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Access networks allow service providers to deliver services such as broadband and video to the edge of the home. With the recent emergence of home networks, it now becomes possible to extend these services beyond the edge of the home, to devices on a home network. This will bring new levels of convenience, mobility, and flexibility to the consumer, and will open the door to many new service possibilities.

In order to make this vision a reality, service providers will need to be able to extend management, security, and quality of service to devices on the home network. These functions will have to be transport technology independent, and flexible enough to be able to reside in the numerous types of devices that might exist on a home network. The internationally developed home networking architecture documented in ITU-T recommendation J.190 establishes the architectural frameworks for a home networking environment in which service provider services can be delivered. It focuses on logical entities to provide security, QoS, and management, which can reside without restriction, in numerous types of devices on the home network. This architecture establishes the foundation for the J.191 and J.192 home networking specifications, and possibly for others in the future.
