ITU's adapting to the challenges of today's world, enhancement and optimization of its activities and consolidation of the leading positions of ITU as a specialized UN  agency in telecommunications and ICT.

There is a quite reasonable opinion that such top level dialogues among all key partners engaged in ICT development are very important, needed and should be continued. 

II
Tasks for the future
It appears that ITU has a lot more influence with regard to Internet-related public policy issues than discussion of these matters by the ITU Council working groups and elaboration of general recommendations. A mechanism of realization of these recommendations is required. The Internet has become a global project, and it is necessary to consider opinions of all parties concerned, and governments in the first place. ITU should play an important role in matters related to the Internet governance, as it was defined in the outputs of the World Summit on Information Society. For this purpose it is necessary to ensure the integrity, general availability, stability and security of the Internet taking into account multilingualism. In this context opinion of the WTPF can well become a key factor in working out required ITU guidance documents.  
ITU should develop principles of organisation and manage distribution of addressing, numbering, naming and identification resources for next generation networks at the international level and define mechanisms of realisation of these principles, specifying them in respective ITU basic documents.
Ideas pertaining to the use of ICT for resisting climate change and minimizing a negative effect of ICT themselves on the environment should be further developed.  Decisions with reference to e-government, holding e-meetings, e-education and business operations will allow to minimize the necessity of moving a considerable number of people at large distances which is going to have a positive effect on environment protection. Development of more advanced algorithms of ICT functioning and optimization of existing resource-intensive software and hardware can become another way of reducing power consumption.

In today's world where global networks and ICT have penetrated all spheres of human activities, issues of information security and cyber security are getting especially important. No government can address alone problems that arise. ITU as an inter-government organization with over 700 representatives of leading operators, scientific and industrial enterprises can and must proceed with solution of most urgent and complicated problems with respect of fostering confidence and security in the course of ICT utilization.
One of the ITU main documents ensuring regulation and harmonization of telecommunications are International Telecommunication Regulations. During the period of over 20 years that have passed since adoption of the Regulations serious changes in telecommunications and ICT have taken place including appearance and implementation of new technologies and liberalization of telecommunication markets. Therefore taking into account Resolution 146 of the Plenipotentiary Conference 2006 and opinion, suggested by WTPF-09, it is necessary to carry out consistent work aimed at preparing the World Conference on International Telecommunications-2012 for the purpose of reviewing the Regulations to make them conform to the current state of telecommunications and ICT.  
III
Issues related to increasing efficiency of forums with high-level segment
After the Plenipotentiary Conference 2006 ITU started convening forums with high-level participations to work out decisions on complicated problems of ITU development including administrative and financial issues as well as various subject issues related to an institution policy and working out variable solutions to be applied by the organization members. A high-level segment should be mentioned in this context that was first introduced at the ITU Council session in 2007 and was successfully developed at the ITU Council session in 2008. In first part of October 2009 a high level segment is going to be convened at the World TELECOM Forum which like WTPF is being prepared with consideration of experience of world level experts. A high-level segment is expected to be held at the Council session in second part of October this year, that is, almost a week after holding a similar high level segment at the World TELECOM Forum. 
In today's situation it is necessary to think about optimizing the number of high-level segments at the different ITU events.
IV
Conclusion
Considering positive results of the WTPF-09, and the fact that high-level forums of all key partners are very important for telecommunications/ICT development and are needed and it is necessary that they be held in the future, it is suggested that the following steps should be taken:  
1. At the ITU Council 2009 session in the course of discussing the results of the WTPF-09 it is proposed to consider ideas that have been worked out as well as suggestions set forth in Section II of this document so that the Council could take decisions on implementing consensus agreements and work out suggestions for the future. 

2.
Incorporate all high-level forums into one World Telecommunication Policy Forum as a high-level segment in the ITU events and hold it along with the World TELECOM in the venue where the latter takes place (may be starting from the anniversary World TELECOM 2011) to increase the importance and efficiency of high-level forums and optimize the frequency of their holding in mind the Council Resolution 1292 for ITU decisions concerning a regular convention of World TELECOM once in two years.
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