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Hello, this is me.
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Japanese scripts vs. ASCII

o My first name is 
• 'hirofumi' in ASCII
• … but 'hirofumi' is a transliterated version of 博

文, 博史, 宏史, 浩文, 弘文,……

o My first name is
• '博文' in Japanese scripts (Kanji)
• … but '博文' is transcribed into ASCII LDH as 

either 'hirofumi' or 'hirohumi'

ASCII world cannot identify me appropriately



Geneva, 9-11 May 2006 4

ITU-T

Hiro HottaCopyright © 2006 Japan Registry Services Co., Ltd.

History of JP domain names (1)

o 1989 - Registration in the 3rd-level
• Organizational type JP domain name

— co.jp, ne.jp, ac.jp, . . .

• Geographic type JP domain name 
— tokyo.jp, . . .

• Evidence of the registrant qualification is 
required

• Restriction of “one domain name per 
organization”

• Local presence required
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History of JP domain names (2)

o Spring 2001 – General-use JP domain name
• Registration in the second level

— {ASCII}.jp
— {JapaneseString}.jp

• Local presence required
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Introduction of Japanese JP (1)

o Introduced on 22/Feb/2001 
• as {IDN}.jp
• characters used in Japanese documents

— Hiragana, Katakana, Kanji, ASCII LDH
o Priority registration

• 22/Feb/2001 - 23/Mar/2001
— Trademarks
— registered names
— university names
— personal names in full

• In case of competition, registrants were 
determined by random selection
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Introduction of Japanese JP (2)

o Concurrent registration
• 02/Apr/2001 - 23/Apr/2001
• All applications which arrived in this period were 

regarded as arrived at the same time, not in the 
order received

• In case of competition, registrants were 
determined by random selection

o First-come-first-served basis registration
• 07/May/2001 -
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Priority registration

Trademarks

Registered names

Personal names

academic

Total number 
of applications

8,300
0

200
0

11,900
12,400

600
400

20,100
12,400

800
400

ASCII Japanese TotalCategory

8,500 25,400 33,800
Number of domain
names registered 6,500 22,600 29,100

(22 Feb.~ 23 Mar. 2001)
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Concurrent registration

(2~23 Apr. 2001)

collided 
applications
non-collided 
applications

Total

collided 
applications

32,500
22,600
55,100

4,600

41,700
23,400
65,200

5,200

74,200
46,000

120,300

9,800

ASCII Japanese TotalCategory

non-collided 
applications 22,600 23,400 46,000

Total 27,200 28,600 55,800

Number of 
domain 
names 

registered

Number of 
applications
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Observation

o IDNs are strongly demanded
• In Japan, typical people who are under twelve 

years old and over 60 years old are not familiar 
with English alphabets 

• IDN labels are more related to real lives
o Domain names, such as those corresponding to 

government offices and famous geographic 
names, should be carefully treated

• Reserved domain names
• Pre-defined registrants
• Localized DRP & resolution panel
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Growth of registration
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Trend of 
Japanese JP domain names
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Growth has begun
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mentioned
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Efforts in CJK region
(Chinese-Japanese-Korean)

o JET (Joint Engineering Team)
• CNNIC, JPNIC/JPRS, KRNIC, TWNIC
• Solve issues regarding IDNs

— Technical standard
— Language related issues regarding CJK
— JET guidelines (RFC3743)

o CDNC (Chinese Domain Name Consortium)
• CNNIC, HKNIC, MONIC, SGNIC, TWNIC
• Chinese characters are used differently among 

these Chinese language users
• Coordination about Chinese domain name
• Registration and administration guidelines for 

Chinese domain names
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Efforts in Japan

o JDNA (Japanese Domain Names Association)

• Non-profit organization established in 2001
• Activities

— Information exchange
— Standardization of usage
— Development of a tool kit
— Support for development and testing

• Members
— ISPs
— Application/Hardware vendors
— Domain name registries/registrars
— Universities

http://日本語ドメイン名協会.jp/
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Example of 
Japanese JP domain names (1)

■government office

http://総務省.jp/

■company
http://明治製菓.jp/
http://セガ.jp/
http://大成建設.jp/
http://味の素.jp/
http://人材センター.jp/

■product, campaign
http://チョーヤ梅酒.jp/
http://生茶.jp/
http://フォション.jp/
http://サンペレグリノ.jp/
http://新生.jp/
http://大人のウォーカー.jp/
http://日食中継.jp/
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Example of 
Japanese JP domain names (2)

■university
http://早稲田大学.jp/
http://慶応大学.jp/
http://明治大学.jp/
http://東京理科大学.jp/

■media/publisher
http://日経.jp/

■famous person
http://小野伸二.jp/
http://稲本潤一.jp/
http://さだまさし.jp/
http://村井純.jp/
http://坂本龍馬.jp/
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Output of  a search engine
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Soft drink campaign
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Browsing with mobile phones

http://乗換案内.jp/
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http://日本語.jp /
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http://人名辞典.jp/
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http://{station-name}.jp/
(Station/Town Guide)
Example:
Kudanshita Station
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Synergy : Growth of IDNs

IDN Environment

RegistrationsInternet Users

o Poor environment have been a hurdle

o Now synergy starts with IE7 & mobile


