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ORGANIZATION OF COUNCIL WORKING GROUPS
30TH October 2003, at 0900-1000 hours

(Room T.101)

SUMMARY OF DECISIONS

A meeting was held to review the organization of Council Working Groups to carry forward work under Resolutions 106, 107, 108 and 110. 

Functioning of the Coordination Committee (Resolution 108)

The terms of reference were briefly reviewed.

Next steps: A document providing information on the reasons for this resolution was under preparation. This document would include references to discussions and proposals made in Marrakesh. It would also provide information on the history and functioning of the Coordination Committee, evolution since PP-02, including close collaboration with the Council Oversight Group, and other useful statistics. A questionnaire would also be drawn up. After consultation [with whom?], these documents would be sent to Member States to initiate discussions.

Working methods: 
The Group will work by correspondence for most part. One physical meeting would be required, possibly two days prior to Council 2004.

Deadline for reporting: Council 2005

Participation: 
ITU Member States

ITU structure (Resolution 106)

The terms of reference were briefly reviewed. It was noted that the Group was not required to work on basis of proposals made at PP-02. Clarifications were provided with regard to ‘resolves to instruct the Council a) – regulatory issue, and ‘instructs the SG 3” on participation of developing countries in the activities of the group.

Next steps: A document, providing information on the reasons for this resolution, would be prepared. It would include references to discussions and proposals made at PP-02 and include scope and future work of the Group. This document would be sent to Member States and Sector Members to initiate discussions. Sector focal points should be identified to participate in work.
Working methods: 
The Group will need to convene physical meetings, possibly to coincide with Sector Advisory Group meetings. Further work would be carried out by correspondence.

Deadline for reporting: Council 2005

Participation:
ITU Member States and Sector Members (NB. As per the conditions specified in Res. 106)

Provisions regarding observers (Resolution 109)

Work in progress was reported. A website and reflector group had been set up to provide a platform for discussion. A document overviewing the tasks of the WG and proposing a work plan has been posted.  Sector focal points had been identified to participate in work. Consultations were ongoing with Sector Advisory Groups on the issue of Sector Member observers at Council.

Next step: A document, prepared by the ITU Legal Affairs Unit, would be provided to Member States which included complete information on rights of observers in ITU activities.

Working methods: 
The Group will work by correspondence.

Deadline for reporting: Council 2004

Participation: 
ITU Member States

Contribution by Sector Members and Associates towards defraying the expenses of the Union (Resolution 110)
A chairman had not yet been identified for this Group. The Chairman of Council has asked J. Doran (Group Coordinator) to follow-up and she has initiated consultations .  It was noted that, for reasons of geographical representation a chairman from Europe would be desirable. She will report back to the group ASAP on the results.
Working methods: 
[to be determined].

Deadline for reporting: Council 2005

Participation: 
ITU Member States and Sector Members

Conclusions

Consistency between group work is essential to guarantee useful reports to Council and to simplify the work of Council.  E-mailing lists and reflector groups will be set up to enhance inter-group communications.
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