
RESOLUTION  115  (Marrakesh, 2002)

Use of the six official and working languages of 
the Union on an equal footing

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Marrakesh, 2002),

bearing in mind

the importance of making widespread use of the official and working languages in all of the Union’s spheres of activity in order to permit as many Member States and Sector Members as possible to participate more actively and effectively in the work of the Union,

considering

Resolution 103 (Minneapolis, 1998) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, laying down the principles for use on an equal footing of the six official and working languages of the Union, while putting in place interim limitations on the use of some languages on financial grounds,

noting

the positive experience acquired since the Plenipotentiary Conference (Nairobi, 1982) and the acceleration, introduced by Resolution 62 (Kyoto, 1994) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, in the progressive lifting of limitations on the use of languages for translation of documents and interpretation of debates in the six languages of the Union, and particularly the translation of documents for the 2000, 2001 and 2002 sessions of the Council and the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Istanbul, 2002) in all six languages of the Union,

noting further

Recommendation 17 of the Working Group on ITU Reform to the effect that, on the basis of an analysis of the first stages of the transition to full-scale use of the six official and working languages, it should be proposed to consider a possible time‑frame for such a transition with a view to taking a final decision at this conference, and that 1 January 2005 could be set as a tentative date for such a transition,

recognizing

the need to move forward in lifting the limitations on the use of languages and establishing a plan for the transition to use of all six official and working languages on an equal footing in all of the Union’s spheres of activity, 

resolves

1
to set 1 January 2005 as the date by which all ITU work* will be carried out in the six official and working languages of the Union on an equal footing;

2
to abrogate Resolutions 62 (Kyoto, 1994) and 103 (Minneapolis, 1998) of the Plenipotentiary Conference with effect from 1 January 2005.

* 	However, some work in ITU (for example working groups, study groups, regional conferences) might not require the use of all six languages.





