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Russian Association of Networks and Services (RANS) is a public and governmental organization. The setting up of RANS was initiated by the Ministry for Information Technologies and Communication of the Russian Federation on the 30th of August 1994. At present RANS have over 120 members from all over Russia: universities, scientific institutions, ministries, legal and insurance companies, operators, ISPs, vendors, users. Set of representatives of large foreign companies, which work in Russia, are also our members. RANS has several committee's and workgroups on main topics, covering: Internet, security and privacy, wireless communications, education and training, IP-telephony; standards watch, etc. The purpose of RANS is preparing draft documents and establishing consensus between business, technologies and regulations in the area of implementation and utilization of information, telecommunication and security technologies. 

In 2003 on the instructions of the Minister for Information Technologies and Communication of the Russian Federation RANS processed a “Memorandum of counteracting the distribution of malicious programs (viruses) and unauthorized advertising messages (spam)”. The presentation views basic regulations of the Memorandum, issues of software designers, system integrators, communication operators and regulative authorities, questions of educational and cultural activity.

 A solution of the problem of counteracting malicious programs and spam distribution is possible only through the joint efforts of all interested participants of the infocommunications market, with comprehensive cooperation of the organizational, legal, technical, educational and international cooperation issues.

