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CANCELLATION OF FILINGS

Analysis

At the January 2003 meeting of the ad-hoc group, concern was expressed as to those filings cancelled by administrations after they have already been processed by the Bureau. Because the filing is cancelled anyway if the payment is not made because of the Radio Regulations provisions, administrations may be inclined not to voluntarily cancel their networks and to wait for the filing to be suppressed. Such situation may be critical for the cost recovery process.

It may be noted that, since Decision 482 (mod Council 2002) has required the notifying administration to pay upon submitting its filing and according to the practice used by the Bureau (see CR-179 dated 16 July 2002),  whether the filing is later cancelled or not, the upfront payment is never refunded to the notifying administration. Therefore, non-payment of cancelled filings is particularly problematic for filings not subject to the upfront payment. As such filings are becoming fewer and fewer, the non-payment issue may be considered to become less critical
.

Nonetheless, in all cases, administrations are encouraged to communicate a cancellation before the corresponding filing is being processed by the BR to avoid that some BR workload is not cost recovered.

Proposal

To help administrations manage their filings and enable them schedule their related actions, in particular the cancellations of filings, it is proposed that the BR provide on its website a chronological list of awaiting filings with, if possible, an estimated starting date (or week) of treatment. With such information, the notifying administration could estimate when its filing would start being examined and could choose to cancel it, if needed, before any BR cost is engaged.

� 	Because of the current backlog in the processing of filings, even if the upfront payment is not made (within 6 months), the filing is not examined by the BR before it is cancelled (for non-payment of the upfront share). If there were less than 6 months between the submission and the examination, the filing could be examined before the six-month period allocated to the upfront payment is over. If such a situation occurred, whether or not the upfront payment should be maintained as it is would need to be studied, as well as what mechanism could preclude those cases where the work has been done by the Bureau and no payment has been made by the administration.





