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Next Generation Networks (NGN) are characterized, among other things, by the prevalent use of a packet transport for delivering a wide range of applications, from non-real-time to real-time, from single medium to multimedia. The advent of such general multi-service networks marks a major paradigm shift from today’s specialized networks with optimized performance for respective applications and gives rise to the need for supporting quality of service as dictated by various applications dynamically. This presentation will review the ITU-T activities and shed light on their directions in relation to QoS support for the NGN. Special attention will be given to the architectural aspects to exploit the separation of the services and transport and to address the diversity of end-to-end paths due to varying transport technologies, multiple operator domains and vastly different endpoint capabilities.
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