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REVISION 1
RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Strengthening cooperation with regional telecommunications organizations

I        Introduction

A number of Resolutions of Plenipotentiary Conferences, such as Resolutions 58 (Kyoto, 1994), 112 (Marrakech, 2002), 25 (Revised, Antalya, 2006), note the ever increasing role of regional communications organizations that they play in the development of telecommunications and ICT and also point out the necessity of establishing close contacts with these organizations.

PP-06 instructed the Council “to continue to include the regional presence as an item on the agenda of each session of the Council in order to examine its evolution and adopt decisions for its continuing structural adaptation and operation, with the aim ... of consolidating the coordination and complementary aspects of activities between ITU and regional and subregional telecommunication organizations”.

Traditionally, on most important and urgent issues, concerning the preparing and conducting Union conferences and assemblies inclusive, the Secretary General, the Bureau Directors and meeting Chairmen carry out consultations mainly with six regional organizations: APC, APEC, CEPT, CITEL, LAC and RCC. Recently, most of contributions and proposals to the major Union events also come from these organizations.

In accordance with the Convention:

228
1
The Secretary-General and the Directors of the Bureaux shall encourage the enhanced participation in the activities of the Union of the following entities and organizations:

231

c) regional and other international organizations involved in telecommunications, standardization, financial and development issues.

The Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006) in its Resolution 145 determined the procedure for the participation of observers at ITU Council sessions inclusive.

In accordance with Annex 2 to Council Decision 519 each Sector Advisory Group, through consultations, could nominate up to three Sector Members to attend Council as observers.

The six regional organizations mentioned above are members of all the three ITU Sectors. However, to be able to attend the ITU Council meetings as observers, each regional organization should send the request to the Advisory Group of any Sector and only subject to its agreement can be invited as an observer to the Council Session.

The attendance of representatives from regional organizations at the Council Sessions will permit to promptly carry out regional consultations on issues considered by the Council.

II       Proposals

Considering the growing role of regional organizations in the work of the ITU and the inclusion of regional organizations in the preparation for the ITU Council Sessions:

1. to address the Council Chairman (the Council Troika) and the ITU Secretary General with the request to allow the registration at Council-08 session of one representative from each regional telecommunications organization wishing to participate in the work of the 2008 Council Session as an exception, subject to including the issue of their permanent presence as Council observers in the agenda of the first 2008 Council meeting. In case of support of this proposal, the regional organizations should be informed of this possibility. 

2.
to request the Secretary General to include direct links to the sites of regional organizations from the ITU site.
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