3
4

Opening address for the ITU Seminar 

“Standardization and ICT development for the Information Society”,
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 6-8 October 2003

Houlin Zhao

Director, TSB/ITU

Your Excellency, Honorable Mr. A. Aripov, Vice Prime Minister of the Republic of Uzbekistan,

Your Excellency, Honorable Mr. E. Ganiev, Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Chairman of AFER,

Your Excellency, Honorable Ministers, 

Mr. Touré, Director of BDT,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning!

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to be here with you this morning for the opening of the ITU seminar “Standardization and ICT development for the Information Society”. I am grateful for the presence of their Excellencies, Vice Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister and other Honorable Ministers. I wish to sincerely thank the Government of Uzbekistan and its people to invite and to host this seminar in the beautiful city of Tashkent.

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) was founded in 1865. After the United Nations was established, the ITU became a UN specialized agency for Telecommunications. The purposes of the Union are given in the ITU Constitution. Essentially, the ITU is to provide a forum in which the Union’s membership can cooperate for the improvement and rational use of telecommunications of all kinds. There are three major Sectors in ITU, including Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R), Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T), and Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D).

As Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau of ITU, allow me to make a short introduction to the ITU’s telecom standardization work. The main functions of ITU-T are to study technical, operational and tariff questions and to adopt Recommendations on them with a view to standardizing telecommunications on a worldwide basis. With the rapid growth of the Internet and mobile telecommunication, and with the worldwide trend of liberalization, globalization and the convergence of technology and services, standardization plays a more and more important role in making telecommunications accessible to all, thus fostering development and growth in all domains. At its last Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-02), ITU approved, for the first time in its history, a new Resolution on bridging the standardization gap between developed countries and developing countries. It is also noted that a reference to the international standard is made in both drafts of “Declaration of Principles” and “Action Plan” of the World Summit of Information Society (WSIS), the first phase of which will be held in Geneva in December 2003. There were several important developments in the regions, including the establishment of China Communication Standardization Association (CCSA), inaugurated in December 2002, the new form of PCC.I of CITEL, changed its title to “Telecommunication Standardization” in 2002, and the newly established “Telecom Forum” in Malaysia in 2003 to take care of telecom standards in Malaysia.

There is positive awareness that amidst the rapid changes of the technological environment, it is vital that developing countries should actively participate in the international standardization activities. The concerns and the interests of developing countries will be addressed only if their members bring them to ITU. We are pleased with an increasing participation of experts from developing countries. In 2001, around 24% of the total number of delegates who attended the ITU-T meetings in Geneva were from developing countries. The figure increased to 32% in 2002. 

Following Resolution 17 of the last World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-2000): Telecommunication standardization in relation to the interests of developing countries, ITU-T has taken several measures to increase its cooperation with developing countries in the international telecommunication standardization work. Since 2001, ITU-T organized several Study Group meetings and workshops in different regions of the world so that our regional experts, mainly the experts of developing countries can attend the ITU-T high level meetings. ITU-T has strengthened its presence in the regional activities by sending its staff or experts to participate in the regional events. ITU-T has encouraged the developing countries to participate in the ITU-T SG activities by providing briefings and trainings to the regional members, and assisting them with necessary support wherever we can offer to facilitate the contacts between new delegates from developing countries and other regular delegates.  I am very grateful that for these efforts and actions we have received very good support and cooperation from Mr. Touré, Director of BDT and from the staff of BDT. 

I would be very pleased to see this region become more active in ITU-T activities. There are many ways to come to ITU-T, through your own membership, or through the Administration, physically present or virtually by email consultation. People talked a lot of market-driven. Correct. But, where do the markets exist? Who are the owners of the markets? It is in the developing countries where huge markets exist! With the introduction of market competition, the operators in this region need information on new technologies, new measures to run business, a good strategy and a good national plan, organizational structure knowledge, etc. To actively participate in the ITU-T’s meetings will help our regional countries to reach those goals in a more efficient manner. It is often said that the developing countries need ITU. It is true. It is equally true that the ITU needs developing countries. You have knowledge of your markets and business requirements, you have your own concerns and interests, and you have well-educated experts. When you come to ITU to share information with your colleagues from other countries, you will gain confidence in yourselves and you will find solutions. The active participation of developing countries in ITU activities is beneficial to both developing countries and ITU. I am very pleased with the initiative of the Authority of Uzbekistan to invite this ITU Seminar, which clearly demonstrates that this region, and particularly this country, would like to actively join the international family of ICT. I would like to express my sincere congratulations to you!
This seminar will provide a good opportunity for our regional members to understand the ITU-T’s situation, how it works, and how we can participate in the meetings. This seminar also provides a good opportunity for ITU staff, or particularly the TSB staff, to understand the real situation as well as difficulties encountered by the regional telecommunication community. I hope this seminar will prove useful to both sides.

The next World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly will be held in Brazil in October 2004. The preparation is under its way. I would like to take this opportunity to invite you, the members of this Region, to take an active part in the preparation of WTSA-2004.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

To conclude my speech, I would like to express yet again my thanks to our hosts. 

Thank you for your attention.

