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What is the Metaverse and its history?



My Academic and Professional Work on The Metaverse since 2006 

Prof. Michael Pickering
Emeritus Professor of 
Media and Cultural 
Analysis

❖ The UK’s Arts and 
Humanity Research  
Council Peer Review 
College(2002-2012) 

❖ Reviews Editor for 
the European Journal of 
Communication

❖ Editorial board of Memory 
Studies and the Folk Music 
Journal

❖ Founding member of the 
Communications and 
Media Studies course

Prof. Graham Murdock 
Professor Emeritus of 
Culture &Economy

❖ World renowned 
founding expert in critical 
political economy of 
culture and 
communications

❖ Vice President of 
the International 
Association of Media and 
Communciation Research 
(IAMCR) (2016-2020)

❖ Member of the European 
Science 
Foundation’s Expert Panel 
of Research Proposal 
Evaluators

❖ Founding member of the 
Communications and 
Media Studies course

Prof. Peter Golding
Emeritus Professor of 
Sociology

❖ World renowned founding 
expert in critical political 
economy of culture and 
communications

❖ Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research 
& Innovation) at Northumbria 
University (2009-2014)

❖ Pro-Vice-Chancellor 
(Research) at Loughborough 
University (2006-2009) 

❖ Chair of the communications, 
media and cultural studies 
sub-panel for 2008, 2014 
REF(Research Exercise 
Framework). 

❖ Chair of the Higher Education 
Funding Council for England 
Media Studies Advisory 
Committee.

Dame Shirley Pearce DBE
Emeritus Professor of Health 
Psychology
❖ Vice-Chancellor 

of Loughborough University 
2006-2012 

❖ The inaugural Chair of the 
College of Policing (the first 
professional body for policing)  
2013-2016

❖ Chair of Governors of the 
London School of Economics 
and Political Science 2016-
2020

❖ Board member at the Higher 
Education Funding Council for 
England (HEFCE) 2009 -2015

❖ Previous Board member of 
University of Cambridge, the 
Healthcare Commission and 
Health Education England



2021 onwards- Second Wave for Mass Adoption of the Metaverse



The Metaverse Hype Cycle 



Metaverse for

Smart Cities 



$500 bn NEOM Project in Saudi Arabia 



Existing Metaverses Applications for Smart Cities 



Existing Metaverses Applications for Smart Cities 
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Quantum Computing will unleash the true potential of the metaverse 





The Generative AI Application Landscape



Google VS NVDIA: Generative AI- Text to High-Resolution 3D 
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Christina@metaverse-institute.org 

Christina Yan Zhang
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